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In our continual search for the softest peach or blush
rose or the deepest crimson of our favorite blooms, we
overlook the wonderful profusion of green before us.
Gardeners plan a moonlit gardens of white blooms,
swaths of violet mixed with sunshine yellow or beds of
softest pink tea roses without giving much thought to the
greenery on which these blossoms thrive. Early in the
season, with the banksias just about the only roses ac-
tually blooming, everything else is getting ready by put-
ting out the most wonderful array of green.

Green is arguably the most
prolific and varied color on
earth. Except for some arid
and icebound spots, green
is virtually everywhere we
look. In fact a quick online
search gave me more than
A . sixty names for shades and
; ‘ tints of ordinary green. |

' i think it's time we give green
' its due. First I'll admit, it's
' my favorite color; somehow
| always notice the greens
before seeing other colors,
1 even some spectacular
blooms. Therefore, | sug-
gest - nay insist - this year,
instead of just taking time
to smell the roses (we'll do
» that anyway) take time to
" take in the green.

Many of our favorite roses put out dark red new growth
in early spring and day by day, the canes, leaves, stip-
ules, pedicles and flower sepals change as they soak up
sunshine. They become richly colored in bronze before
melding into the leafy green of their maturity. Some
leaves move to green while their margins remain red.

Still other roses send out tiny fragile, red-tipped chartreuse
hints of the true green that will follow. Our eyes may be
drawn to the haze of new spring leaves on trees which
surround us, but the roses are showing off too in shades
of lemon-green, pinkish-green, light olive and bright new
foliage the color of Granny Smith apples.

The early morning light tips this burgeoning green with
gold while in late afternoon the setting sun brings out the
reds and bronzy -

tones. On over-
cast days, apple
green becomes

kelly green while
kelly green be-
comes loden
green; when it
rains, drops high-
light leaf margins
and prickles in a
myriad of spar-
kles.

This spring, find Blanche de Belguque or Alba semi-plena
and really see the subtleties of celadon darkening into
spruce. Notice how the grey-green of the foliage of these
roses sets off the glossy apple-green green of their
neighbors. Take a look at Lady Hillingdon and White
Maman Cochet before they bloom and see purple stems
with leaves shading to a rich, kelly green. Find your favor-
ite Rugosa or Rugosa hybrid and notice the effect of tex-
tured forest green leaves.

As spring progresses, the beauty of rose blossoms tends
to draw the eye away from the rich selection of greens, but
right now, while it's still early, we can enjoy just green.

Contributions, complaints, greetings: verlaine@citlink.net or call me

Other leaves turn green while canes or prickles remain at 685-6634. Judy Eitzen
red.
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Roses Along The Broadway Fence from East To West

1. “Moser House Shed Rose™— a once-blooming,
Hybrid Setigera found rose. Blooms late in the
season, with light-pink, large flowers.

2. “Dr. Hinman "— this repeat-blooming, Tea-
Noisette found rose has fragrant, yellow flowers.
Thought to be 'Chromatella.’

3. “Pleasant Hill Cemetery"— repeat-blooming, Tea
-Noisette found rose. White, fragrant flowers.

4. “Barfield White Rambler"— white, anise-scented
(possibly Ayrshire ancestry?) found rose from
Florida, where it blooms continuously. It's essen-
tially prickle-free. We have not yet seen it bloom
here.

5. “Peggy Martin Rose”— another repeat-blooming,
prickle-free, found rose from a Southern state.
This one is pink, and hails from Louisiana, where
it survived Hurricane Katrina. Some think it may
be the same as 'Climbing Pinkie.'

6. 'Dr. Rouges' —this climbing Tea is salmon-pink,
has a good tea fragrance, and repeats well. Its
quilled flowers are reminiscent of cactus-flowered
zinnias.

7. “Castro-Breen Musk Climber— reputed to be

10.

11.

12.

repeat-blooming in its San Juan Bautista home, but only
once-blooming so far in Sacramento. It has large, single,
white, musk-scented flowers and decorative red hips.
Thought possibly to be R. brunonii.

“Spring Street Peppermint” —once-blooming pink ram-
bler, similar to 'Dorothy Perkins' in growth habit and unfortu-
nate tendency to be covered in powdery mildew. We are
hopeful it will be more disease-resistant as it matures, and
once again exhibit the striped and bi-colored flowers of the
original plant in Nevada City.

'Ramona’ —dark pink form of 'Anemone.” Blooms very
early, having large, single flowers with a lighter reverse.
When the petals drop, long, yellow, curly stamens persist,
which resemble a spent clematis flower.

“Carwash Rose™— this rose was collected in the foothills,
but we've never seen it bloom. It's thought to be a repeat-
blooming, more modern Large-Flowered Climber.

'Easlea’'s Golden Rambler' —lovely once-blooming Hybrid
Wichurana, with large, butter-yellow flowers and glossy, rich
foliage.

“Elizabeth Cannon”™— this bright pink, fragrant Hybrid Per-
petual repeat blooms, but is not really a climber. We may
move it to another cemetery position, to make room for a
true climbing rose.
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Membership Application

Become a member of the Old City Cemetery Committee!

The Old City Cemetery Committee, Inc. is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit association, whose purpose is
to maintain and preserve the beauty and integrity of the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery.
Membership is only $20 per individual, $30 for families and %50 for businesses. Join today!

Annual Dues (Membership runs January 1 through December 31):

Individual: $20.00 Patron: $200 - 299
Family: £30.00 (Cme household, One voting member) Sponsor: 5300 - 5599
Business: §50.00 (One voting member per business Silver Sponsor: $600 - $999

Gold Sponsor: $1000+
Donation: Amount & designation:

MName (Include all names if Family Membership):

Voting member’s name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone (day): FPhone (evening):
E-Mail:
Do you prefer to recerve The Epitaph, the OCCC newsletter by:
Oemail O snail-mail Hlﬂ—ﬂ’m
Please send me information on volunteering for: []
3 AdoptaPlot 1 Sales
A Archives,/Research 3 Tours & Events ﬁ []ur[]gn
1 Restoration 1 Publicity
1 Historic Rose Garden ad Other

Old City Cemetery Committes, Inc.
A 501(CH3) Mon-Profit Corporation * Tax 1D #: 06-1674455 + 1000 Broadway * Sacramento, California 95818
Tel: (916) 4480811 « Fax: (916) 5547508 + www. OldCitgCemetery.com * info@OldCityCemetery.com
Baviead 12007
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Baldo and Jennifer get started
Chester
joined Bar-
bara for the
fun of it.

This intrepid team tackled Perle d’'Or—two of
them!

Cass showed the way
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Garden quote

A rose by any
other name would
still attract
aphids...

Anon.




