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Gardening friends have often asked me, 
“What’s your favorite time of year?”  My 
answer  might well be, “Spring because the 
roses are so beautiful.”  That’s certainly a 
great time in the Rose Garden and the pri-
mary time for rosy events and celebrations. 
 
However, the answer could just as easily 
be summer with its warm days, cool eve-
nings and full, full blossoms and petals 
showering the ground. 
 
There’s something special about autumn 
with deeper colors, heavy rose fragrances 
and cool, soft days.  Even winter has bright 
spots with some roses blooming all year, 
bright hips and red stems standing out on 
gray rainy days. 
 
All true, but my really mostest favorite time 
of year is each time the seasons change.  
Just when I get tired of the heat of sum-

mer, shorter days and longer nights make it 
bearable.  When it’s hard to look through 
summer’s glare at leaves beginning to dry 
out and when even well-watered lawns ap-
pear parched, fall begins to take hold.   
 
Somehow when the leaves begin to fall—in 
the Rose Garden and elsewhere—plants 
look cooler, the air is milder, my allergies 
ease off and I start looking for bright hips on 
the spent roses. 
 
Of course, I will tire of cool days, falling 
leaves and drooping fall roses and then it 
will be time for winter to come raining in and 
I’ll dig out my long gloves, knitted caps and 
scarves and sharpen up my pruning shears 
ready for my next “favorite” season. 
 
Contributions, complaints, greetings: ver-
laine@citlink.net or call me at 685-6634.                                      
Judy Eitzen 
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Nutsedge— 

showing nutlets 
below ground. 
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A female solitary bee (Svasta obliqua expurgata) on 
purple coneflower (Echinacea pupurea). 
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Garden quote 
ala Jeff Foxworthy: 

 
You might be a 

redneck gardener 
if… 

you’ve ever 
mowed your lawn 

and found a wheel-
barrow. 
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Test For The Best 

Test your soil’s acidity/alkalinity for 
best results.  pH is a measure of 
acid-base balance and uses a 
scale of 1 to 14.  1 is extremely 
acid; 7 is neutral and 14 is ex-
tremely basic (alkaline).    Most 

roses grow well within a soil pH of 
5.5 to 7, with 6.5 pH being ideal. 

A pH of 6.5 is the point at which 
nitrogen, phosphorous and potas-
sium are most readily available to 

the roses. 

Invest in a soil testing kit by visit-
ing your local nursery.   It will be 

worth the cost. 
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