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This spring the Historic Rose Garden was more
spectacular than ever as we took opportunity to
show off the roses and celebrate the beauty of the
garden.
We guessed right; peak bloom was early and all our
events were accompanied by roses, roses, roses
blooming throughout the garden.

Volunteers keep this garden growing and worked
hard to plan and conduct events, providing community visitors with information and roses.
Even though Open Garden was rainy, people arrived more than an hour early for the event. Read
all about it on page 7.
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EDITORIAL
For more than twenty years, we have worked in
collaboration with city staff to develop and
maintain the Historic Rose Garden. As does any
successful volunteer organization, we adopted a
Mission Statement with goals and objectives for
the Historic Rose Garden which were shared
with city staff. We can be proud of our successes
achieving our mission and reaching goals as evidenced by national and international awards for
the garden and recognition by the City Council.
We are presently caught up in a controversy with
city staff regarding new guidelines for plantings
in the cemetery. One reason for the city’s change
of approach may be a lack of understanding of
the aesthetic properties of the Historic Rose Garden – indeed, the aesthetics of pioneer cemeteries in general. It is our responsibility to convey
our concerns to the city (many have done so including your editor) and to convey the basic
premise of caring for pioneer cemeteries: that no
one element is more important than any other.
Pioneer plot cemeteries throughout western
states include pioneers instrumental in the development of local communities and in opening
the west. Those laid to rest are to be treated
with respect and dignity. Structures and monuments to these pioneers are important artifacts
to be protected from vandalism and deterioration. Victorian culture played a large part in the
establishment of these cemeteries, with families
designing plots to be planted with roses and other large shrubs and Victorian sentiments on
stones. Finally, these cemeteries are historical in
themselves, teaching us about Victorian customs, and providing stories of flood, fire, disaster and triumph.

Upcoming Events
Historic Rose Garden
Deadheading at Dusk
June 6, Aug 1, Sep 5
Deadheading at Daybreak
June 18, Sep 17
OCCC Membership meeting
June 18
Propagation Class
Sep 10
Fall Color in HEADLINE
the Rose Garden
November 19
SUB-HEAD. SUB-HEAD.
Open
Garden
SUB-HEAD. SUB-HEAD.
April 8, 2017

Check
www.cemeteryrose.org/ for the latest
event information.

Please read the article on page 4 as a reminder of
the creative approach early residents gave to the
final resting place of their friends and families.
Questions, comments, concerns,
Judy Eitzen, Editor
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CURATOR’S CORNER
We decided last year to move Open Garden a week
earlier this year, to the second Saturday in
April. We were glad we made that decision when
this year's bloom started earlier than ever. For the
Spring Beauties Awaken tour on March 28, the
banksiae roses had already finished and the Teas
and Chinas were the stars. The following weekend,
when we celebrated the World Federation of Rose
Societies' Garden of Excellence award, most of the
other varieties joined in. The roses peaked on Open
Garden weekend. Then, reality set in with the usual
hoplia beetle damage and powdery mildew, a coating of rust over the many susceptible varieties, and
the worst blackspot we've ever seen. Many of the
roses went from magnificent to miserable in a few
short weeks.
We hadn't seen much fungal disease in recent years
because it had been so dry. We don't spray fungicide, and our problems are usually fairly minor. Not
this year. One of our volunteers, Jim Atwood, said
that some mornings it felt as muggy as Louisiana. This moisture was a major factor, but we are
also exploring how to make the roses more vigorous
by examining how we water, feed and prune.

Anita Clevenger
The cemetery is located on a sand hill washed up by
the Sacramento River. Despite years of mulching
with wood chips and compost, water and nutrients
can run right through the soil. Preliminary soil tests
show that our soil is low in nutrients and relatively
high in pH. We will do more testing and add fertilizer and compost. We also will closely monitor and
improve irrigation, and prune to rejuvenate
growth. We hope to see less disease and stronger
roses in the future.
Fortunately, we have funds to do soil testing and
purchase materials, and a strong network of volunteers and advisors to help us sort out what to do.
The roses are tough survivors. Already, many have
dropped old leaves, pushed clean new growth and
begun to bloom again. Roses remind us that life
goes on. That's why people have planted them in
cemeteries as living memorials for centuries, and
still do today.

Beautiful ‘Lavender
Lassie’ on our rainy
Open Garden Day.

3

June 2016

PIONEER CEMETERIES—AESTHETIC
Pioneer Cemeteries, like the Historic City Cemetery
in Sacramento were typically sited on land overlooking the center of town.(1) Whether this was done so
the departed could watch over those left behind or
for the more practical reason of locating cemeteries
on higher ground is debatable. Hundreds of these
cemeteries dot western states and most took on the
trimmings of Victorian era fashion as large, ornamental trees and shrubs were introduced and decorative fencing or granite and brick surrounds were
installed on individual plots. Most wooden markers
and fencing have given way to time.
In the 19th century, families tended burial sites of
their loved ones, often sprucing up plots on holidays, especially Memorial Day. Today, some cemeteries attempt to overzealously spruce up the
grounds to reduce maintenance costs, resulting in
denuded open areas in these historic sites and the
loss of historic plantings.
For nearly twenty-five years, partnered with City
staff, Historic Rose Garden volunteers have worked
to preserve the Victorian aesthetic within Sacramento’s Historic Cemetery. There are several facets
to this garden: finding and preserving historic roses; Victorian cemetery practices; learning about historic roses; sharing that information with the public
and maintaining a botanical collection. The significance of this garden of historic roses is included in
the application for the National Register of Historic
Places. (2)
From ancient times, cultivation of roses was associated with love, romance and beauty with roses forming part of many ceremonial rituals. Pioneers traveling west knew they would manage without their
friends and conveniences of Eastern cities and
towns, but would not leave behind the roses they
had so carefully tended. Men packed tools, provisions and items needed for a new start in the west,
while women brought the family Bible, handmade
quilts and their precious roses. Typically, cuttings
or small plants were stuck in raw potatoes for the
trip west. These roses became symbols of endurance as women protected the cuttings in cold weather, and shared precious water with them while
crossing the dry prairies to ensure their survival.
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These roses were then planted at homesteads and
graveyards and many survive to this day. Survivors
were gathered from around California and the west
by Fred Boutin,(3) volunteers, and rosarians to be
planted in the Historic Rose Garden, becoming the
basis for the botanical collection. Thus our motto:
“Preserving California’s Botanical Heritage”.
Victorian sentiment affirmed the continuation of life
through grave-site plantings and symbolism on
headstones. As Victorian home décor appears overdecorated to our eyes, so their cemeteries were decorated with fancy iron work, headstones and large
flowering plants. Nineteenth century families visited graves, planted flowers and shrubs and shared
stories of loved ones, finding ways to maintain connections with the dead. Roses are a common design
on headstones, many with broken stems indicating a
life cut short. The live roses planted on these
gravesites were often the very roses treasured by the
loved one. Pioneer roses sometimes followed right
to the grave of the person who brought it west. They
were planted to frame headstones with color and
life. Plot holders added decorative fences and trellises to hold climbing roses and planted the popular
roses of their day, many of which tend to grow larger
than their modern descendants.
In the Historic Rose Garden, volunteers have
worked to maintain this Victorian aesthetic while
protecting and preserving headstones and markers.
Companion plants are contemporary with the period
of significance.(4) Decorative trellises created from
old wrought iron fencing were installed by City staff
some years ago to support climbing roses and simple above-ground corrals were designed to keep
large roses from covering headstones. (5)
The roses brought west were 19th century cultivars
and roses brought to this continent by early European settlers. Roses like Alba Semi-plena which dates
back to the early 17th century and ‘Harison’s Yellow’
sometimes called the “Oregon Trail Rose”, dating
from 1830. A number of roses found growing on
pioneer sites and now growing in the Historic Rose
Garden have yet to be identified and are given study
names. Roses such as “Pulich Children”, a Hybrid
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Perpetual rose found growing on a 19th century
gravesite in Amador County on the grave of two children.
Volunteers and visitors frequently talk of the amazing difference flowering shrubs make in the atmosphere of a final resting place. A garden filled with
large roses, flowering shrubs, flowers and trees, eloquently communicates the loving care of a community for its departed citizens.

An advertisement from the Empire Nursery in 1872
offers, “A Finer and Better Collection of ORNAMENTAL TREE, SHRUBBERY, EVERGREENS and
FLOWERING PLANTS...delivered, free of charge, to
any part of the city or Cemeteries.” (6)
Broadway Bed. Before planting and today

With limited resources for cemetery upkeep, the
City of Sacramento is not able to provide this pioneer cemetery with the plantings, flowers and
shrubs of early residents. Visitors and the community have expressed appreciation for the many volunteers who have taken on responsibility to keep
these treasured roses and shrubs growing beside the
gravestones in this award-winning garden. They
have become tributes to Sacramento residents who
founded and grew this community as well as an invitation to linger and reflect. As an 1872 article about
the City Cemetery in the Sacramento Union stated,
“the desert has been made to blossom as the
rose...where he who has survived the early days can
sit or walk and call to remembrance the happy traits
of those who have gone before.” (6)

(1) Pioneer Cemeteries have been variously defined. California authorized creation of public cemetery districts in
1909. Though a pioneer cemetery, the city cemetery is governed by Sacramento City ordinances which define
the property and authorize activities by city staff and volunteers.
(2) National Registry application (2012), Section 7, page 2 & page 8
(3) Fred Boutin, retired botanist from the Huntington in southern California, collected and planted the first roses
in the Historic Rose Garden.
(4) The application lists the Period of Significance for the Historic City Cemetery as 1849-1962, Section 8, page 3
(5) Another example is this statement in General Recommendations Pertaining to Municipal Historic Burial
Ground and Cemetery Components, published by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, 3rd edition, 2002, page 25, “The landscape character must be nurtured and accentuated where appropriate to provide a more comprehensive experience for public appreciation, beyond the grave markers.”
(6) Sacramento Daily Union, vol. 42, January 1, 1872, p.6
(7) Sacramento Daily Union, vol. 42, June 22, 1872, p 8
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PLANTING GUIDELINES UPDATE
While working to comply with the City’s Planting, Pruning and Trimming Guidelines, we
came to the realization that the impact on the
roses in the Historic Rose Garden and other
plants throughout the cemetery was so great
that, at the very least, the public needed to know
what was happening. I contacted the Sacramento Bee and Inside Publications, and set off a furor that echoed around the world. Letters came
from rosarians on nearly every continent, including Australia’s Kelvin Trimper, president of
the World Federation of Rose Societies, the
American Rose Society President, Pat Shanley,
and the Heritage Rose Foundation President,
Stephen Scanniello, all of them asking the City
to please allow the climbing roses to stay in
place and to continue to support our awardwinning garden and its volunteers.
Many people from the surrounding community
stepped forward, too. People whom we’ve never
met expressed their love of the cemetery and its
gardens, and their desire to keep the gardens in
place.
The preservation community, including Preservation Sacramento,(1) stated that there are no
requirements resulting from the cemetery’s registration as a National Historic District that
would require the removal of trellises or plants,
and pointed out that the Historic Rose Garden
is listed as a Contributing Feature in the nomination package. As a result, City Councilmember Steve Hansen asked the City Manager to put
a moratorium on moving roses until the matter
was resolved.
The City issued several statements to the public,
assuring their commitment to keeping the Historic Rose Garden while stating the roses in our
garden are all modern because they were planted in 1992 and later. (As most of you know,
they are historic plants—clones of 19th century
and older varieties.) City staff also said the
structures were installed by volunteers without
permission. We were happy to share photos of
City staff installing those the City built on the
garden’s behalf.
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Volunteers and garden supporters have spoken
to the Sacramento Preservation Commission
three times, in March, April and May. At the
April meeting, 31 supporters and one nay-sayer
spoke in a marathon meeting that had the most
people in attendance in the Commission’s history. At that meeting, the City surprised the
attendees by announcing that they were forming a Technical Advisory Committee consisting
of subject matter experts to review and advise
about the planting guidelines.
Parks Director Christopher Conlin is developing the concept for this committee. We have
analyzed many of the roses potentially impacted, identified some possible locations for them,
and begun to propagate them. We have asked
the Preservation Commission to continue to
monitor the situation.(2) It is on their agenda
for June 15th.
Note: Preservation Commission meetings are
recorded and can be viewed on-line at http://
sacramento.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?
view_id=30.

Many letters and comments about this issue
have been posted on the Facebook site, Preserve The Cemetery’s Beauty,
https://
www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=preserve%
20the%20cemeterys%20beauty.
Thank you to Jennifer Holden for setting up
this site, and for the many others who have
stepped forward to help.
_____________________
(1) Preservation Sacramento is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting Sacramento’s historic
places.
(2) Responsibilities of the Preservation Commission
include, “...provide oversight relative to the maintenance and integrity of the Sacramento Register of
Historic and Cultural Resources.” and “Review and
approve preservation development projects of major significance and appeals of Preservation Director decisions per the Historic Preservation Chapter
17.604, Title 17, of the City Code.”

June 2016

APRIL EVENTS

Anita Clevenger

We are usually exhausted at the end of the
bloom season. This year, we did much more
than usual and were even more tired by the time
that May arrived and we could take a breath.

After all, rose lovers may be fanatical, but they
aren’t stupid! About fifty volunteers donned
rain gear and stuck it out all day. What a wonderful, devoted set of people they are!

On April 2, we held a wonderful event celebrating the World Federation of Rose Societies’ Garden of Excellence award, which we received in
Lyon, France, in June of last year. We dedicated
the bronze plaque with the help of Councilmembers Steve Hansen and Angelique Ashby, past
Mayor Heather Fargo, WFRS Vice-President
and past American Rose Society President Jolene Adams, and past WFRS and ARS president
Steve Jones. Award-winning rosarian Beverly
Rose Hopper, who was one of the garden evaluators for the award, also spoke. Resolutions
from the State Assembly and the United States
Congress were also presented, thanks to Assembly Member Kevin McCarty and Congresswoman Doris Matsui. Many volunteers helped plan
and put on the day, but special thanks goes to
Karen Jefferson, Kathryn MacKenzie and Peggy
Carlson for their extra effort in organizing a
wonderful reception. Plein air painters joined
us, too. Over 120 people attended to enjoy our
beautiful, world-renowned garden on a gloriously sunny day.

We brought a display to the Sacramento Rose
Show on April 23, and followed with the third
annual “Romance & Roses” tour. This year, we
told all new tales, including yet another story
from the infamous Aimee Crocker. Thirty people joined us for a lovely, fun evening. We are
already planning next year’s stories!

Open Garden was held on April 9 on the rainiest
day in this event’s history. Three hundred visitors braved the elements, bought almost all of
the roses, and enjoyed the garden, though we
noticed that fewer people lingered than usual.

Many, many times, the people who came said
that they had never been in the cemetery before
and expressed much admiration for its beauty
and historical significance, vowing to return.
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Finally, on an extremely windy day, we held an
“Old Garden Roses” class. Bill Harp, Haru
Ruuth-Sanchez and Anita Clevenger presented
the information, and Lynda Ives helped organize and present the information, and also
picked up roses and papers as they blew off the
tables. We had twenty people attend.
Throughout the month, we hosted six private
tours and saw hundreds of people visit on their
own. Many were attracted by the publicity in
the media about the threat to the climbing roses. We said that we hoped that the garden
would still be largely intact in another year, and
enjoyed the added attention that the garden
received.
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO MOVE A ROSE?
When the City of Sacramento issued planting
guidelines that would require moving or removing more than sixty roses by December 1, 2016,
we took a hard look at what would be involved.
We’d moved roses before, but only one or two at
a time.
First, we need to evaluate each rose. If it is rare
or historic, we will need to propagate back-up
plants to ensure that we would not lose a valuable specimen. Propagation is also be needed if
an existing rose is not strong, or if it is extremely big and difficult to dig up and move. The best
time to propagate is usually late summer or early fall, and it can take two years to grow a plant
to a size ready for planting in the garden. Not
all roses propagate readily, so it may take longer.
Next, we need to identify suitable new planting
sites, and ensure that irrigation is installed,
competing weeds and plants removed, and soil
evaluated and prepared carefully with suitable
amendments.
Ideally, we relocate roses when they are as
dormant as possible in late fall or early winter.
We need to carefully cut back each plant, and
dig out an equivalent amount of roots. Once
dug, the rose needs to be planted quickly and
carefully. We need to enclose the roots of smaller plants with gopher cages to protect them
from pocket gophers and ground squirrels that
populate the rose garden.
Finally, we will monitor the new roses throughout the first growing season, and perhaps longer, until we are confident that they will survive.
As world-renowned rosarian Gregg Lowery said
in a letter to City Staff, elected officials and Congresswoman Doris Matsui, moving established
roses is a “difficult and risky proposition.” Eight
years ago, Historic Rose Garden volunteers determined that we had too many duplicate ‘Perle
d’Or’ roses in the collection. Gregg stepped forward to adopt four of them for transplanting to
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a historic Santa Rosa home. His letter detailed
his experience digging out and moving them.
It took “two strong gardeners a full day,” Gregg
reported. “The plants, the largest measuring
over 18’ across, had to be pruned with care,
making certain that the youngest and most
promising branches were retained. We dug
down more than four feet to extract the major
roots.” After transporting and planting the roses in carefully prepared soil at their new site,
they were monitored by the gardeners until it
was clear that the plants had recovered. All
told, moving just four roses took sixty hours of
skilled labor, plus 15 minutes per week for six
months. Gregg estimated that the price would
have been $4,290, had they not donated their
time.
Most of the cemetery’s roses aren’t that big, but
many are as old or even older, and much more
rare than commercially-available ‘Perle d’Or’.
Even with Sheriff’s Work Project or Parks staff
help, the task of moving, or propagating and
replacing, so many roses is overwhelming.
We have another issue in the cemetery soil: a
bacterial disease known as “crown gall” which
adds significantly to the risk of losing roses.
Agrobacterium tumefaciens attacks damaged
roots and crowns of plants when fresh wounds
come into contact with infected soil. An existing rose may be infected but show no signs of
decline for many years. If it is dug up, it could
die. A newly-planted, healthy rose may also
become infected if its roots or crown are damaged during planting. We have decided that all
new rose plantings in the cemetery should be
done using gall preventative, which adds to expense and effort and promotes health, but does
not guarantee a rose won’t become infected.
At least two legacy roses (1) elsewhere in the
cemetery, “Elisabeth’s Red China” and “Jost
Plot Tea” also need to be moved according to
the guidelines. We see no signs that they have
(Continued on page 9)
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MOVING ROSES, con’t.
(Continued from page 8)

caused damage to their nearby monuments despite
growing there for many years. We believe that these
aged plants, and many other mature ones in our collection, are at greater risk if relocated. Even if they
survive, they may never regain their previous vigor.
Six years ago, we moved “Camptonville White Noisette” because it was covering the wooden marker in
the Meiss plot at the north end of the West Bed. In
six years it has grown to just half its previous size.
Other roses have been moved over the years. We
generally propagate and plant a replacement, waiting to be sure that it is growing well before removing
the parent plant. An old maxim says it can easily
take a rose three years to fully establish. First, it
sleeps, the next year it creeps, finally, it leaps.
Whenever we move an existing rose or plant a new
one, we keep a watch list and assign a volunteer to
monitor new roses on a weekly basis. He or she
makes sure that the rose has a fence around it (when
needed), isn’t being trampled or overgrown by
weeds, is getting enough water. The volunteer tends
them as needed, removing buds, spent blooms and

broken or dead branches and adding mulch or fertilizer. In years past, our intern Darian Realmuto and
Lynda Ives have taken on this task. This year, Haru
Ruuth-Sanchez is doing it. We usually have about a
dozen roses to monitor, and it takes two hours or
more, each week to ensure their survival.
All of this risk, effort and expense can be avoided if
the guidelines are suspended and we go back to
moving or replacing existing roses on a carefullyplanned, as-needed basis.
Roses aren’t chairs to be moved around on a deck.
Our garden is sustainable today, with large plants
that have sent roots deeply into the ground and can
survive our hot summers with weekly deep watering.
Digging up large roses can cause disruption to our
historic site and diminish the beauty, character, educational value and appeal to the visitors of the Historic Rose Garden and the cemetery as a whole.
_____________________
(1)

Legacy roses are old roses found growing in the cemetery prior to 1992—most are outside the boundaries of the
Historic Rose Garden.

Historic McDonald House (also known as Mabledon) in Santa Rosa
showing roses in the restored garden.
9

June 2016

FAREWELL TO DARIAN
Darian Realmuto has been an invaluable part of
our volunteer force since she began volunteering for us as a high school Junior in January,
2015. This year, she devoted two days a week to
our garden. She researched and catalogued
books donated by Barbara Oliva’s family, kept
our shed organized, cleaned the marble headstone next to ‘Mons. Tillier,’ learned to prune
with Jim Atwood, weeded, and helped out in
any other way that she could. We have greatly
appreciated her contributions and already miss
her.
Darian graduates from The Met Sacramento this
month, a very unique public charter school that
requires internships and encourages students to
take college classes in addition to classes on-site
or on-line. She will be attending California
State University, Sacramento, this fall. We are
hopeful that we will see her now and again. She
has assured us that she loves the garden, and
can’t imagine staying away too long.

We send her off with much appreciation and
many good wishes for her future. We are sure
that she will do well! We hope that we will have
the opportunity to mentor future Met students,
but Darian will be a hard act to follow.
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ROSE & STRUCTURE REMOVALS
In the past, plots in the Historic City Cemetery were
broken down and many appeared abandoned. As
there is no perpetual care in this cemetery, the city
encouraged volunteers to adopt and maintain plots
and three gardens were established.
When cemetery areas were designated for gardens,
very few plots had evidence of active families. Over
the years, families have sometimes stepped forward
for burials or to state their preferences. Usually,
they express appreciation for the care and beauty we
volunteers have created. In some cases, with their
support, we help maintain roses in their plots. Occasionally, they object to roses or other plantings
and ask that they be removed. Of course, we oblige
them, respecting their wishes and property rights.
A recent example is the Greenlaw plot in the east
bed of the Rose Garden. The owner of the plot
asked that the roses and a rebar structure be removed. The structure supported ‘Lauré Davoust,’ a
beautiful once-blooming pink rambler that entered
our collection misidentified as ‘Paul’s Himalayan
Musk.’ We’ve worked to keep this rose away from
the monuments, but the owner wanted it and the
rebar removed altogether, which we did.

‘Lauré Davoust’ is available commercially, and as
we do not know the provenance of the one in our
collection, we did not worry about keeping it. Bill
Harp grows a clone of this rose at his home, so if
we ever want to propagate this plant, we can do so.
The other rose was “Maggie”, a moderately sized
repeat-blooming shrub. It, too, is commercially
available and does not have a provenance as a California found rose. We have potted it up and plan
to offer it in next year’s plant sale.
This plot was one of the most beautiful in the rose
garden. The remaining plants in the plot include a
stunning ‘Pink Sensation’ lily, lychnis, California
poppies, iris and salvia. We plan to relocate these
plants this fall, put a red stake into the plot indicating that it belongs to the family, and as we have
with other family plots, let the family maintain it
in the future.
Elsewhere in the garden, we’ve removed a few unneeded structures and plan to remove some roses
that are declining due to crown gall. These are
normal maintenance actions. It is the nature of
gardens, and nature itself, that things change.

Above—’Maggie’
Left—’Lauré Davoust’
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CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip
Irrigating Roses
In Summer
Roses require regular watering
during Sacramento’s hot summers.
Old roses do not require daily irrigation, in fact that can be harmful.
The best method is to water deeply
to moisten the entire root system.
Know your soil type (sand, clay,
loam) to determine how often to
water. Mulch to keep roots cool
and reduce evaporation
Tip: w ater once and w ater a
second time, then wait a week before watering again.
Check soil moisture 12” down by
using a soil tube or just stick in a
long pencil to see if roots are receiving moisture.

WHY GROW ROSES?
As stated in the Sunset Western Garden book,
“...sooner or later something about roses grabs
the attention of nearly every temperate-zone gardener.”
The book also instructs that the best way to find
which roses grow well in your climate is to visit
rose gardens in your area.

You won’t do wrong visiting the Historic Rose
Garden, the Rose Garden at McKinley Park and
the World Peace Rose Garden in Capitol Park.
Public Gardens tend to grow roses that do well.
Check out website for upcoming opportunities to
attend an event or volunteer in the garden.
www.cemeteryrose.org

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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