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As we all know, seasons result from the 
yearly revolution of the Earth around the 
Sun and the tilt of the Earth’s axis rela-
tive to the plane of revolution.  Seasons 
are marked by changes in the intensity 
of sunlight which, in this locale and at 
this time of year, may cause animals to 
hibernate or migrate and plants to be 
dormant. 
 
Astronomically, winter starts with the 
winter solstice and ends with the vernal 
equinox. Some define seasons by 
weather, winter being approximately the 
whole months of December, January, 
and February in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. By still another definition, the 
seasons are spoken of, as elastic peri-
ods determined by the weather, winter in 
being when the weather turns decidedly 
cold.  In the Rose Garden we determine 
winter by when the roses go dormant, 
because the most important task at this 
time must be completed while the plants 
are dormant. 

Overcoming the need to hibernate or 
migrate, we humans find other activities 
for this season.  We spend time observ-
ing some 250 species of birds, many 
passing through the area on their winter 
migration.  We celebrate Christmas and 
Hanukkah and the beginning of the end 
of the long nights and short days. Rosari-
ans prune roses – and we all claim that 
we LOVE to do it, too! 
 
To celebrate this season, spend time 
chilling out (literally!) with your roses, 
then add some seasoning to a cup of hot 
cider, sit back and watch our little feath-
ered visitors perch on our newly neat-
ened bare branches.  Ah, the portrait of a 
contented gardener. 
 

Contributions, complaints, greetings: ver-
laine@citlink.net or call me at 685-6634.                                      
Judy Eitzen 
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Liz Hall and Judy Eitzen riding to the stage coach stop on top of a 
bale of hay. 
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Garden quote 

If you have a 
garden and a 
library, you 
have every-

thing you 
need. 

Cicero 
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Quick Garden Tip: 
Pruning Prep 101 

 

Before pruning your dormant 
roses this winter: 

 

1. Use a whetstone and oil to 
sharpen pruners and loppers.  
Dull tools make the job 
harder & ragged cuts will 
allow disease into canes. 

2. Prepare a sanitizing solution 
& bring it to your garden.  
Sanitize pruners between 
each rose.  (1 Tbs bleach to 1 
pint water works great) 

3. Check gloves & replace if 
ragged.  Strong leather 
gauntlets work best. 

4. Cold winter air can be dry 
(unless it’s actually raining).  
Bring water and lotion. 
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