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Sacramento Historic Rose Garden

OPEN GARDEN 2016

In this issue:

Each year we boast, “...this years’ Open Garden will be
the best ever”. This may be that year. A warm, dry February pushed growth and early bloom and we anticipate
the garden will be spectacular. We will have more roses
to sell, walking tours in the Rose Garden, cart tours of
the cemetery, a history tour of the cemetery and the opportunity to visit a beautiful garden and spend time with
our rosy friends.
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Volunteers are working hard to make this years’ event
special. This year may also be the last time to view our
wonderful climbing roses—at least as they are now.
Do plan to come out on April 9 (9:30—2:00) to visit the
Historic Rose Garden, Hamilton Square Perennial Garden and the Native Plant Demonstration Garden.

VOLUNTEERS
IN THE HISTORIC ROSE GARDEN

Open Garden

Cemetery
Artifacts

6

Cemetery
Security

7

Favorite Task—
Propagation

7

Plymouth
Cemetery

8

Plant ID

9
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Over the years, many volunteers have worked in the Historic
Rose Garden. Each one brings something unique to the garden;
knowledge, expertise, perspective, a point of view. While there
are a specific tasks to be done, most volunteers find a way into a
task that is interesting and rewarding.
Like other volunteers, I looked for a volunteer activity for my
retirement. I found an enjoyable activity that takes advantage
of my skills with opportunities to learn. Working in the Historic Rose Garden has proven to be the one task with which I have
stuck and brings me a great deal of satisfaction. Curiosity led
me to learn about other Rose Garden volunteers.
Sometimes a volunteer will join to learn about old roses and
even those who say they began volunteering just because they
love old roses, want to learn more. When asked about favorite
tasks, most volunteers reply, “pruning”. Yes, pruning.
Now pruning old garden roses can be a challenge with various
types of cultivars and their different pruning requirements. Of
course some roses are such vigorous growers that pruning can

(Continued on page 4)
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EDITORIAL
City of Sacramento staff have presented pruning
guidelines for gardening volunteers within the
cemetery, and we must become familiar with
them as we work in the Historic Rose Garden.
We recognize that the City must comply with
standards defined by the Department of Interior
governing sites on the National Historic Register. While we may believe some elements of the
guidelines seem arbitrarily over-reaching, we are
working hard to comply with them while maintaining the integrity of the Historic Rose Garden.
Volunteers are to be applauded for all the hard
work this winter. We have pruned, snipped,
sawn, reduced and otherwise shaped the roses.
We have moved, removed, propagated and tended both roses and companion plants. The roses
will be ready to show off at Open Garden, thanks
to the hard work of all volunteers.
Take time to enjoy the results of your efforts this
spring.
Questions, comments, concerns,
Judy Eitzen
verlaine@citlink.net

Events

in the
Historic Rose Garden
Spring Beauties Awaken—tour
Saturday, March 26 10:00 a.m.
WFRS Award Recognition
Saturday, April
2, 2:00 p.m.
HEADLINE
OPEN GARDEN
SUB-HEAD.
Saturday,
April 9,SUB-HEAD.
9:30-2:00
SUB-HEAD. SUB-HEAD.

ROMANCE & ROSES
Saturday, April 23, 6:30 p.m.
(ticketed event)

We found vines of a large size,
and in some cases quite loaded with grapes; we also found
an abundance of roses, which
appeared to be like those of
Castile.
Father Junipero Serra
c 1769
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Deadheading at Dusk
May 2, June 6, August 1, September 5
6:30 p.m.
Deadheading at Daybreak
May 16, June 18, September 17
7:30 a.m.
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CURATOR’S CORNER
After the early bloom of the last two years, we decided to move Open Garden up from its usual date of
the third Saturday in April. As things stand now,
that was a good decision. Not only did the single
white and yellow banksias begin to bloom by the end
of February, many of the Teas and Chinas also burst
into flower. By April 9, the Hybrid Perpetuals and
Hybrid Musks may be taking center stage.
We had considerable rain in January, and almost
none in February. The Pruning Party was rained out
after lunch, though we had more than twenty people
working hard in the morning. We were worried it
would rain on the day that Stephen Scanniello came
to give his class on pruning climbing roses. Despite
threatening weather and a few sprinkles, it was very
well-attended, with sixty people at each session
(about twenty people stayed for both morning and
afternoon). We greatly appreciate his generous donation of time, talent and expertise.
We’ve done much more pruning than usual this winter, and it will be interesting to see how the roses
respond. Stephen gave a decisive trim to two climbing roses, ‘Reve d’Or’ and ‘Like Lamarque’. In fact,
they weren’t just trims, they were buzz cuts! We’ve
been working to get the roses away from headstones
and plot surrounds in accordance with City guidelines. Pruning stimulates growth, and new growth
stimulates bloom. So, will we have more flowers as
a result?

Anita Clevenger
help keep down the weeds, but mostly, it’s just manual labor.
Some weeding is especially tedious because weeds
are so intermingled with desirable plants such as
lupine, poppies, bulbs and geraniums. Weeds can be
very pretty, too. Cut leaf geranium (G. dissectum)
looks very similar to geranium hybrids. Oxalis has
pretty little clover-like leaves and yellow flowers.
Sometimes, it seems that it would be better (and
certainly easier) to just relax and consider them
companion plants.
Much of our time has been spent trying to figure out
how to respond to the City’s new guidelines, which
are making significant changes to our garden. Some
changes are apparent already and bring questions.
Can we still keep an award-winning garden that preserves rare and historic roses and attracts people
from around the world? Can we do some positive
things in the process, including making sure that
our rare roses are shared with other public gardens
and commercial sources so that they are not lost forever? We hope so.

The guidelines also direct that weeds and companion plants (mostly poppies) be cleared at least
twelve inches from the flat stones and not cover the
plot surround. At this time of year, this is a Sisyphean task, because no sooner do you pull out some
weeds, more pop up. Some very devoted volunteers
have kept after the weeds, assisted by the Sheriff’s
crew. The good news is that, come summer, the annual weeds will stop germinating. The bad news is
that Bermuda grass and nutsedge will continue to
thrive. As the poppies fade, we will pull out any that
are within twelve inches of the plot surrounds and
have the Sheriffs crew cut back the rest to the
ground. They will rebloom, but on much smaller
plants and with paler yellow flowers. We plan to
purchase and spread wood chips on some plots to
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VOLUNTEERS, CON’T.
(Continued from page 1)

be a physical challenge as well. These are not your
home garden cut-it-down-to-a-foot-high modern
roses—snip, snip, and it’s done. Sometimes finding
the dead, diagonal, diseased and damaged canes
alone can take time. Shaping the plant – correctly –
and being sure the rose doesn’t cover a headstone or
monument can be a daunting task. My belief is that
volunteers enjoy pruning roses because they can see
the result of their work in spring when the roses
bloom in all their glory. This is what makes pruning
such a rewarding task.
Another favorite task is propagating new roses.
Growing a new plant from a small cutting into a
beautiful rose is very rewarding. Like pruning,
propagation is a learning opportunity. What is the
best time of year to take cuttings? How large?
Propagation method? We are fortunate to be able to
propagate roses at the Consumnes River College
Greenhouse where a variety of techniques can be
tried and improvements learned. It is also rewarding to grow a historic rose knowing it will be planted
in a home garden or botanical garden elsewhere in
California. Sharing these historical plants can be
very rewarding.

Volunteers cite their least favorite tasks as ridding
plants of pests and disease, specifically spider mites
(spraying with water) and rust (removing diseased
leaves and sanitizing the plant). Likewise, a least
favorite job is pulling weeds. For this garden, weeding is a year-round activity. Because the garden is in
a public space and most of the roses are diseaseresistant and because we do not want to damage
other plants or infrastructure, we are pesticide and
herbicide free. Of course this means weeding must
be done by hand and ridding the roses of spider
mites and other pests that dare to appear must also
be done by hand.
The bottom line for volunteers is that working in the
Historic City Cemetery among these wonderful roses
brings a sense of peace to visitors and volunteers
alike. In full bloom, the garden is a beautiful place
to work, and even when there are few blossoms, foliage and hips provide a beauty of their own. An added benefit is the camaraderie shared among a group
of volunteers who spend time together learning
about these wonderful plants and enjoying the success of this very special garden.

Volunteers have favorites among the roses. Here are:
‘Fortune’s Double Yellow’, ‘Mme Lombard’, ‘Perle d’Or’,
‘Lady Hillingdon’ and ‘Reve d’Or’.
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CLIMBING ROSES AT RISK
Rose garden volunteers are reeling from guidelines
the City issued on Feb 19. Their ‘Guidelines for
Trimming, Pruning and Planting in the Historic Old
City Cemetery’ direct us to remove all forms of support (trellises) from plants throughout the cemetery.
This has a great impact on the rose garden.
We counted more than forty supports, from simple
stakes to rebar domes, from tripods to frames supporting fountaining roses, to the seven structures
built of historic fencing provided by the late City
Historian, Jim Henley. These last were erected at
the behest of and by
City staff. Visitors to
our garden know
that climbing roses
are a hallmark of the
garden, helping create the magical feeling of being surrounded by roses at
all levels.
The City offered additional space for
roses along the perimeter fence, but it
is not nearly enough
space to grow the
nearly sixty roses
that are impacted.
Additionally,
the
fence is a harsh environment where we
have had trouble
with sunburn and
borer damage on the
climbers that we
grow there.

Anita Clevenger
interpretations that will lead to considerable cutback or outright moving or removal of a number of
roses.
We have until March 19 to comply with the guidelines. If the City approves a proposal listing plants
that need to be moved, we have until December 1,
2016 to do so. This will give us a bit of time, but not
enough, to propagate and plan relocation of all these
roses. Affected roses include “Fortune’s Double Yellow’, ‘Souvenir de Mme. Leonie Viennot’, ‘Reve
d’Or’ and banksias grown over frames and domes.
After these deadlines,
City Parks will prune
and remove plants
and trellises without
notice.
We are working to
identify the rare or
historic roses impacted by this in order to
propagate them for
replanting. We also
want to get them into
the hands of other
public gardens and
commercial growers.
As things stand now,
we will still have a
Historic Rose Garden, but it will not be
the same as the garden that so many
people around the
world love.

The guidelines also reiterate previous requirements
to keep all plants 12 inches from stones, and to ensure that vertical stones can be seen from all directions. We thought that we were fully complying
with this, but City Parks has given us much stricter

The Heritage Rose
Group has further
information about this, including contact points
within the city. If you wish to state your support for
the trellises in our garden, and for the Historic Rose
Garden overall, do it now.
www.theheritagerosesgroup.org.

It was June, and the world smelled of roses.
The sunshine was like powdered gold over the grassy hillside.
Maud Hart Lovelace, Betsy-Tacy and Tib, 1941
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CEMETERY ARTIFACTS

Judy Eitzen

One aspect of managing the cemetery as a historic site is to study the features of the property—to
determine those features to be protected as part
of compliance with guidelines published by the
National Register of Historic Places. It’s a little
like working a puzzle. We learn details from a
variety of sources, public documents, architectural styles, plans, period books and photos and
even oral histories.

Landscapes change over time and one as old as
the Historic City Cemetery—some 166 years—has
changed a lot. To add to the complexity, plot
owners have added elements over the years, according to the style of their times, their beliefs
and available funding. Further, the property was
essentially abandoned for years in the mid 20th
century. Consequently, there is no one style or
feature which alone defines the cemetery.
There are volunteers and visitors who have personal histories with the cemetery and may have
information which could shed light on some aspect of the property. Perhaps there exists an old
family photo taken on the grounds or a record of
the purchase of a headstone, plant or other item
placed on site.
The photo below, for example, taken in 1905,
shows a row of fairly young elm trees planted by
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the City at the end of the 1870’s and which are nearly all gone now.
If you have or know of a photo or other artifact
showing the cemetery or a plot in the cemetery,
please share it with City staff. Contact City Historian Marcia Eymann, at the Center for Sacramento
History, meymann@cityofsacramento.org.

Such items are invaluable as a means of recording
the history of this beautiful place.
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MY FAVORITE TASKS
Greenhouse propagation continues to be a fascinating and rewarding learning experience. Under the
able leadership of Bill Harp, the volunteer greenhouse propagators are completing our second year
of raising baby roses in the greenhouse at Cosumnes
River College.
One challenge we overcame this year was adjusting
the pH in the soil to a more optimum level for roses.
Roses grow best in a soil environment that is slightly
acidic. Unfortunately, the water in the greenhouse
is quite alkaline. This year, we purchased a soil mix
fortified with peat moss, which seems to have provided enough acidity to compensate for the high pH
of the water.
Another challenge was related to the timing of our
propagation efforts. Cuttings taken in late summer
through mid-November struck vigorous roots quickly and transplanted easily. Cuttings taken in December and January languished in the rooting medi-

CEMETERY SECURITY
City staff recently expressed concern about security
in the rose garden because some roses are so large.
They didn’t give us any specifics, but said that many
of the roses could provide hiding places for people
and debris. That was news to me. We have rarely
found any trash or other items in the roses, and
have never encountered anybody lurking behind or
under a rose.
We looked at the garden with fresh eyes, and concluded that we should prune up the bottom of large
roses such as ‘Fortuneana’ and ‘R. soulieana’ for increased visibility. We could clearly see up and down
the garden along the grid of paths, with one exception. In the plot at the corner of Ivy and Laburnum,
two giant’ Perle d’Or’ roses grew. They made a
beautiful, massive display, but they blocked the view
into the Broadway Bed. Much as we loved these
huge roses, we decided to remove the rose to the
west, and significantly prune the remaining one.
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Lynda Ives
um and many failed to take root at all. February
cuttings once again produced vigorous rootlings.
Our hypothesis is that because we provided no additional light in the winter months, the plants’ failure
to thrive was a result of light deprivation. Next year
we may need to begin taking cuttings in early August in order to maximize the availability of light.
As a result of our efforts, we currently have about
250 beautiful baby roses growing on the greenhouse
tables. Along with the home-raised roses from Karen Jefferson and Kathryn MacKenzie, we expect to
have over 500 healthy gallon-size heritage roses
ready for sale at the Open Garden event on April 9th.

Lynda Ives is a Rose Garden Volunteer and Sacramento County Master Gardener. Like most volunteers, she enjoys learning about the roses, especially
the best techniques to propagate and grow new
plants...ed.

Anita Clevenger
We’ve opened up a nice view of a large monument to the west, and created better visibility
into that section of the garden. It looks bare
there now, but we’ve planted some summer
bulbs and will be using this space for an added
small rose or two this winter.
In general, we don’t believe that the rose garden
poses any special risks. The City has put into
place a number of security measures for the
cemetery, including a fence which is locked before dark every evening, security cameras, city
staff on site during the day and a security guard
at night. We are in an urban setting where anything can happen, so we need to keep cars
locked, valuables out of sight, cell phones handy
and to stay alert. The beauty of our garden attracts many volunteers and visitors, which
makes us all safer.
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PLYMOUTH CEMETERY VISIT
About eight years ago, Jill Perry, curator of the San
Jose Heritage Rose Garden, visited Amador County’s lovely little Plymouth Memorial Cemetery. She
found about ten roses, including the best specimen
of ‘Climbing La France’ she’d ever seen. It was
nearly ten feet tall, healthy and vigorous even with
no water or care. She found ‘Rose of Castile’ (often
called ‘Autumn Damask.’ She found a ‘Hermosa’
that was so big that she believes it is the climbing
sport, ‘Setina.’ She also found a
purple hybrid perpetual.

Anita Clevenger
most of the roses are recovering. Roundup damage
can persist for years, so some leaves are still pale
and deformed. Life appears to be in the balance for
one of the roses. ‘Climbing La France,’ alas, appears
to be dead.
But there is good news. One of the primary purposes of the Historic Rose Garden is to preserve roses
that would otherwise be lost. We will propagate the
rose, and return it to its home.

Kathryn Mackenzie and Liz Hall
went to take cuttings there. They
named the purple hybrid perpetual “Pulich Children.” We’ve told
the story about how this rose came
to reunite long-scattered members
of the Pulich family (see ‘Cemetery
Rose
newsletter,
September,
2012.) “Pulich Children” and ‘La
France, Climbing’ now thrive in
the Historic Rose Garden.

Kudos to Beverly Rose and Gordon Hopper
for rescuing these roses!

Roses can survive for a long time,
or they can be lost in a moment.
Plymouth cemetery caretakers began to use Roundup to kill weeds,
and that’s what they thought the
roses were. Reports began to filter
through the rose community that Rose damaged by Roundup
the Plymouth roses were finished.
That’s where Beverly Rose Hopper
stepped in. An active member of the Mother Lode
Rose Society, she recognized what these methods
could do. She talked to Plymouth officials and made
them aware of the treasures that lived in their cemetery. She cut out dead canes from all of the roses
and a scrub oak that was covering ‘Setina’. She and
her husband brought in compost and fertilizer, and
carried buckets of water to them throughout the
summer. (The cemetery is not irrigated.) They posted signs identifying the roses and warning people
not to prune or spray them.
I had the opportunity to visit there recently, and
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Beverly Rose Hopper
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PLANT IDENTIFICATION?
A recent scientific study and a popular magazine
article have brought together several ideas (at least
in my mind) that have been floating for some time.
We talk continuously of rose identification, and do
so primarily by comparing them visually, then genetically when possible. As keepers of a garden of
historical roses, many of which traveled to California with pioneers in the 19th century, we attempt to
learn their history and perhaps their origins. As roses, like many agricultural plants, have been hybridized for centuries, we look for data telling us which
roses were parents, which were chance seedlings or
spontaneous mutations. There’s lots to consider
and talk about and rose aficionados have cheerfully
been doing it for years.
A recent study conducted by researchers from Oxford University and the Royal Botanic Garden in Edinburgh, Scotland has determined that some 50% of
all natural history specimens held in the world’s museums are possibly wrongly named, including botanical specimens. Accuracy is crucial to the biological
studies and as ever larger databases of information
gathered from around the world are being compiled,
inaccuracies have become apparent. Hence the
study.
The team used the Botanical Research and Herbarium Management System (BRAHMS) (1) to conduct
the study three ways. First, they considered how the
name of a single specimen might change over time
as newer scientists add their knowledge to old records. This part of the study focused on 4,500 specimens of an African ginger plant. Prior to a detailed
monographic study published in 2014, more than
58% of specimens were misidentified.
The second method was to consider how duplicated
specimens from the same plant might be given different names in different museums. Much like
when various rose ‘rustlers’ find the same plant at
different times and give it different study names.
The study described it as similar to ‘separating identical twins at birth’.
Finally, the team considered mistakes within online
records by studying some 50,000 specimens of
sweet potato. They found approximately 40% of
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Judy Eitzen
these were outdated synonyms rather than the current name.
The team suggests digitizing specimens so they become available for species-level taxonomy, and DNA
sequencing as essential tools to codify naming
around the world. These tools would be used for
publication of foundation monographs for individual species. (2)
An article published in Techly,(3) an Australian
online magazine, states that pretty much all apples
grown today can be traced back to two trees in Kazakhstan. The author posits that because thousands
of years ago these two trees produced the sweetest,
tastiest apples, they were more often eaten by Kazakhstani bears and therefore spread (the usual
way) throughout the forest. Thus, less flavorful and
perhaps less colorful apples – sour, bitter, et al –
weren’t spread by bears nor eaten by humans. Recent gene sequencing has shown that some 90% of
all apples grown commercially today came from
these two trees.

The bad news – we now have a very shallow apple
gene pool which leads to disease-prone apples subject to blights and pests. Sound familiar? Good
news: American researchers have begun to reinvigorate the gene pool by taking some 20,000 seedlings
from the original two trees to be studied.
All of this points out that while we’re finding and
trying to identify specific roses, we will probably not
be able to do so with complete accuracy without
gene sequencing. I’m thinking that finding a scientifically definitive identification could take some of
the fun out of our rosy gatherings.
So for now, pour a glass of wine and let’s talk about
our favorite found rose. Now, what could it be….?
______________________

1) As Johannes Brahms composed highly complex and
structured music (including my favorite symphony,
no. 3) this acronym seems appropriate.
2) The study has been published in Current Biology
http://www.cell.com/current-biology/home
3) http://www.techly.com.au
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CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip
Spring Irrigation
Now’s the time to check your home
irrigation system. California got a
fair amount of moisture this winter, but we’re still facing drought
conditions and can’t afford to
waste water.
Check your system for leaks and
misplaced sprinkler heads or drip
emitters, etc. If your system runs
with a timer, check the timer and
its wiring as well. It’s also a good
idea to check hoses, nozzles, and
drip lines.
Many water districts now regulate
timing of home irrigation systems.
Check with your district to learn
when you may water.

WFRS Award Dedication
In 2015, the Historic Rose Garden was designated as a Garden of Excellence by the World Federation of Rose Societies.
Please plan to
join us on April
2, at 2 p.m.,
when we will
formally dedicate the plaque
in the Rose
Garden.
A brief garden
tour and reception will follow
the dedication.

For additional info on water use in
the Sacramento Valley, check this
website:
http://bewatersmart.info/

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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