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Summer through early fall is the best time to 
find and propagate roses.  Even now, rose 
hunters are scouring abandoned home sites, 
old cemeteries and country roadsides hoping 
to locate “new” old roses.  This can be one of 
the most rewarding rosy activities. 
 

Just imagine, driving along a 
country road, spotting some-
thing new and different, a 
quick stop, snip, snip and the 
cuttings are yours to bring 
home and grow out.  Our 
Rose Garden was started 
with ‘found’ roses and contin-
ues to be a place to preserve 
these special plants. 
 

A couple of reminders about 
successful rose rustling: 
 

· Always have your kit in the car—you never 
know when you’ll spot that special rose. 

· Ask first—even when it seems your small 

cutting won’t matter, it’s polite to get per-
mission before taking cuttings. 

· Do not take cuttings if the plant is too 
small.  Keep an eye on the rose and take 
cuttings when it’s bigger. 

· Take photos and notes of when, where, 
what type of rose, etc.  It’s 
hard to remember next year 
when the cutting has grown 
out. 
 

Finding “new” roses is adven-
turous and can benefit the 
Rose Garden and I encourage 
you to keep hunting.  Just re-
member rose rustling etiquette, 
no matter how exciting your 
new find, take the time to do it 
right. 
 

Contributions, complaints, greetings: verlaine@citlink.net 
or call me at 685-6634.                                      
Judy Eitzen 
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Celebration of Old Roses 

 

The 2010 Celebration of Old Roses held in El Cerrito 
on May 16 was well-attended, especially by the roses.  
There was an enormous display that included roses 
not often in bloom in mid-May.  One volunteer was 
heard to say, “I don’t know where to put Ragged 
Robin—it’s never been in bloom this late before.”  Lots 
of roses, lots of talk, lots of fun and good eats.  If you 
missed it this year, be sure to join in next spring—the 
Sunday after Mother’s Day. 
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Photos, clockwise from top: 

 

Placing rose tags on Friday, 
Jennifer enjoying the day, 
Happy customers and Anita’s 
popular tour. 
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OCCC Annual Members Meeting 
 

The Old City Cemetery Committee will hold the annua l members meeting on Sat-
urday June 19 at 11 a.m. in the Fireman’s Plot Area .  All members should attend 
as Board of Directors members are elected at this m eeting each year.  The Board 
will discuss future plans and take input from membe rs.  It’s also a good time to 
meet Cemetery volunteers working outside the Rose G arden.  Do plan to attend. 
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Planted in January 

Perles in May 
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Sherri Berglund, Lynne Storm & Bev Vierro 
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Garden quote 
 

Love is much like a 
wild rose, beautiful 
and calm, but will-
ing to draw blood 

in its defense. 
 

Mark Overby 
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Once you’ve taken a cutting, with at 
least three buds, insert the cutting into 
a moistened potting mixture with two 
buds in the soil. This can be in an indi-
vidual pot or plastic tote.  The mixture 
should be loose and well-drained—
moist, but not water-logged. 
 

Place the cutting in filtered, light 
shade (like under a tree). When new 
growth appears, you know your root-
ing procedure worked. 
 

Consider yourself successful if 80% of 
your attempts result in a new plant.  
 

Cuttings begun in large totes should 
be gently placed in gallon pots after 
rooting.  The cutting can then remain 
in the pot until next spring. 
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