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Jane McLeod

Recently I had the most delightful encounter while working in the
Swinerton plot in the Historic Rose Garden. A woman out for a
morning jog stopped to exclaim how beautiful the cemetery and gardens were. She introduced herself as Maureen from St. Helena. She
sheepishly told me that wherever she travels, she seeks out old cemeteries. I told her I was a kindred spirit and when I travel, no matter
where, I do the same.

In this issue:

She told me she had never seen such a well maintained old cemetery
with such lovely gardens in any city she had visited. I told her a bit
about our Historic City Cemetery and she was very impressed. She
said she was excited to take this idea back to St. Helena to see if she
could find others interested in preserving and beautifying their old
cemetery. When we ended our conversation, she gave me a very
heartfelt “thank you”.
As I returned to my task of ridding this plot of the dreaded nutsedge
weed, I thought about the vision of the citizens group who, 33 long
years ago, formalized the Old City Cemetery Committee with the goal
of collaborating with the City to restore, beautify and preserve this
historical treasure. I thought of the long standing support of the City
leaders throughout the decades not to mention the contributions of
hundreds and hundreds of volunteers who give their time, their expertise, their knowledge and yes, their money in support of preserving, beautifying and restoring this historic jewel in the heart of our
City.
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Maureen’s heartfelt “thank
you” was not just for me
but for each and every one
of us. Those who came
before. Those who carry
on the work. And those
who will continue our mission into the future. Take
Maureen’s “thank you” and
let it fill your heart as it did
mine .
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EDITORIAL
This has been an eventful summer. The change in cemetery volunteer requirements imposed by the City
has led some volunteers to quit and those remaining are to be commended for all their hard work. With
the advent of the new Cemetery Manager, we now have a single person of authority on site which should
reduce the confusion of the last few years.
Andrew MacVicar comes to the City from the Masonic Cemetery. As such, he is knowledgeable about
cemetery practices, and is familiar with our cemetery. He will be learning his new job over the next
months and I urge you to give him your support.
Karen Griffin has agreed to act as our Ambassador to city staff as the city implements the new Assessment and Operations Plan. I know you will give her your support.
I encourage us to recruit and encourage new volunteers as we begin our fall activities of fertilization,
propagation, and yes (beginning in late fall) pruning. It takes teamwork and a lot of willing hands to get
the work done and I know we can do it.
Comments, questions, concerns,
Judy Eitzen
verlaine@citlink.net
PROPAGATION TIME
We will set up a team to propagate cuttings of roses our spring sale and begin during the week
of September 9. Our procedure has been to take cuttings from the garden, bring them to the
greenhouse at Cosumnes River College greenhouse where we treat and stick the cuttings into a
perlite-filled mist table. We repeat the process until we have enough cuttings to ensure roses
for the sale. We take roses from some personal gardens as well.
Later, when the cuttings have set roots, we will put the young roses into 1-gallon pots and let
them grow in the greenhouse. Finally, we’ll harden off the new plants in a nursery area outside
the greenhouse before bringing them to the cemetery for our sale.
If you are interested in working with the team, please let Judy Eitzen know. It’s a great way to
learn more about these wonderful plants and support the garden providing roses for our sale.

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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CURATOR’S CORNER

Anita Clevenger

Although we’ve had a few hot days, the weather this summer has been surprisingly temperate, and many of
the roses responded with a generous mid-summer flush. With fewer volunteers we cancelled Deadheading at
Dusk events because we had no one to lead them. As a result, we have not been diligently removing spent
flowers as we’ve done in the past. We’ve put green dots on the labels of Hybrid Tea, Hybrid Perpetual and repeat-blooming Bourbons to indicate they are a priority for volunteers to deadhead. If not deadheaded, these
types of roses will set hips and rest rather than continuing to bloom. This won’t hurt the roses, but it does affect their summer and fall display. Fortunately, most Tea and China roses will repeat bloom whether or not
they are deadheaded, and those are the ones that have been blooming gaily throughout the garden.
For those of you who missed the news, a number of volunteers have left. I keep on using the term “we” because I have not abandoned the rose garden and its team of volunteers, but I am no longer permitted to work
hands-on as a city volunteer. I was dismissed after I refused to sign the new, restrictive Volunteer Agreement.
A number of other volunteers chose to leave. Approximately ten volunteers signed up, hoping that things
would work out positively, though not all are able to volunteer regularly. They are working tremendously
hard trying to do as much as possible. We were not able to bring on new volunteers or to schedule work parties while the city hired a Cemetery Manager. Andrew MacVicar is now in place, and things are starting to
move forward.
Our volunteers have focused on several key tasks; working to ensure newly planted roses survive, that roses
along the fence are kept in bounds, and that roses and other plants don’t block view of inscriptions on monuments or grow into the paths. The automatic valve for the fence roses has not worked this year; time is spent
turning it on and off manually. Some volunteers work in specific plots and keep them in very good shape.
Others work in areas where they feel their efforts are best placed.
I have been coming out on some workdays to answer questions and advise. Behind the scenes, I continue to
serve as Chair of the Historic Rose Garden Committee of the Old City Cemetery Committee nonprofit and
conduct monthly meetings to organize our efforts to plan events and operations. We took a Historic Rose
Garden display to the Master Gardener’s Harvest Day on August 3 and were encouraged by the enthusiastic
response. We talked with over 300 people who stopped by to smell the roses, examine rose hips, and learn
about the cemetery and its gardens. We signed up 65 people for our mailing list, 11 of whom said they’d like
to volunteer.
We have collected about a dozen roses to plant this fall, pending approval, to replace some roses we removed
and add other rare and historic roses to our collection. We continue to take our preservation mission very seriously.

The City approved our annual propagation class on September 7, and we hope to resume giving tours. We are
also developing plans to bring in a volunteer group to help fertilize the garden in mid-September.
We love our garden and cemetery and are working hard to preserve it.
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NEW CEMETERY MANAGER

Judy Eitzen

Cemetery Manager, Andrew MacVicar, has been appointed by the City. This is a new position established
by the City and is part of the Youth, Parks & Community Enrichment department.
Andrew’s tenure began in August and he met many
volunteers at the Volunteer meeting July 27. His job
includes supervision of Parks staff and Sheriff’s workers on site, handling burials, maintenance of the historic property and management of volunteers.
We are looking forward to working with Andrew and having a full-time manager on site.
When you have an opportunity, please stop in to welcome him.

PROPAGATION CLASS 2019
It’s that time of year and, as she has for the past several years, Kathryn Mackenzie will offer
her expertise in our annual class on how to successfully propagate roses. Plan to join us Saturday, September 7 in the Historic Rose Garden.
Kathryn is a most successful propagator and will share her experience and techniques with attendees who will have an opportunity to learn to take cuttings for themselves. This free class
begins at 9:30—so come early. Street parking is available off site.
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ROSES IN POETRY

Judy Eitzen

The Rose Family
The rose is a rose,
And was always a rose.
But the theory now goes
That the apple’s a rose,
And the pear is, and so’s
The plum, I suppose.
The dear only knows
What will next prove a rose.
You, of course, are a rose But were always a rose
-Robert Frost
Many have enjoyed expression of his dry humor in this short poem by one of America’s
foremost poets. The first line pokes fun at a line from Gertrude Stein—A rose is a rose
is a rose—which basically says metaphors are unnecessary and may be confusing.
The next lines humorously address scientists who
defined botanical categories, putting apples,
plums, pears et al in the same Family—Rosaceae.
Botanically, these plus strawberries, blackberries
and others are related, though none have inspired
poets over centuries with the beauty and romance
of their flowers.
Throughout the world writers have used roses as
symbols of love, romance and beauty. One of
many times poets have used the rose as a simile for
love that is new—not wilted nor turning brown, but
fresh and sweet are these lines by Robert Burns,
O my Luve’s like a red, red rose
That’s newly sprung in June
Fortunately roses are beautiful in Autumn as well; plan to join our fall tours.
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TREE PATROL

Anita Clevenger

It was very exciting to see a photograph of our cemetery garden, taken from an unusual angle along Maple
Avenue to the west of the Broadway Bed, in the 2006 Vintage Gardens Book of Roses. Spanish lavender
grew in the foreground, and you can make out a number of familiar roses, including the R. banksiae normalis growing up a pine tree and white shrub rose ‘Surf Rider’ to the right. It was a lovely photo, but all I
could see was the elm tree growing out of ‘Surf Rider’.
That photo spurred me into action. Lonnie Ratzlaff and I formed a “tree patrol”
and got to work trying to clear them all
out.
Even if you saw one growing
through a rose, it wasn’t easy to tell
where it originated in the midst of a rose
bush. One of us would grab a tree and
shake it, and the other would shinny under the rose and dig, pull or cut it out.
While we were under there, we would
look around. If there was one tree under
a rose, there were usually several more.
Sometimes we would find five or more
different varieties.
How did those trees get there? Birds were the main culprits. They’d eat berries, sit in the roses and excrete
out the seeds with a proper amount of fertilizer. Sometimes the seeds they’d drop were roses or pokeweed,
or shrubs such as Nandina and Pittosporum, but most troublesome were trees such as Ailanthus (Tree of
Heaven), Mimosa, Chinese Tallow Tree, Mulberry, Hackberry, Crape Myrtle, Chinese Pistache, Chinaberry,
and Privet. Blue jays and squirrels would plant acorns, olives and pecans. Wind would blow seeds from
the Casuarina (Horsetail) lining the fence along Muir Way. Elm trees sent up suckers from their roots,
sometimes the only remnant of a long-gone, lamented victim of Dutch Elm Disease. It wasn’t a jungle in
the rose garden, but it certainly had the makings of a forest.

Cutting off a tree seedling seems to only encourage it to send down more roots and grow some more. It’s
far better to get it out, roots and all. That’s relatively easy for privets and other seed-grown trees, if you
find them early enough. It’s especially gratifying to pull out a young oak or pecan tree with the nut still attached to the root, but generally, by the time that you’ve spotted them, their tap roots have grown too deep
to pull out readily.
Rick and Susan Scott took over tree patrol duties and scoured the rose garden week after week for many
years. We’d try various ways to flag them. Early on, we tried spraying them with fluorescent landscape
paint, but that’s a bad idea in a cemetery with historic monuments and plot surrounds. God forbid that we
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spatter any paint on them! We tried tying the weed trees with plastic ribbons. Ultimately, we just jotted down the plot numbers and told the Scotts where to look.
Just as it takes a bit of study to spot the tree in Vintage Gardens’ photograph, sometimes the weed
trees hide in plain sight. They often give themselves away in the fall, when the leaves of Pistache and
Chinese Tallow Trees blaze bright red, and others turn yellow or brown. We have probably found two
dozen different kinds of trees in the rose garden, so it takes some experience to recognize them. How
many trees have we removed during my tenure in the garden? Thousands.

Rick, Susan, Lonnie and I are no longer cemetery volunteers. The remaining rose garden volunteers
are trying to stay ahead of the trees, along with other critical tasks that need to be done. Let’s hope
more volunteers step forward, and that the “tree patrol” can form once again.

“Flamingo Gardens Tea” (left) & “Ugly
Little White Moss” (below)
Photos taken in April of 2017 show typical
spring plots. New roses surrounded
by...what?
Can you spot the tiny trees?
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THE ABBOTT & BURNS FAMILY ROSE

Anita Clevenger

We love telling the story of this special rose, in Plot 546 with two more outside the Cemetery Office. This diminutive rose is said to have been brought along on a wagon train that traveled from Benton County in northwestern Arkansas in 1857. One of the daughters of the Abbott family, Catherine, brought the rose West. She
married a boy from another wagon train family, Jesse Burns, the day after the family arrived at their Calaveras
County destination, and passed the rose along to their children. The family still grows plants grown from the
original rose, and gave our cemetery one of them through Marty Stroud, a long-time volunteer.
The rose is a miniature China rose, resembling “Lawrenciana” roses that were popular on the East Coast in the
1840s. We don't know how the Abbott family obtained this rose, but it's the type that people often grew in a
container by their door side. It's the sort of little rose that a girl could very easily be fond of and hate to leave
behind.
The families' lives in northwestern Arkansas were not easy. Arkansas was admitted to the union as a slave
state, but it was fairly evenly divided between the North and South as the Civil War loomed.
Another Benton County family, the Eppersons, decided to join their brother, Robert Epperson, who went to
California in 1849 and had a ranch in San Andreas. The Abbotts and Burns families joined them. Not only did
they think California life might be easier and offer more opportunities than their meager existence in Arkansas, they wanted to get away before war began. This was a wise decision. Northwestern Arkansas was the site
of many raids from both sides, guerillla groups known
as bushwhackers and jayhawkers, and many family
members left behind were robbed and killed. At least
two brothers served in the armies, one for the Union
and one for the Confederacy.
The journey, however, was arduous. They left in May
on the Arkansas Trail, which connected with the California Trail at Ft. Bridger in Wyoming. They took the
Hastings cut-off into Utah, going to Salt Lake City, a
place where many wagon trains got supplies. There
they camped with another Arkansas party, known as
the Fancher party. They were invited to travel south
with them. Instead, they opted to go north toward
City of Rocks in Idaho,(1) and then to travel on the
Thousand Springs trail into Nevada. That turned out
to be a very good decision because most of the Fancher
party were killed by Mormon militiamen in the Mountain Meadows Massacre. (2)

8

September 2019

The Abbott-Burns-Epperson wagon train had its own problems. Indians approached them by day, asking for sugar, coffee, soap and other supplies, and circled their encampment at night, stealing what
they could. They stole their cattle, and two men from the wagon train were killed trying to retrieve
them. Catherine's brother, Dan, was shot in the hip. He crawled back to their camp and traveled by
wagon the rest of the way.
They came into California along the Humboldt River through beautiful Hope Valley and finally arrived
in Calaveras County. The families' dreams of a peaceful and prosperous new life came true as they
worked on farms or as blacksmiths. Jesse became a rancher and freighter, transporting supplies to the
camps. He and Catherine had several children. All three families intermarried and cousins relate
these stories and grow Catherine's rose.
It would have taken some effort to keep this rose alive
during the journey, but roses are tough, and so were
the families. This rose was not only a memento from
home, but a symbol of love and hope. We have planted two more of these roses by the cemetery office because it evokes the history of many pioneers who are
buried in our grounds.
Another Lawrenciana-type rose is found at ‘Dudley
Farm’ near Gainesville, Florida. Phillip Benjamin
Harvey “P.B.H.” Dudley relocated there with his family from Charleston to Florida in the 1850s. They
transported numerous roses from Charleston to their
new homestead over the next several decades, including a miniature pink China hybrid purchased about the time that his first granddaughter, Dorothy
“Dolly” Dudley was born in 1878. Known as “Dolly Dudley,” it has been compared to “The Abbott &
Burns Family Rose” and appears to be identical. How did two different pioneer families on two different coasts come to grow the same rose? If it was in commerce, what was it called? These are the sort
of historic mysteries that we love to ponder, and the historic roses that we love to preserve.
—————————
(1) City of Rocks, AKA Silent City of Rocks was a common stop on the California trail and is now a National Reserve. Initials of immigrants left in axle grease can still be seen on Register Rock in the park.
(2) A series of attacks by members of the Utah Territorial Militia on the Baker-Fancher emigrant train in southern Utah September of 1857
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ROSES FOR ELMWOOD CEMETERY

Anita Clevenger

A few years ago a heritage rose lover named Christopher Gordon began dreaming of planting old roses and
other heritage plants in a cemetery. He’d heard of the Sacramento Historic Rose Garden and was inspired
by our documentary and a slide show prepared by long-term supporter Jeri Jennings. He learned about
Elmwood Cemetery, a privately-owned 50-acre non-sectarian cemetery founded in 1868 in New Brunswick,
New Jersey.
This cemetery boasts many imposing monuments, mature trees, rolling hills and winding carriage ways. It
has had about 16,000 interments, with approximately 100 added each year. Like so many cemeteries of its
time, the grounds are lovely and historic. One of the founders of Johnson & Johnson, Robert Wood Johnson, rests in an imposing Greek Revival mausoleum. Joyce Kilmer, author of the beloved poem “Trees,”
died and was buried in France at the end of WWI, but his family erected a cenotaph (pillar) in his honor in
their family plot.
Elmwood Cemetery has been owned by the same
family since its founding, and sixth-generation
Eleanor “Ellie” Molloy is now the cemetery’s
president. She is working to make the cemetery
more active in the community, to preserve and
restore its historic features, and to care for and
increase the many trees and other plants on the
grounds. She is following the lead of many cemeteries nation-wide that have registered their
grounds as arboreta and embraced their landscapes as green oases for their urban neighbors.
She is concerned about how landscaping equipment has damaged the monuments: string trimmers (weed-eaters) erode the soil around their bases, leaving them vulnerable to being dislodged by lawnmowers. She recognized that establishing gardens in lieu of
grass could “kill many birds with one stone,” preserving the monuments, eliminating eyesores and hard-tomow areas, adding beauty, and encouraging community interest. She worked with Christopher to identify
areas where turf is difficult to grow and maintain. Often, they were areas with large trees.
Christopher recognized the opportunity as well as the challenges. Roses don’t grow well in shade and with
competing tree roots, but he believed he could carefully select and site shade-loving perennials and selected
roses. There is no irrigation in the cemetery, just a hose by the office, but he felt that summer rains would
keep the plantings alive if he amended and mulched the soil. There are deer, too, which he may need to deter. Christopher was not concerned about freeze damage despite winter temperatures sometimes falling below 0° Fahrenheit. He has found well-established roses growing on their own roots rebound even if frozen
to the ground.
Christopher researched roses and companion plants that fit the timeframe of the designated plots. In some
cases, over 150 years are represented from the oldest date of birth to the latest date of burial, so he had considerable leeway. A list of the roses that he has or plans to plant is on the HelpMeFind website. (1)
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At the top of the list is our “Abbott & Burns Family Rose,” a miniature China rose he placed by a child’s
grave. Other roses originating from our cemetery garden are “Baretta St. Bourbon” and “Roseville Noisette.” These roses are commercially available due to our efforts to share them through Florida Southern College, and it is wonderful to find them growing in a fellow cemetery.
Another familiar Sacramento flower is the old iris, ‘Crimson King.’ Kim Rupert sent Christopher some of
our rhizomes, which now grow in Elmwood. Christopher is putting in many old cultivars of perennials
and spring bulbs, including a white narcissus, ‘Thalia,’ which we grow in several plots. He’s also planting forget-me-nots, which were adopted as a flower symbol by the Masons.
After Ellie designates a potential area, she and Christopher agree on the perimeter. He cuts a furrowedge around it, lays cardboard on the grass and weeds, and covers it in wood chips. This is another “win
-win” because the cemetery has large quantities of wood chips from their usual tree maintenance.
How is all of this being funded? Some of
the materials are free, such as cardboard
boxes, mulch from tree trimmings in the
cemetery, donated roses, and coffee
grounds from Starbucks. The cemetery is
purchasing the spring bulbs. The Heritage
Rose Foundation gave a $500 grant. But
mostly, this endeavor is funded out of Chris’
pocket and with his “sweat equity.”
Ideally, others will be sweating with the roses along with him. About a dozen people
turned out for Planting Day on April 28,
and Christopher has instituted a weekly
Sunday Chores Day.
Christopher cautions that this project is in very early stages, and it is “experimental tough love.” It is,
indeed, a labor of love. We wish him every success.
——(1) www.helpmefind.com. Click on Gardens, enter Elmwood Cemetery, then click on the tab “Plants
Grown”
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CEMETERY ROSE
Get ready for fall and winter
Things to do in fall:
• September is time to fertilize and clean up the soil.
• Remove those pesky remaining weeds.
• Select new bulbs for spring.
• Clean up the garden—falling leaves, again and again!
• Mulch around the roses.
• Plant cool season veggies.
• Protect temperature sensitive plants.
• Take cuttings of roses.
• Clean, sharpen and prepare tools for...pruning season—it will be
here before we know it!
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