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We are all looking for ways to en-
courage and support our community 
and to maintain healthy local busi-
nesses.  Of course, it’s very conven-
ient to hit the big box stores for 
nearly everything—after all, it seems 
there’s one on every corner.  How-
ever, I believe that now is a very 
good time to support our local nurs-
eries and garden centers.  It’s to 
your advantage as well as theirs. 
 

Local nurseries have plants that are 
suited for local conditions.  In fact, a 
number of nurseries have growing 
areas right here.   
 

These plants will grow better than 
seeds started out of state and 
trucked to Sacramento. 

Local nurseries stand behind their 
offerings too, and that can save you 
money. 
 

Go online or check out the phone 
book and search for Sacramento 
nurseries.  You’ll be surprised at 
the number, quality and variety of 
items and plants available.  Each 
has something special to offer and I 
encourage everyone to visit several 
local nurseries to find that special 
something that’s just right. 
 
Contributions, complaints, greetings: ver-
laine@citlink.net or call me at 685-6634. 
.                                   Judy Eitzen 
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You are hereby invited to participate in the Historic Rose 
Garden 5th Annual Pruning Invitational on January 16, 2010.  
We begin around 9 a.m. and divide into teams to tackle as 
many of our large roses as we can get to before breaking for 
lunch.  It’s a pot-luck affair and you’re welcome to bring 
goodies (but it’s not required).  We’ll have hot chili to satisfy 
outdoor workers on what will undoubtedly be rather cool 
weather. 
 

Bring your pruners, loppers and heavy gloves.  Sturdy cloth-
ing is advised as some of these roses are heavily armed.  
This is a great opportunity to meet and talk with fellow rose 
lovers while providing much needed pruning.  Please call or 
email Anita to sign up (So we know how much chili to cook!) 
715-7294 or anitac@surewest.net 
 

If it rains that day, we will postpone to January 3 1.   
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Garden quote 
 

The truth is that flower 
breeders tend to be 
concerned with the 

more and more, while 
they should be con-

cerned with the better 
and more beautiful. 

 
David Austin—Old 
Roses and English 

Roses, 1993 
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