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Sacramento Historic Rose Garden

Preserving California’s Heritage Roses

Heritage Roses in Australia

Anita Clevenger

Imagine a land where old roses have survived a century or
more in old cemeteries, homesteads and along roadsides. Imagine a group of people dedicated to advancing the preservation, cultivation, distribution and study of these old roses. Imagine those preservation efforts being threatened by herbicides, a lack of support by public and private entities, the closure of many nurseries and the aging and loss of many old rose
advocates.

CEMETERY ROSE

No, this land is not California. It’s Australia, a land with an
old rose culture as strong as ours and where garden pests include kangaroos, wombats and Sulphur-crested cockatoos.
Heritage Roses in Australia (HRIA), Inc., was formed in 1979,
four years after the founding of the United States’ Heritage
Roses Group. The two groups have exchanged information
ever since by letter, electronic media and personal contacts.
When we are really lucky, we attend one another’s conferences
and visit one another’s gardens.

Vol. XVI No. 2

In this issue:

Heritage Roses in
Australia

P1

Editorial

P2

TAC Update

P2

Curator’s Corner
Scanniello Snips
Stems

P3
P4

Ramblers by Anne P 5
Belovich
Dormancy

P6

Cemetery Roses
Down Under

P8

HRF Conference— P 10
2017

The HRIA rotates its administration among six regions every
two years, producing a quarterly newsletter and hosting a biennial conference. This year New South Wales took a turn,
holding its conference in Mittagong in the Southern Highlands
southwest of Sydney. This is a cool, temperate region that has
long attracted people wishing to escape the heat, humidity and
bustle of the cities. It is renowned for its country estates and
great gardens. I was one of six fortunate Americans who
joined 160 Australians and a dozen rosarians from New Zealand for ten days of tours, formal talks, and endless rosy conversations. Jill Perry, curator of the San Jose Heritage Rose
Garden, was also in attendance.
Before the conference, I went to Southern Australia to see even
more roses and visit even more rosarians. I wanted to visit
some of their cemeteries (subject of another article in this
newsletter), to see the Barossa Old Rose Repository in Angaston, and to closely examine the Tea, Noisette and China collection that the HRIA established at Ruston’s Roses in Renmark.
This collection includes all of the varieties of these classes
available in Australia, whether found or commercial, and is
invaluable for comparison and study.
(Continued on page 7)
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EDITORIAL
2016 was a year of some confusion and controversies as well as hard work and successes.
Early in the year, we began to deal with new
planting guidelines for the Cemetery. First
we had to make an effort to understand contradictory statements by various city staff,
then to implement what we could, while attempting to explore ways to communicate our
vision for the garden to those who did not
know we had a vision. All of this took much
time and distracted volunteers from ongoing
efforts to maintain the garden, plan and hold
events, classes and tours.
We hope that implementation of the Technical Advisory Committee with participation
of historical landscape experts and cemetery
volunteers will clarify and codify gardening
plans throughout the Cemetery and support
the vision of the collection of historic roses.
I know we volunteers will continue to monitor
and participate in the process as we are able.
Judy Eitzen, ed.
Questions, comments, concerns
verlaine@citlink.net

2017 Events in the
Historic Rose Garden
Jan 14 – Stephen Scanniello pruning classes
Jan 21 – Pruning Party
(Jan 28 = rain date)
March 25 – Spring Beauties
Awaken Tour
April 8 – Open Garden
April 15 – Romance & Roses
April 22 – Old Garden Rose Class
April 29 – Sacramento Rose Show
May 1—Deadheading at Dusk

HEADLINE

June 5—Deadheading at Dusk
SUB-HEAD.
SUB-HEAD.
September
9—Propagation
Class
SUB-HEAD. SUB-HEAD.

November 18—Fall Color Tour

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE
We are still awaiting the formation of the Technical Advisory Committee to advise the City on best
management practices for the cemetery and its landscape. Many of the members have been named
but final details including funding, city council approval and scheduling are still to be resolved.

We hope that we are able to resolve matters in an open, participatory process. We share many of the
objectives of the disputed guidelines, which seek to ensure that inscriptions are visible, paths are not
obstructed by plants and that cemetery features are not permanently damaged by biological growth.
We object to the strict prohibitions against any form of plant supports and the dictum that monuments be visible from all directions.
The Historic Rose Garden, including its climbing roses, is a contributing feature to the cemetery’s
federal designation as a National Historic District. As such, we should move or remove established
roses only when absolutely necessary, and work to improve the garden and its structures rather than
diminish it. We hope to preserve our cemetery’s beauty and its long tradition as a pioneer garden
cemetery.
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CURATOR’S CORNER
By my estimation, nearly a thousand hours of direct labor were devoted to the rose garden in the
past three months. Our usual dedicated complement of volunteers was augmented by people who
came to our deadheading events, three AmeriCorps teams (40 young people). Fifty members of
the Sheriff’s Work Project were assigned on a
work day devoted to our garden.
We’ve weeded, trimmed roses, groomed iris,
planted companion plants, and spread compost,
bark chips and fertilizer. We also continued
tweaking the irrigation system to ensure that every rose gets the right amount of water, fixing
leaks, forming irrigation basins around the roses,
changing the location and type of bubblers as
needed, and setting the clocks to apply the weekly
amount of water divided between two days rather
than once a week.
For a brief, shining moment, much of the garden
looked absolutely groomed. The roses responded
to our care and the irrigation changes by blooming enthusiastically. Then, our unusually wet,
warm autumn took a toll. The weeds suddenly
sprouted and rose blossoms collapsed into moldy
sodden masses. The weather encouraged much
more powdery mildew than we usually see this
time of year. Our volunteers are a relatively resilient group, but it’s hard not to be discouraged.
While we can blame the weather and the time of
year for much of the weed growth, in fact the
work that we’ve been doing in response to city
concerns about the size and placement of the roses has encouraged weeds. We’ve reduced the size
of many of the roses and worked to keep plants
away from plot edges and monuments. We’ve
weeded constantly, bringing up weed seeds, distributing persistent roots and exposing bare soil.
All gardeners know that plants shade and crowd
out weeds. Nature abhors a vacuum, and where
there is sun, soil and space, weeds will emerge.

Anita Clevenger
emergent and sedge killers. We want to get off of
the weed treadmill, or at least slow it down.
We are not complaining about the rain, however.
We hope it continues all winter long, replenishing
the ground water and filling our reservoirs. The
rain carries atmospheric nitrogen and washes in
the fertilizer and amendments that we applied.
I’ve observed much less rust on roses (primarily
some Hybrid Perpetuals) that are usually covered
with it during the autumn, and believe that spores
have been rinsed away. Let it rain! Please,
please, please, let it rain!
We have already been working on clearing out
and trimming back many roses, particularly oncebloomers. We will prune in earnest in the winter
months, preparing for yet another spectacular
spring bloom. We will not prune if the roses are
wet or if rain or high wind is forecast within 48
hours to reduce the spread of bacterial disease.
Join us on our Tuesday and Saturday work days
and plan to come to the Pruning Party on January
21. If our usual work days are rained out, we will
come in on other sunny days to work. I will notify
regular volunteers of additional work days and
will post changes on Facebook.
Anita

Happy Holidays!

Email: anitac5159@gmail.com
Cell: 916-715-7294

We need to apply deeper mulch and consider adding more perennials and woody ornamentals to
increase the beauty of the garden and compete
with the weeds. We are also considering using
fabric and cardboard weed barriers and judicious
application of specific herbicides, such as pre3
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DESIGNING WITH ROSES—Stephen Scanniello Visits the Rose Garden
On January 14 Stephen Scanniello will conduct two
pruning workshops in the Historic Rose Garden.
His focus will be how to use roses in landscapes—
large and small. At 10 a.m. he will focus on climbing
roses and shrub roses in the afternoon beginning at
1:30 p.m.
There is a $10 minimum donation to attend each
workshop (collected at the event). Half of the proceeds go to support the Rose Garden and half to the
Heritage Rose Foundation.
Stephen literally wrote the book on climbing roses
and his entertaining approach to pruning leaves us
laughing and ready to tackle our own pruning tasks.
Join us to learn his techniques and see the results
for yourself next spring.

Above: Stephen working on “Like Lamarque” last January
Below: the same rose still blooming in November
Left: Stephen’s book, Climbing Roses

“You know what they say
about rosarians? Ask ‘em a
question and a half-hour later
they take a breath.”
Jim Delahanty
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Ramblers and Other Rose Species Hybrids by Anne Belovich
A few years ago, I had the privilege of visiting
Anne Belovich for a personal tour of her amazing
garden. It was an enlightening day that changed
the way I look at species and rambling roses.
While many dismiss the mostly once-blooming,
wandering, seemingly old-fashioned plants, Anne
has long been fascinated by them and compiled a
comprehensive guide for all of us.
Ramblers and Other Rose Species Hybrids, published by the American Rose Society, is treasure
as is Anne herself. The book is a must-have for
anyone interested in the heritage and growth of
these roses.
At retirement, Anne and her late husband purchased five acres in Washington state and over
the years, Anne has created a garden of some 300
varieties of ramblers, many of which are rare and
grow only in her garden. Fortunately, cuttings
have been taken and shipped to Chambersville,
Texas to establish the Anne Belovich Rambler
Garden in the Heritage Roses Garden there.
With descriptions and photos of ramblers from
around the world, this volume is a most comprehensive list. Included in the list are some close
species ancestors and some modern ramblers
with unknown parentage. In fact, Anne includes
parentage (when known) for each rose.
Anne defines the term ‘rambler’ as a, “convenient
descriptive term for indicating general nature
and growth habit of the roses rather than as a
horticultural class.” This makes sense and gives
easy understanding to rambler neophytes.
The book lists roses alphabetically by their registered names with alternative or common names
as well. A quick perusal shows many roses grown
in our collection are included. In fact, more than
twenty species roses are in the Historic Rose Garden. This makes the book a great reference for
HRG volunteers.
Visiting with Anne Belovich

5

December 2016

Judy Eitzen

DORMANCY
As we approach winter, we are reminded that
many roses in the Historic Rose Garden become
dormant, which is the appropriate time for pruning. But just what is dormancy? There are (of
course) various botanical definitions of dormancy, but in essence it is the time when perennial
plants cease to grow and botanical processes
within the plant are reduced.

“Alive, but inactive” is one definition of dormant
in the American Horticultural Society’s book on
pruning and training. The authors go further to
define dormancy as “The state of temporary cessation of growth in plants, and slowing down of
other activities, usually during winter.” (1)
Further details are provided by Brian Capon who
explains that a plant, “…prepares for the approach of seasons when combined adverse environmental conditions are bound to limit growth
or threaten death. Entry into dormancy entails a
reduction of physiological activities to the minimum level needed for survival.”(2) He further
reminds us that plants often discard vulnerable
parts during dormancy – leaves prone to frost
damage, for example.
In addition to protecting the plant through the
adverse conditions of winter – frost, cold winds,
cloud cover – dormancy helps organisms conserve energy. Some plants have built-in timers
that tell them when to become dormant, at other
times, plants react to adverse conditions – e.g.,
drought – by becoming dormant as a life-saving
mechanism.
Linda Chalker-Scott in her book How Plants
Work, refers to dormant plants as “sleeping
beauties.”(3) She discusses the internal clocks
that put plants to sleep “Rip Van Winkle style”
until their internal alarm wakes them up. (4) She
goes further to state that internal clocks permit
plants to ignore warm sunny winter days and
stay dormant for the required period. This protects plants from producing fragile new growth
vulnerable to a sudden frost or windstorm.
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Different plants have different time-tables, just as
different rose varieties do. Some species roses
such as R. canina begin producing fruit and losing
a few leaves as early as mid-to-late summer, while
others like R. brunonii wait for cold nights to color
and drop their leaves. Of course, once-blooming
species do everything differently and usually earlier than repeat-blooming roses. Repeat-bloomers,
vary as well, thus we tend to prune first those
which enter dormancy first.
Once a rose has acclimated itself to Sacramento,
its dormancy period may vary from the same cultivar in another location – say Colorado or Florida.
It manages to find the best timing for itself in
whatever environment. In Sacramento’s relatively
mild climate, some roses are reluctant to become
completely dormant and may be encouraged, thus
permitting the plant to rest, and hopefully prolonging its life. At this time we remove diseased
and damaged leaves and canes to discourage pathogens.
When roses ‘break dormancy’ – that is, begin to
produce new leaves and shoots – they will flower
soon. Some researchers believed that the length of
daylight controls when many plants begin to
bloom in spring. More recent research, however,
has determined that it is the period of dark – the
absence of light – that is the determining factor.
Plants that are long-night flowering plants – chrysanthemums or carnations, e.g. – can change their
flowering cycles with the addition of light at night.
Thus, one can find these blooms in florist shops
year round. Roses, on the other hand, are nightneutral perennials and will flower whenever environmental conditions are right – such almost as
soon as the last frosty nights are gone.
—————————————

(1) Brickell, Christopher and David Joyce, American Horticultural Society Pruning and Training; a fully illustrated
plant-by-plant manual (1996, DK, NY
(2) Capon, Brian: Botany for gardeners (2010 Timber Press,
Portland, OR)
(3) Chalker-Scott, Linda, How Plants Work; the science behind the amazing things plants do (2015, Timber Press,
Portland, OR)
(4) Ibid
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AUSTRALIA, con’t.
(Continued from page 1)

The notion of “repositories” is very important to
the Australians, faced as are we with the potential and real loss of heritage roses in their original sites. By growing roses of a certain region
or type in a dedicated location, rose lovers increase the chance that the roses will survive.
Ruston’s Roses is up for sale, and the fate of the
collection and many other rare and unique roses throughout the property is unknown. Its former owner, David Ruston, past president of the
World Federation of Rose Societies and Australia’s “Mr. Rose,” is in a senior care facility, where
I had an opportunity to visit with him and reminisce about past travels together and his life in
roses.

least 40 years ago, grown to their full potential
size. It never occurred to me that they can be
grown as a hedge, but indeed they can! Nearby were four towering plants of the rose that
we grow as ‘Mons. Tillier,’ another ubiquitous
rose in Australian gardens.
Most of the people at the conference were well
aware of the controversy with Sacramento’s
City staff guidelines for our garden. Many had
contacted our public officials about it, and offered to do more if needed. If ever a group
appreciates the preservation of old roses, this
one does.
In three weeks in Australia, I visited 35 gardens, four cemeteries, and a nursery. It’s a
blur of ambitious, diverse gardens that almost
always included a pond, climbing roses, statuary, chooks (chickens), and many old roses
familiar and foreign to me. The next HRIA
conference will be in Nov, 2018, in West Australia’s Albany. I hope to attend. Join me if
you can!

At the conference, Trevor Nottle, one of the
founders of HRIA and the author of many rose
and gardening books, spoke about the past and
future of heritage roses. Talks also included
species roses, companion plants for rose gardens, and Pat Toolan’s description of many of
the roses at Renmark. Jill and I joined several
others in a panel discussion. David Stone, former head gardener of England’s Mottisfont Abbey, was the keynote speaker and
told many amusing and instructive Billy West with hedge of
stories about the challenges of ‘Lady Hillingdon’
managing an increasingly-popular
National Trust garden and rose
collection.
There was a widespread chuckle when he mentioned that the rose ‘Crepuscule’
was not widely enough appreciated and should be grown in more
gardens. In fact, nearly all of the
Australian gardens that I visited
had one or many ‘Crepuscule’ on
display.
‘Crepuscule’ may not have been
the most popular heritage rose.
‘Lady
Hillingdon’
is
David
Ruston’s personal favorite, and is
grown everywhere. One of the
great sights of the trip was a row of
five of them planted by David at
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CEMETERY ROSES DOWN UNDER
During my recent visit to Australia, I had the opportunity to visit four Victorian-era cemeteries
in which old roses have been preserved. In each,
the cemetery plots were bordered with stone and
roses were planted by the graves, just as we find
in pioneer cemeteries throughout California.
Not only are the cemeteries similar to ours, so
are the roses.

Sydney’s Rookwood Necropolis is the largest
cemetery in the Southern Hemisphere and the
largest Victorian cemetery in the world. It is es-

timated that one million people are buried in its
nearly 800 acres. Founded in 1867 in the
“gardenesque” style, (1) it is divided by religious
denominations into sections. Time, neglect and
vandalism have taken a toll on both built and
landscaping features of the cemetery. Interest in
the roses surviving in Rookwood led to the conservation of the roses in place and establishment
of a dedicated garden area where many of the
roses are planted together. In a book about
Rookwood, The Sleeping City, Caroline Burke
and Chris Betteridge write “Old cemeteries, particularly Rookwood, are repositories for many so
-called old-fashioned roses which were planted
not only for their symbolic value, but also because the rose has, since Victorian times, been
regarded as the ‘Queen of the Flowers.’ The
8
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threat posed to roses at Rookwood by unsympathetic management practices, has resulted in
wide media coverage and eventual conservation
action.”
I visited Rookwood twice, once during the prepre-conference tour and again two weeks later.
The roses in the old sections grow within naturalized areas of coreopsis and ixia, which form a
brightly-colored groundcover that waves gaily in
the breeze each spring. Cemetery caretakers
mow the paths but allow the flowers to grow
freely over the graves along with roses
and other plants. It’s a lovely Romantic tangle, but the lack of labels or a
map of the roses is a bit frustrating to
rosarians who like to identify a rose if
at all possible. It made my curatorial
instincts twitch wanting to map and
label them all, but it’s hard enough to
do that in Sacramento, and would be
much more daunting in a cemetery of
this size. It was very wise of the cemetery volunteer rosarians to collect the
roses into one spot where they can be
more readily maintained and studied.
Three much smaller cemeteries in
Southern Australia also had surviving
roses. It was hard not to think that we
were in California, surrounded as we
were by wineries and rolling hills dotted by large trees. On closer examination, we could tell that the trees were
eucalyptus, not oaks, and that we were indeed in
another world.
In Blakiston, St. James’ Church of England was
built in 1846. The church and its cemetery are
still in use, although the bush encroaches on
some of the areas where roses have been more
recently planted. On one old gravesite, a lovely
‘Autumn Damask’ rose sported to the white
moss, ‘Quatre Saissons Blanc Mousseux” – or
was the moss rose sporting to its original? In
either case, it was instructive to see both varieties emerging from the same plant. This cemetery is especially interesting to we who are familiar with “Angels’ Camp Tea” and our “Jost
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Plot Tea,” because this rose was also found on Octavus Weld’s grave there and featured in the Australian book, Tea Roses: Old Roses for Warm Gardens.
We may never know its original name, but the fact
that it is found in several locations on two different
continents makes us think that it was once a named
commercially-sold variety.
The Barossa Valley had many German settlers, and
two of their cemeteries have surviving roses.
In the cemetery of St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Ebenezer, there was a miniature China of the type
that we’ve found in several places in California. It
didn’t appear to be exactly the same as “Serna
House,” “Mableton Roulettii,” or “Abbott & Burns
Family Rose,” but it closely resembled them. At one
point, it was thought that these little roses, popular
in the 1840s, had gone extinct. Both in Australia
and in California, a few survived, waiting to be
found.
Carlsruhe’s St John’s Lutheran Church had several
spectacular Tea and China rose. (Or, as the Aussies
would say, “speccy.”) The cemetery’s caretaker
showed us the roses with well-deserved pride. Two
large red Chinas are thought to be ‘Louise Philippe,’
and shared the appearance and fragrance of our
cemetery’s “Elisabeth’s Red China.” This cemetery
also had a vigorous ‘Old Blush,’ two mammoth
‘Devoniensis’ and a rose thought to be the original
‘Sombreuil,’ along with a purplish-red Hybrid Perpetual or Bourbon rose that is reminiscent of our
“Pulich Children.” The latter rose has been struggling, and the caretaker and his wife are giving it
water and food in the hopes that it will improve.
The others are simply trimmed to keep them out of
the pathway, proving once again that survivors in
cemeteries often thrive with little or no care.
Ebenezer and Carlsuhe Cemeteries are marked with
plaques prepared by the Heritage Roses in Australia,
stating that the roses are of a “national treasure category, PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY.” Similar signs
would be very useful within cemeteries in the United
States.
(1) The term gardenesque was introduced by John Claudius Loudon
in 1832 to describe a style of planting design in accordance with
his 'Principle of Recognition'.

9

December 2016

CEMETERY ROSE
Winter’s Tasks
Just because it’s cold outside,
doesn’t mean you can stay inside
warm by the fire. It’s time for winter tasks:
 Harvest the last of the annuals
and veggies.
 Clean up the garden by removing fallen leaves.
 Keep the compost pile going.
 Apply new mulch where needed.
 Plant a cover crop to add nutrients.
 Test soil; add amendments as
needed.
 Prune roses and other perennials.
 Clean and sharpen garden tools.
 Protect tender plants from frost.
 Plan next years’ garden.

HRF CONFERENCE—2017
The Heritage Rose Foundation hosted a
member's meeting and conference at the
Huntington Library, Art Galleries and Gardens on Sep 30 - Oct 2. Anita Clevenger
was among several speakers, telling about
our garden.
Mark your calendars for the next HRF conference, which will be in Fredericksburg,
Virginia, May 18-20, 2017.
Activities will include day trips to Monticello
and the Center for Historic Plants in Charlottesville, a tour of Hollywood Cemetery in
Richmond, a day of programs and speakers at Belmont in Fredericksburg."
Watch for details:
www.heritagerosefoundation.org
and on the HRF Facebook page.

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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