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Sacramento Historic Rose Garden

Preserving California’s Heritage Roses

HISTORIC ROSE GARDEN STATUS

CEMETERY ROSE

Heavy pruning in spring, summer and fall seriously reduced size of plants and seasonal bloom of roses in the
Historic Rose Garden and flowering plants throughout
the cemetery. Without knowledgeable volunteers and
Master Gardeners to provide guidance, trellises were
removed and roses severely cut back without regard for
classification, cultivar, or climate. We anticipate reduced bloom on once-blooming roses such as ‘Fortune’s
Double Yellow’ next spring, as they require old wood in
order to flower.
City staff have been clear that the cemetery should not
have formally designated gardens despite the City Council approved Cemetery Master Plan which does include
gardens and the documentation supporting the designation of the cemetery on the National Register of Historic
Places. The Historic Rose Garden sign has been removed and will not be replaced.
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While most roses remain, such frequent cutbacks
threaten their survival. Volunteers have not been permitted to work on site or take cuttings to preserve the
historic roses and with “mother plants” gone from pioneer sites in many cases, these roses may well be lost.
Rose tags have been removed and visitors are not able to
learn which roses are which.
A number of volunteers have decided to quit after publication of the Cemetery Preservation Plan which erroneously targeted volunteers as the cause of desecration
and damage to cemetery artifacts. This without evidence of wrong doing by any volunteer.
Due to the pandemic, we were not able to propagate roses at Cosumnes River College as usual and will not hold
an Open Garden next spring.
The Historic Rose Garden team is left with few options
and is considering what must come next.
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EDITORIAL
We’ve all spent this year on a see-saw; up and down and up and down again.
Downs have included the pandemic, civic unrest, a long election cycle and crazy
weather. (What, still no rain in Sacramento?) There were weeks when my mail
box was stuffed full of election postcards, medical insurance announcements and
solicitations for charities.
With no chance to volunteer in the rose garden, there was also too much time to
think about what’s happened to the collection of historic roses and companion
plants so lovingly developed, nurtured and maintained for over twenty years. A
number of volunteers opted out as they felt the city’s discouragement of our efforts even before the pandemic took hold. As you will see throughout this newsletter, a major downer is what’s been happening to the Historic Rose Garden at
the behest of city staff.
While we’ve always recognized the importance of ensuring multiple copies of the
rarest and most important historical roses, we are currently actively pursuing
planting copies in other gardens. We’ve asked city staff for permission to take
cuttings, but the roses continue to be cut without our participation and clippings
are trashed.
Social media, public media and civic organizations continue to express support
for the garden and cemetery plantings as important components of the cemetery’s place in the community. We hope that will help bring about restoration of
the historically appropriate gardens. Those of us who love history and love roses
will continue to work toward a positive resolution.
Comments, questions, suggestions;
Judy Eitzen

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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Events in the Historic
Rose Garden
Have been
Cancelled
Due To Covid-19
Pandemic
We plan to resume onsite activities when it
is safe to do so.
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CURATOR’S CORNER—What’s In a Name?

Anita Clevenger

Words matter. As relationships strained with city staff over the rose garden over the past two
years, several words fell out of favor.
Early in 2019, the city staff banned the word “curator” in the cemetery-specific code of conduct for
volunteers. The rose garden has had a curator from its early days, first Barbara Oliva, and then
me. We selected the plants to be added or removed to the collection, maintained a database,
worked to ensure rose preservation, and coordinated the care of the collection. However, the word
“curator” connoted an unacceptable degree of control. Staff made it abundantly clear that only
they are in charge of all aspects of the cemetery, including the roses, and are relying on their
choice of consultant in making decisions about how to care for the garden rather than seeking input from knowledgeable volunteers.
The word “historic” became a hot button when the public began stepping forward to express their
support for the garden. The size of the roses in the garden, along with the name, led many people
to assume that these roses had been in the cemetery for a century or more. However, only about a
dozen roses in the cemetery, including one in the garden area, are surviving legacy roses. We have
never claimed that the garden, founded in 1992, was historic, but the roses themselves are. From
the first announcement of the garden’s founding, we have referred to our “historic roses,” collected
from historic sites throughout the Mother Lode and elsewhere. Many of the roses within the collection could also be called “antique”, “heritage” or “Old Garden Roses,” but none of these terms
reflect the way that our garden is a “living library” of specific clones of roses, many of them still
unknown but identified by “found” (study) names. A staff report provided to the Preservation
Commission in September stated, “Tom Liggett (one of the founders of the Heritage rose Garden
in Guadalupe River Park in San Jose) stated that only about four of the roses in the Cemetery have
any significant historical value.” Mr. Liggett’s statement reflects a profound misunderstanding of
the nature of the Historic Rose Garden. The report also states, “When requested, OCCC was unable to provide a list of “historical roses” in the Cemetery.” In fact, we have given staff a list of historic roses on several occasions and it is posted on our website.
Even the word “garden” is no longer allowed. In the same report, staff stated that gardens would
not have been overlaid onto the individually-owned private plots in historic times, and therefore
the word is not allowed on cemetery signs. This ignores the fact that the “modern” cemetery gardens are cited in every local and Federal document about the cemetery, and are not in conflict with
the applicable historic preservation standard, “Standard of Rehabilitation.”
Does the Historic Rose Garden still exist? That’s a good question. A rose by any other name still
smells as sweet. We hope that, under another or even no name, the collection will continue. Most
of the Historic Rose Garden’s roses are still on-site, although many have been whacked to the
ground repeatedly. A few roses have been removed, including non-historic roses ‘Buff Beauty,’
Sombreuil’ and ‘Cl. Mlle Cecile Bruner’, as well as a historic plant of ‘Souv de Mme. Leonie Viennot’, which came to the collection under the found name of “Albert Plapp” from the El Carmelo
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Cemetery in Pacific Grove, CA. We still see value in maintaining a catalog of the roses and preparing
tags for them so that the general public, and the people maintaining the garden, will know what is
there. We also hope to continue to propagate from the collection to ensure the preservation of its historic clones.
I sometimes wonder if we should have agreed readily to drop the name “Historic Rose Garden” and
found a mutually acceptable name, such as “Heritage Rose Collection.” Since the Historic Rose Garden is known and recognized internationally, I felt that the city staff would recognize the value of
keeping the name. I was wrong.

‘Souvenir de Mme Leonie Viennot’ bloom and plant
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‘BUFF BEAUTY’ REMOVAL

Judy Eitzen

In their effort to redefine the concept of the Historic Rose Garden—described elsewhere in this
newsletter—city staff removed this beautiful hybrid musk rose claiming that it damaged and tilted
the headstone. Interestingly, the only apparent discoloration of the stone is on the front while the
rose was grown next to and behind the stone. There is no damage on the back of the stone which
was protected to some extent by the rose. More egregiously, the claim of the rose tilting the stone
is untrue. A photo taken in 1990 prior to any plantings, clearly shows the stone was already tilted.

Top left: Photo taken circa 1990 showing
plots with damaged stones after cemetery
weeds were cleared and before roses were
planted.
Above: Buff Beauty in spring of 2017
Lower left: Naked plot, December 2020
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BIOGRAPHY OF AN ORPHAN ROSE: ‘FANTIN-LATOUR’
Darrell g.h. Schramm
It’s a glorious rose, a fragrant rose, a rose out of a mysterious past, an orphan rose. ‘Fantin-Latour’ is
a powder pink flower, large and full, on a bush of few prickles, about five feet high. It can climb higher, in which case, given its heavy blooms, it will probably need support. Initially the flowers are
cupped much like many of David Austin’s roses, the looser outer petals reflexed, usually paler than
the inner ones, but “leaving the center cupped.” A button eye reveals itself as the petals open further.
The plant is not averse to hot, dry summers; once-blooming, it puts on its show for a long month.
‘Fantin-Latour’ is a mystery rose. Neither its breeder
nor its date of origin are known, making it an orphan
arrived from the mists of the past. Nor do we know
with certainty its class: most rosarians consider it a
Centifolia, though likely not a pure one.
Precisely what do we know of this rose? Very little
precisely. Graham Stuart Thomas re-introduced—
but did not name—the rose in 1945. According to his
1992 article “Rose Nomenclature,” he had received it
from a Mrs. Ruby Fleischmann who dubbed it
‘Fantin-Latour’ because it called to mind roses in
that artist’s paintings. Mrs. Fleischmann had been
given the rose by Mrs. Messel of Nymans, an English
garden in West Sussex owned by three generations of
Messels, now under the supervision of the National
Trust.
The rose apparently had been in some, perhaps limited, circulation before 1945. Connoisseur and author Edward Bunyard had listed a rose by that name in his 1938-39 catalogue. However, the description does not seem to match the rose in question. Furthermore, in the Royal Horticultural Society
(RHS) ledger for September 1939, an entry indicates that Colonel (Sir Frederick) Stern dispatched
cuttings of ‘Fantin-Latour’ from Highdown in West Sussex to the RHS garden at Wisley. Clearly, a
rose by that name was in existence in southern England prior to World War II. But was it the same
variety?
To complicate matters, a possibility exists that ‘Fantin-Latour’ became confused or equated with another rose in Bunyard’s possession, one he described as equally “new” but merely called “Best Garden
Rose”. Thomas claimed he also found the rose in one garden—presumably Bunyard’s—which was labeled “Best Garden Rose.” He must have compared it to the one given him by Mrs. Fleischmann and
thus concurred with the name ‘Fantin-Latour’. Bunyard thought the rose was a Hybrid Perpetual.
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Given the large canes, that is a possibility. Yet today ‘Fantin-Latour’ is most often classified as a
Centifolia but sometimes a Bourbon hybrid.
Rose specialist Leonie Bell suggests the rose is a
hundred years older. In 1980 she asserted her belief that the rose masquerading under the name
of ‘Fantin-Latour’ is actually ‘Celine’, a Hybrid
Bourbon introduced (she wrote) about 1845 and
for some time widely used as an understock. I
tend to agree with her that the rose contains
Bourbon genes, for it has huge, broad leaves and
very few prickles, traits of most Bourbons. Nor
does it have
the
many
prickles and
bristles of Centifolias nor their open habit of growth. While her
date is incorrect—‘Celine’ was introduced by Laffay in 1824—the
rose still remains an orphan, for the parentage of ‘Celine’ remains likewise unknown. While I have many times seen the actual rose by the name of ‘Fantin-Latour’, I have seen only photos of
‘Celine’, and that of the bloom only, not the whole plant. On that
scant basis alone, the two roses appear not to be the same; the
blooms of ‘Celine’ show fewer petals, no button eye, and a different shade of pink. I will be the first, however, to concede that
those facts are too few and probably inconstant to compare and
identify the rose correctly.
Henri Fantin-Latour himself (1836-1904) is often categorized as
a flower painter, but that is only partially true. In his homeland,
the French knew him as a portrait painter—often of group portraits—especially of other famous artists of the day, such as Monet, Manet, Whistler, Baudelaire, Delacroix, Verlaine, and Rimbaud as well as many a self-portrait. Because of his English agents, most of his
800 or so still lifes, mostly of roses and other flowers, sold inexpensively in the United Kingdom.
Through the eyes of the English, then, he is seen as a flower painter. Americans seem to have followed
British views. Whether his paintings were of flowers or of faces, through his delicate and luminous
brushwork, Fantin-Latour helps us to see people and plants in another light, in a non-traditional way,
broadening our own perspective.
Before he died in 1861, Delacroix gave Fantin-Latour his painter’s palette as a remembrance. Today
that palette can be viewed at the Delacroix house museum in Paris.
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In 1875 Fantin-Latour married the painter Victoria Dubourg. They would spend summers at her family’s country estate in southern Normandy. In the nearby village of Bure, he also kept a cottage as his
studio.
Having endured several wars and political crises—the Crimean War, the Franco-Prussian War, the
Commune of Paris, the assassination of a president—Fantin-Latour apparently became somewhat
paranoid whenever he saw soldiers, to the extent that he would walk in another direction or cross the
street when he saw a soldier approaching. His cottage in a village was no doubt a welcome retreat
from Paris.
Fantin-Latour cultivated his own rose garden at his cottage Croix Fantin in Bure, Normandy. According to the photographer and writer of garden books, Derek Fell, in the late 1990s, the present occupants of the cottage told him of the painter’s last day there. Supposedly one late August day in 1904
while having lunch on the terrace, Fantin-Latour began to feel ill and decided to stroll in the garden.
There, not knowing he had Lyme disease, he suddenly collapsed among the roses and died.
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ROSE HEALTH AND PRUNING

Anita Clevenger

Old rose enthusiasts have observed many roses growing healthily and unpruned in cemeteries. As
Mike Shoup of the Antique Rose Emporium says, “If dead people can grow them, so can you!” (1)
We’ve also observed roses being cut to the ground or dug up, and sending out healthy new growth
from their roots. Roses are tough and can withstand a lot of neglect or abuse.
However, a lot of mystique and debate has arisen over whether it is necessary to prune roses to ensure their health, what techniques to use, and how drastically a rose can be pruned. Some people say
that you can’t prune a rose too much, and that you must remove all old wood to rejuvenate plants.
Others say that roses such as Teas don’t like heavy pruning, and may take years to recover, if they do
at all.
Our first curator, Barbara Oliva, taught that we prune roses to make them do what we want, not for
their good. We prune to reduce size, direct growth, open them up for air circulation, and to increase
flowering shoots. That mindset, along with the goal of growing roses “to their full potential” in order
to let them grow to their mature size, meant that the roses in the Sacramento cemetery were pruned
lightly, and developed into large plants that some people considered overgrown.
This year, the cemetery roses were pruned hard
in the winter, pruned hard again after first
bloom, again in the middle of the summer and
yet again in the fall. Colonizing roses were repeatedly cut with weed whackers to the
ground. What does the science say about this
drastic pruning?
Many roses, such as Gallicas, Albas, Damasks,
‘Sutter’s Gold’ (left) and “Baretta Street Amber”
Noisettes, Bourbons, Hybrid Perpetuals, HyDecember 2020
brid Teas and Floribundas, are fully or partly
deciduous. Deciduous plants pull food from their leaves and twigs into branches and roots in the
fall, and go dormant in the winter. During dormancy, roots and branches are still alive and slowly
consume stored food. In the late winter/early spring, roots and shoots grow, using the stored food.
In spring, the plant continues to rely on its stores while its buds swell and develop into foliage or
flowers. In the summer, most stored food is depleted, and the plant’s growth and maintenance relies primarily on food produced in leaves.
Roses with Chinese heritage, however, are essentially evergreen in our climate, continuing to store
carbohydrates throughout the plant. China roses, and Tea roses to a lesser extent, hold onto their
leaves and continue to bloom throughout the year. Leaves often drop after first bloom.
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The terms “food” and “energy” refer to carbohydrates, which plants manufacture in their leaves
through photosynthesis, using carbon dioxide, water and light. While fertilizers can provide one or
more essential nutrients, and encourage plant growth, it’s a misnomer to call fertilizer “plant food.”
In the cemetery, as in much of California, the main nutrient needed is nitrogen, which helps develop
lush, healthy leaves so that the plant can feed itself.
University of California says to prune most deciduous plants during winter, when reserves are at
their peak and the plant can best tolerate the loss of energy lost in pruned parts. (2) They recommend
waiting to prune broadleaf evergreens until late winter to early spring. For all woody plants, they
advise against pruning at all during bud break in spring, and pruning only to retard train or direct
growth in the summer, or to remove spent flowers to encourage repeat blooming.
In other words, the science says to do what California rose growers usually do: prune during the
time of peak dormancy, and leave the leaves during the growing season so the plants can produce as
much food as possible.
There are also other times that pruning can improve the health of roses. Canker should be cut out
several inches below die-back in dry weather, cleaning tools between each cut, to reduce its spread.
Powdery mildew can be reduced by thinning a plant and cutting off badly mildewed growth. However UC states what we have observed: succulent new growth, prompted by hard pruning and fertilizer, is much more susceptible to powdery mildew than more mature growth.

Dead, diseased, and damaged
canes should be removed during
winter pruning and as needed
throughout the rest of the year.
UC states that landscape varieties
may be hedged or left unpruned,
although rejuvenation pruning or
removal of older stems and dead
wood every 2 to 3 years will renew
vigor in the plant. They recommend that no more than one- to
two-thirds of a plant be removed.
Another health issue is the use of
herbicides near roses. At least two
plants in the collection, in areas
infested with nut sedge that were
apparently sprayed over the summer, show signs of herbicide damage.
10
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People who have contacted city staff stating concerns about the recent cemetery rose pruning have
been told by the cemetery manager that “the roses as well as other plants within the cemetery have
been pruned to the new maintenance standard. This maintenance standard will result in a more
manicured appearance as opposed to a lush overgrown look and feel as previously seen.” None of
the current or former rose volunteers have seen this maintenance standard in writing, although we
have certainly seen its results.
While some of the repeatedly-pruned roses have responded with many new canes and have bloomed
well, will they remain healthy over time? It takes energy for plants to push new growth and flowers,
again and again, throughout the growing season. How much energy did they have left to store this
winter?
Roses are tough, but they will be healthier and more beautiful if you rely on science for their care.
——————
(1) Nursery and demonstration garden of Old Garden and Antique roses located in Brenham, Texas.
Website: www.antiqueroseemporium.com
(2) University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources division posts science-based gardening information including various documents on pruning roses. Website: www.ucanr.edu

Broadway area December 2020

Editor’s note – Anita Clevenger and Judy Eitzen are Lifetime Sacramento County UC Master
Gardeners and rely on University of California guidance, as well as advice from state plant
pathologists, for horticultural information. The primary source for this article is Pests of Landscape Trees and Shrubs from the statewide Integrated Pest Management Program, along with
UCANR Publication 7465, Pest Notes: Roses: Cultural Practices and Weed Control.
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ROSE REPOSITORIES

Anita Clevenger

It’s not that easy to preserve an individual rose plant. It can be susceptible to
disease, animal and insect pests. It can succumb to drought or fire. It can be
irreparably damaged by herbicides. Roses are tough, and will usually survive
any type of pruning or none at all. However, a plant may die faced with repeated severe cutbacks or an earnest attempt to dig it out. (If a bit of root remains,
a rose may come back!) With so many dangers, a single specimen of a particular cultivar is at risk.
Gardens are also at risk to the same factors. Moreover, they are dependent on
people to keep them going. It’s said that gardens don’t often survive their
founding gardeners. Changes in a garden’s ownership or management can lead
to its degradation or demise.
Heritage
rose
lovers
throughout the world
have embraced the notion
of distributing rose cultiThe Friends of
vars widely so that they
Vintage Roses
are not lost. They seek to
ensure they are available commercially and
grown in multiple public and private gardens.
We have worked hard to distribute the cemetery
roses over the years, with considerable success.
However, more needs to be done.
There is much to learn from the efforts of Heritage Roses in Australia. They have established repositories to preserve roses, such as the Barossa Old
Rose Repository.(1) However, their primary effort, an
extensive collection of old roses at David Ruston’s former property In Renmark, South Australia, has fallen
apart under new ownership. At present, they hope
they can maintain on-site their initial collection of all
known and unknown Teas, Chinas and Noisettes, but
are trying to find “safe” places for as many rarities as
possible.(2)
Closer to home, Friends of Vintage Roses has designated curators who have agreed to grow and preserve a
significant part of its Sebastopol, CA, collection in their
home gardens.(3) Closer yet, the Amador County Master Gardener’s Heritage Rose Garden preserves heritage roses from their area, including four legacy roses from the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery
and other found roses from our collection.(4) The massive San Jose Heritage Rose Garden continues
to preserve thousands of rose cultivars, including many found roses, but the Covid-19 pandemic kept
volunteers from the garden and exacerbated the ongoing challenge of maintaining the garden. (5)
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Commercial sources are also at jeopardy, here and abroad, with the aging and death of some of
their owners and pressures from drought, fire and lessened demand for old roses.
Drought and fire are perennial threats to California (and Australian) gardens. Pamela Temple, curator of Vintage’s collection of ramblers and David Austin roses, keeps a fretful eye on her Mendocino County holding pond every summer and fall, holding her breath until (and if) rains return to
fill it once again.
Well-established heritage roses can survive our long, hot, dry summers, but long, hot, dry winters
are a greater challenge. Fire has blazed around the perimeters, or overtaken, many sites, whether
in Australia or California. The Amador County garden’s initial objective was to preserve roses from
the collection of Judy Dean, which was burned during the Butte fire in 2015. Judy and her husband, Bob, continued to water the roses, and many grew back. However, the lesson was learned:
the roses needed to be housed in an additional site to ensure their survival. Fires swept over the
land of rose collectors in Sonoma County this year, and threatened the Vintage Collection and other major rose holdings.
It’s not just about places to plant. Energetic gardeners are needed, too. Many of the first generations of the heritage rose community are gone or no longer active. We need younger people ready
to take the baton. It’s easier to build enthusiasm for old roses by having places where people can
see them grow and readily purchase plants to grow at home.
With the uncertain future of the roses in the Sacramento Historic Rose Garden, we held back sixty
roses from this year’s sale in the hopes of establishing a satellite garden at Cosumnes River College
near the greenhouse where we propagate. However, the campus is closed this year due to the pandemic. We are looking elsewhere to plant these, and other, roses to ensure that key roses from our
collection, many of which are rare and historic found roses, are not lost. We want these roses to be
in places where people can continue to learn about, love and preserve them. A few more roses will
be given to the Amador County Master Gardeners. We are exploring other alternative sites, including the Marysville Cemetery and Woodland’s Center for Land Based Learning. Instead of a single
satellite garden, we will disperse. 2020 is teaching us all to pivot.
No individual rose, or garden, is safe. But multiple plants, in multiple gardens, can not only survive, but thrive.
————
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Website: Angaston,org.au
Furness, Margaret, Sic Transit Gloria Mundi: David Ruston’s Roses, Rose Letter, August 2020.
www.thefriendsofvintageroses.org
https://ucanr.edu/sites/Amador_County_MGs/Heritage_Rose_Garden/
http://www.heritageroses.us/
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CALIFORNIA FIRES AND ROSES
While the loss of life and property are by far the most calamitous results, fires in California in recent
years have also destroyed historic properties and rural gardens. It is amazing that even when burned
to the ground, some roses are strong enough to come back from their roots. Here are two photos
from the property of Don Gers and Michael Tallman in Sonoma county which experienced the “Glass
Fire” this year which were taken before and after the fire. Fortunately, their lives, home and greenhouse were spared. They’ve already had four inches of rain and some burned roses are showing short
green sprouts while others are being replanted.
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CEMETERY ROSE

Garden Tip
Five “D’s” of pruning roses:
•
•

•
•
•

Dead—remove dead canes
Diseased—remove diseased canes being careful to
sanitize tools between cuts so as to avoid spreading
disease
Damaged—remove canes showing serious damage to
prevent further damage
Diagonal—remove canes that cross or grow over the
center of the plant to increase air flow and sunlight.
Done—that’s it, you’re finished!

With ongoing issues regarding the Covid-19 pandemic, all
volunteer and event activities in the Historic City Cemetery
have been suspended until further notice.
Check our website for updates
www.cemeteryrose.org
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