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“Single Cream” show-
ing bright red hips

Photo taken August 21

L2+ 3

What a summer! Funky* weather has
led to unusual growing conditions here
in the Sacramento Valley and gardeners
are seeing all types of strange behavior

among garden plants. Six weeks
9 in mid summer below 95° - un-
heard of!

Bottom line: tomatoes are slow
to ripen, melons are late season
plants, squash and peppers are-
e weird (if they ripen at all) and
roses have begun to act as if fall
is here.

In her maintenance report, Anita
mentions the “August Flush”. That's so
true, plus more roses seem to be bloom-
ing this August and what's more, many
are setting hips. Roses that usually set
hips in September have begun to do so
in July, and others than normally wait til
October are showing hip formation now.

Some plants, including some roses, also
appear ready to lose their leaves.

My garden at home is presently a mix-
ture of mid-summer and early fall in ap-
pearance with deeper bloom color, heav-
ier scents and senescent leaves falling.
One rose (‘Cheers To You’) that doesn’t
repeat in its pot is doing so and so is my
Brunfelsia.

All I wanted this summer was lots and
lots of tomatoes and now they’re ripening
all at once! A little late, but it's not my
fault!

*cool evenings, (relatively) low tempera-
tures, varying humidity = “funky”, a tech-
nical term.

Contributions, complaints, greetings: ver-
laine@citlink.net or call me at 685-6634.
Judy Eitzen
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This article begins a series of profiles of people buried
in the Historic Rose Garden. We often know the roses
intimately, but little about the lives of the people whose
graves they grace. This article is based on one pub-
lished in the Evening Bee, October 7, 1899, plus infor-
mation from Wikipedia.
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Garden quote

Who loves not
roses, knows
not Beauty’s

smile; Romance
hath spurned
him—Poetry
passed him

By...

Rockwell




