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Sacramento Historic Rose Garden

WFRS AWARD—GARDEN OF EXCELLENCE
The Historic Rose Garden received an award as a Garden of
Excellence, joining just six gar dens in th e US so h onored. The award was presented to Curator Anita Clevenger by
World Federation of Rose Societies President Steve Jones at
the WFRS conference in Lyon, France. Forty-two gardens
have been so designated worldwide.
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Thanks to Stephen Scanniello and Beverly
Rose Hopper
for their evaluations and to
Jolene Adams
(ARS
President) for her
support.
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To our volunteers a big
“Thank You” the garden depends on each
one of us.
Other US rose
gardens that
have received a
Garden of Excellence award
include:
San
Jose Municipal Rose Garden, Peggy Rockefeller Rose Garden
in the Bronx, Pageant of Roses Garden in Whittier, Washington Park Rose Garden in Portland, Inez Parker Memorial
Rose Garden in San Diego and Gardens of the American Rose
Society in Shreveport.
Pretty good company.
working volunteers!
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EDITORIAL
What’s new in the Rose Garden? Well, what isn’t?
Roses are blooming in flushes and volunteers have
been deadheading everything with pink ties. Foxtails abound—they seem to pop up as soon as
they’re mowed down. Roses (and other plants) are
growing apace as the days continue to lengthen.
Canes reach out over pathways and tickle heads as
we walk by. Volunteers are working hard to keep
up with all this growth.

Events in the Historic Rose
Garden

Deadheading at Dusk and Daybreak events are
scheduled and we’re thankful for all those who can
attend. If you know of someone who loves gardening and wants to spend time in a garden filled with
wonderful roses, please invite them to join us for an
event or a regular work party on Tuesday and Saturday mornings.
It can be frustrating this time of year; as soon as
some weeds are pulled, they may reappear and
rampant growth requires constant vigilance to keep
pathways and headstones clear. Because we’re not
pruning to enhance spring bloom or working to
make the garden beautiful for a specific event, it’s
sort of like gardening-by-rote. We’re cleaning up
dead stuff and pulling weeds and removing gone-to
-seed annuals. What we do in late spring is necessary for the overall health of the garden, even
though we won’t see the results of our labor right
away.

Deadheading at Dusk
6:00 p.m.
July 6
August 3
September 7
Deadheading at Daybreak
7:30 a.m. (or come later)
June 20
September 19
Propagation Class
10 a.m.
September 12

Fall Color in the Rose Garden
Tour: 10 a.m.
November 21

Questions, Suggestions, Concerns,
Judy Eitzen, ed.
verlaine@citlink.net

Rusty Rolleri
Mozelle Marie Cowden Rolleri passed away this spring at the age of 91. Known to all her friends
as “Rusty” because of her strawberry blonde hair, she was an avid gardener and active member of
the Calaveras County Garden Club. Rusty focused on wildflowers and roses, spending many hours
searching out and ‘rescuing’ old roses from sites throughout the California foothills. Several of
these roses are now growing in the Historic Rose Garden. While a Board member of the Altaville
Cemetery District, she made it her job to save the roses which remained in that Cemetery and
worked with Calaveras County Master Gardeners on that project. Three Master Gardeners worked
on the project and became her close friends. Bev Vierra, Lynne Storm and Judy Dean remember
well Rusty’s passion to save all the old roses in Calaveras County and her willingness to learn and
teach others with a real generosity of spirit. Because of her long residence in Calaveras County,
she often knew and shared stories of families and properties where old roses were found. She will
be missed by family, friends, and all the people who admire all the roses she was able to save.
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CURATOR’S CORNER

Anita Clevenger (per Judy Eitzen)

Anita Clevenger is away (gallivanting around European gardens and accepting
awards) and asked me to thank all volunteers for work done in our efforts for
a successful Open Garden and in continuing to work hard in the Rose Garden
in her absence. Spring is all about roses, with our garden in bloom and various
spring events. Don’t forget to enjoy the garden.

ROSE GARDEN SIGN
The large sign at the head of the Historic Rose Garden is several years old and becoming rather
shabby. Anita Clevenger and City Historian Marcia Eymann have worked together with Rose
Garden volunteers to design a new sign appropriate for this historic site.
The sign has been ordered and the design appears below. It will replace the existing sign at the
head of the East Bed (plot 481) and will be installed by the Parks Department.

If you enjoy the
fragrance of a
rose, you must
accept the
thorns which it
bears.
Isaac Hayes
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KATHRYN MACKENZIE—STONE OF HONOR

Kathryn Mackenzie began volunteering in the Historic Rose Garden in 2006, and first propagated roses for
our 2008 Open Garden rose sale. Since that time, she has contributed over 400 roses to the annual Open
Garden and for the 2012 Rose Preservation Symposium conducted by Historic Rose Garden volunteers.
These roses have sold for $12-20 or more, so we estimate she has raised well over $4000 for us over the
years.
Kathryn has actively sought rare “found” heritage roses in other sites, including foothill cemeteries and
garden collections, and propagated them for the Rose Garden to offer for sale or to other heritage rose gardens. She is a devoted proponent of our mission to preserve these endangered roses and to educate the
public about them, conducting propagation classes at the cemetery for the past five years. Nearly one hundred people have attended these classes, and several of them have begun propagating roses for Open Garden sales.
Kathryn has helped publicize and organize the rose sales, and her organizational abilities have greatly contributed to their success. As an active member of the local chapter of the American Rose Society, she publicizes Rose Garden activities to chapters throughout California.
Kathryn also represents the Cemetery in activities elsewhere. She conducted propagation classes for the
San Jose Heritage Rose Garden and for the Sacramento Rose Society. She worked tirelessly as a key member of the team putting on the highly successful 2012 symposium, which saw over 100 people in attendance
and netted over $3,000.
Kathryn is an active volunteer in the Rose Garden and participates in Cemetery events. The Historic City
Cemetery and the Historic Rose Garden have benefited greatly by Kathryn’s contributions. These contributions have been noted by adding Kathryn’s name to the Stone of Honor.
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NEW PLOT MARKERS
Anita Clevenger and Sharon Patrician are working
together with City staff to design and purchase
markers identifying plot locations throughout the
Rose Garden and Hamilton Square. The markers
will be placed at the southeast corner of each plot
(replacing PVC markers in the Rose Garden) and
will include plot numbers and book numbers used
to locate burial sites by Visitor Center volunteers.
We use plot numbers to locate roses.
Markers are made of aluminum with raised letters
and numbers and set in concrete to discourage vandalism. They will be placed inside the southeast
corner of most plots; outside the corner where the
plot is cemented over.
This is a pilot project; the first few were installed in
the East Bed of the Rose Garden to test installation
methods.(1) Markers are currently being installed by
Sheriff’s Work Project Crew in Hamilton Square.
When that part of the project is completed, markers
will be installed throughout the Rose Garden.
Funds earned at Open Garden and other events will
be applied to this project. (2)
As seen in the photos, burial record book numbers
are followed by plot numbers. In the Broadway
Bed, markers will include both the Plot Book location and the Rose Garden designation (3)
The design is simple and unobtrusive. If this trial
project proves successful, a plan may be drawn up
to obtain funding, materials and construction of
plot markers throughout the Cemetery.
Many thanks to Sharon Patrician and Anita
Clevenger and to Marcia Eymann (City Historian)
for developing and overseeing this project with help
from City staff and the Sheriff’s Work Crew.

---(1) Check plots 481, 483 and 487 to see sample markers
(2) Hamilton Square markers are funded by the Perennial Plant Club of Sacramento.
(3) As property was added and deleted from the Cemetery, plot numbers in this area are confused. Rose
Garden numbering was overlaid so we can track the
plants.
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OPEN GARDEN 2015

Photos
Upper left—setting up sales table
Above—Linda Street and Anita
Clevenger
Below: Visitors waiting for rose sales
to begin.

Despite the drought—or perhaps because of it—Cemetery gardens were beautiful this spring. Volunteers are
taking care with water, focusing on shrubs, trees and plants that need less water. Warmer than usual February
and March brought an early spring bloom, and the entire Cemetery was on display on April 18 for our annual
Open Gardens.
All three garden areas had docents on hand to share information, conduct tours and sell plants. While the ceanothus had finished blooming, the meadow in the Native Plant Demonstration Garden was in full bloom. In
Hamilton Square, roses and South African protea caught the eye. The Rose Garden had a large number of
propagated roses for sale this year, sales of which funds the garden and ensures these plants will be grown in
gardens throughout the state.
More than 300 visitors came to the Cemetery that day from around California and outside the state...one from
Houston, Texas who said visiting the Cemetery for Open Garden was on her ‘bucket list’.
Some visitors arrived more than an hour early for the rose sales and many stayed well into the afternoon. It
was enjoyably hectic; volunteers were kept busy. The weather was perfect and the day a big success.
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BUGS & WEEDS
This is the time of year we spend time fighting bugs
and weeds, both of which seem to be more problematic this season. It could be drought-related or a
condition of how we tend plants in the Rose Garden
or perhaps the last March rain germinated lots more
weed seeds than usual. It seems,
however, that this year we are
spending more time removing
weeds and squashing bugs.
Bugs…
Fortunately, the Rose Garden was
not plagued with many aphids—
aphid predators abound in our garden. We have however, seen other
bugs this year; Hoplias, Rose Curculios and other rose-munching
pests.
Hoplias attack white and lightcolored roses, primarily in the
spring. The good news is they only
have one generation each year. The
bad news is they tend to lay eggs
away from gardens in fields and
along roadways where we cannot
control them. As adults emerge,
they fly to gardens and chow down
on our roses. Picking bugs off and
disposing of them in soapy water is
one way to reduce the population.
In addition to roses, Hoplia beetles also feed on
flowers of calla, citrus, irises, lilies, magnolia, olive,
peonies, poppies, and strawberries. Watch for these
pests in your home garden.
Rose Curculio weevils, are just ¼”
long, red or black with a long snout.
They munch on yellow and white
roses as well, generally causing raggedy blooms. Fortunately, they’re
not a serious pest and can be handpicked or ignored.
In warm, dry weather, Spider Mites
make an appearance. There are several species that may cause rose
leaves to be stippled or bleached or
even dry up and fall off. In the Rose
Garden, these tiny insects are noticed when they produce webbing.
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Overhead irrigation – a blast with a hose – is effective in reducing spider mite numbers. Making sure
their enemies have a safe haven will also help, so no
insecticides that may kill beneficials.
This spring, Thrips appeared in the Rose Garden.
We learned this during a visit from
Mike Shoup of the Antique Rose
Emporium in Texas. He pointed out
that some damage we thought due to
other pests, was really due to Thrips
which tend to attack buds. Again,
light-colored roses seem most attractive to Thrips, along with fragrant blossoms. Deadheading is one
way to control these pests without
using pesticides. One good thing is
that the Western Flower Thrip is a
predator of spider mites…so pick
your pest.
Leafcutter Bees find rose leaf pieces
useful to line their nests and often
cut circles in the margins of rose
leaves. These are important pollinators and are tolerated in the Rose
Garden.
...and Weeds
This spring, conditions have increased the growth of annual weeds
in the Rose Garden – or perhaps, it
just seems so to me. So what do we do to reduce
weeds? Garden guides suggest controlling weeds
before they appear. In an established garden that’s
not so easy, though we do make an
effort—one plot at a time.
First, we use weed cloth and a
thick (at least 4”) layer of mulch
when and where we can. This
works best on a weed-free area
which means that the plot must
first be cleared of weeds.
Three weeds seem to have given
the most trouble in the Rose Garden this spring – foxtails, Bermuda grass and nut grass. Foxtails
grow throughout the garden, primarily in pathways and along the
(Continued on page 9)
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SPRINGTIME INTERN

This spring, we were fortunate to have working
with us a high school intern, Darian Realmuto.
She came to us from The Met Sacramento High
School. Darian needed some community service credits, and with a fellow student, came to
the Pruning Party in January. She learned of
about the Rose Garden and
afterward, contacted Anita
Clevenger. Anita met with
Darian’s Advisor and the
three worked out an internship program for the spring.
The Met is a high school
with a different approach; all
students spend time each
week working outside the
classroom in internship programs, gaining hands-on
experience. Internships give
students a leg up by adding
experiences to their resumes
for college and the working
world.
Darian who is a junior is on
a track for college, like other
Met students. Almost from
the first, she has taken college classes.
As a small
school – around 300 students – the Met is not able
to offer all courses students
need for college. Consequently, the school has
an arrangement with Sacramento City College
to permit Met students to take classes on the
SCC campus. This summer, for example, Darian will take an Economics in Government
class.
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In an interview, Darian said her favorite class
(when at McClatchy high school) was Molecular
Biology, and from that she developed an interest
in science. Working in the Rose Garden gave her
an opportunity to explore the botanical side of
things.
With the support of her
advisor, Darian and Anita
devised several projects in
addition to general rose
garden maintenance tasks.
Specifically: monitor newly
planted roses and prepare
a spreadsheet to track their
growth; organize the tool
shed; supervise hanging of
identification tags on all
the roses. Darian also regularly attended meetings
with volunteers and Parks
Department staff, learning
about the relationship between City employees and
volunteers. She met one
requirement of her internship by giving a public talk
at McKinley Library describing her internship.
As an enthusiastic and eager participant, Darian
quickly found a place
among her fellow volunteers – she is unfailingly cheerful and willing to
learn. It has been a delight to have Darian with us
this spring and she plans to return in September
to intern with us during her senior year.
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BUGS & WEEDS , con’t.
(Continued from page 7)

verges of the roadways. They are being controlled
by Sheriff’s work crews who mow and edge these
areas. As we water only within plots with no runoff, we can
control weeds in the pathways.
Bermuda is a most amazing
plant; it will grow through
cracks in cement and between
bricks, making it very hard to
control. As we prefer not to
use herbicides in this public
garden, we must root it out by
hand. The same is true for nut
grass. In both cases, getting
the roots out is critical or the
weed will simply return. The
Sheriff’s crew assigned to the
Rose Garden has been very helpful in pulling
weeds to clear plots in the West Bed, then adding a
thick layer of mulch to keep the weeds down. We
also have plans to solarize some plots this summer, killing weeds before mulch is added. Mean-

time, we keep pulling weeds as we deadhead, water,
and care for the roses.
It’s just about time to begin pulling out poppies, lupin and other annual wildflowers. We leave them
until they have gone to seed so we have wildflowers
next spring. This tends to make the garden rather
scruffy-looking for a few weeks. Somehow pulling
annuals is pretty much the same as pulling weeds,
but we know they’re coming back—hopefully not
true for the weeds.

I don’t know whether nice people tend to
grow roses or
growing roses makes people nice.
Roland A. Brown.

It will never rain roses: when
we want to have more roses
we must plant more roses.
—George Eliot

There is nothing more difficult for a truly creative painter than
to paint a rose, because before he can do so he has first to
forget all the roses that were ever painted. Henri Matisse
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CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip—Weedy Sites
One way to control weeds is to give attention to the site.

Volunteer Activities, Classes & Tours

For example, Bermuda grass, knotweed
and puncture vine prefer compacted
soil, and tilling the soil can discourage
them.

Deadheading at Dusk
6:00 p.m.
July 6
August 3
September 7

Some weeds prefer undernourished,
infertile soil such as white clover. Fertilizer and compost will help keep clover under control.

Deadheading at Daybreak
7:30 a.m. (or come later)
June 20
September 19

Shade-loving weeds like chickweed can
be reduced by letting sunlight into the
growing bed.

Propagation Class
10 a.m.
September 12

Controlling the site will help, though
the bottom line is in an organic garden,
some weeds will come and have to be
pulled.

Fall Color in the Rose Garden
Tour: 10 a.m.
November 21

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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