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Sacramento Historic Rose Garden

Preserving California’s Heritage Roses

OPEN GARDEN

In this issue:

Join us in the Historic Rose Garden on April 13 and 14 for
Open Garden. Again this year, we’ll have tours and opportunities to view this special collection of roses which should be in
full bloom.
Roses and rosy items will be available for sale and a silent auction will be held. Proceeds go toward maintenance of the Historic Rose Garden and repair of headstones in that part of the
cemetery.
A large cadre of volunteers work hard to care for this awardwinning garden and will be on hand to talk roses and share our
love for this special place.
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The Saturday event begins at 9:30 and runs to 3:00 with tours
scheduled throughout. On Sunday, roses will be available for
sale from 11-2 and a talk about some special old roses—tea roses, china roses and noisettes—will begin at 1:00 p.m.
Enter the cemetery through the 10th Street gate (on Broadway)
and please park on city streets.
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Come and smell the roses! Stay to learn more about them.

ROSE PROPAGATION

Judy Eitzen

Roses for the Open Garden propagated by volunteers working
in teams and working alone. With the cooperation again of
Dave Andrews at Cosumnes River College Horticultural Department, we were able to use their greenhouse to set cuttings
taken from roses in the Historic Rose Garden and grow pots
of roses.
At the same time, in Livermore, Karen Jefferson generously
propagated roses from her garden and other gardens for sale
at our event.
Each year, we attempt to make available roses not readily
available from commercial sources—primarily those that are
clones of roses grown by early pioneers in California and the
West. We also focus on those rare roses not previously available in our sales while including some old favorites.
(Continued on page 6)
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EDITORIAL
There have been a number of changes in the Historic city Cemetery over the past few months, and volunteers are to be commended for continuing with our tasks despite the confusion. Cemetery volunteers
have been included on the Technical Advisory Committee which has developed a draft Assessment and
Operations Plan currently under review. The meeting of the TAC scheduled for February has been postponed; the process will take more time.
Most recently, volunteers have been presented with a new Volunteer Handbook with instructions to apply via an interest form to continue as a cemetery volunteer. We encourage each volunteer to submit the
form. If selected, each volunteer must then sign an agreement with the City. A number of volunteers
have stated an unwillingness to sign the new agreement unless it is modified. The agreement is very different from that which we already signed and each volunteer needs to read it carefully and determine
whether or not to sign it.
The OCCC Board submitted a query regarding the new regulations; can we continue to provide the tours
and events as already planned, publicized and scheduled? We were relieved to learn the tours and
events will continue as planned—thus the Open Gardens event scheduled for April will be held.
Thanks to all our volunteers who have worked so hard to provide a beautiful Historic Rose Garden to be
celebrated with our April event.
Comments, questions, concerns to
Judy Eitzen, ed.

Spring Events in the
Historic Rose Garden
March 30: 10 a.m.
Spring Beauties Awaken Tour
April 6: 9:00—noon
Primping Party
April 13: 9:30—2 p.m.
Open Gardens

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org

April 14
Rose Sale: 11—2
OGR Talk—Teas, Chinas Noisettes: 1 p.m.
April 28: 1 p.m.
OGR Talk—Hybrid Perpetuals & Bourbons
May 5: 1 p.m.
OGR Talk—Gallicas, Damasks, Albas
& Centifolias
May 6: 6 p.m.—dusk
Deadheading at Dusk
June 3: 6 p.m. –dusk
Deadheading at Dusk
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CURATOR’S CORNER

Anita Clevenger

What is on our mind right now? We’ve completed winter pruning, although there is always a bit more
trimming and tying up to do. We have tried to be careful not to prune roses with visible canker while the
weather is chilly and damp, but we’ve seen some canker spread despite our best efforts. When the weather
finally gets warmer and dryer, we will go back and cut out any canker that we see, cleaning our pruners
carefully between each cut, and hope that will manage further spread of the disease.
The recent “atmospheric rivers” may result in a particularly splendid spring display. I recently visited
Western Australia to attend the biannual Heritage Roses event in Australia. They’d had a wet winter and
spring. Blossoms were so large that we Californians could barely recognize them as the same varieties that
we grow, and the plants were healthy and large. They told us that this was proof that “water is the best
fertilizer,” and explained that their roses were especially big and beautiful because of the rain. Maybe we
will have the same good luck.
We won’t just rely on the rain, of course. We are getting ready to put down composted manure on selected
roses, and add alfalfa and fertilizer to most of the collection. Our soil continually tests as low in nitrogen
and organic matter – we need to improve it to grow the best possible roses.
Planning is currently underway for April’s Open Garden and we hope fervently that the weekend is sunny
so we can all enjoy the results of our labors. We work hard throughout the year for a few weeks of splendor. Don’t miss it!
There are changes afoot in how the city manages the cemetery and its volunteers, so we have been thinking hard about what’s important to us and our garden. We don’t yet know how things will play out, but it’s
good to give some thought to what we do, and how we got to where we are.

In bloom now (L-R)
Rosa minutifolia
Hyacinth
Snowdrop
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ROSES IN THE ROSE GARDEN

by Lawrence Fox

When you buy an old house, you soon realize that it is more than wood and bricks. Sometimes the building
speaks to you of the lives lived therein. In 1985, I, along with Rick Castro, bought a two story Victorian with
four apartments. I understood that we bought it from a family member of the original owner and builder. After living there for a while, my curiosity got the best of me and I began to wonder about who had lived there.
From doing research on Ancestry.com and such sources as the Sacramento City and California State Libraries, I found the original owner/builder was Lewis Edgar Rose (1868 to 1902) and his wife Emma Eugenia Foster (1874 to 1954). They are the main objects of this research.
A few years ago I wrote an article for the newsletter about the Ennis plot, in the
Historic City Cemetery, number 480. After researching the family of Scott Ennis, I found that his parents were buried in the plot but not Scott. I also found
it a rather interesting coincidence that
not only were the Ennis and Rose families neighbors in life, across the street
from each other on N Street, but that
the Ennis plot is near the Roses’.
The patriarch of the Rose family was
Marshall Rogers Rose (1828 to 1890).
He was born near Johnstown, Columbia County, Pennsylvania, July 4,
1828. His parents, Allen Rose and
Elizabeth Fream originally came from
Bedford PA. In Johnstown, Marshall engaged in wooden manufacture
until 1851 when at age 23 he moved to San Francisco California. While in San Francisco he married Elizabeth
T. Given (1827 to 1893) on July 30th 1857. In California he worked at various occupations including mechanic
until 1858. That year he started M. R. Rose’s Machine Shop in Sacramento, manufacturing wind driven water
pumps out of wood and metal. As Marshall’s and Elizabeth’s four sons grew up (their only girl died young)
they worked with him at various times at the machine shop on the southeast
corner of 9th and K Streets. By the 1870’s, the family was listed as living at 1115
9th Street, between K and L Streets. That location is now offices and state
buildings about a block from the Capitol but at that time they could have lived
in a Victorian house or above the machine shop.
Lewis, the youngest son of Marshall Rose, learned his woodworking skills from
his father, with whom he worked building windmills and other kinds of pumps.
Lewis built my house in 1895, a year after marrying Emma Foster. Gertrude
(1896 to 1992), their first daughter, was born right after the house was finished.
Emma was still pregnant with Lois (1902 to 1963) when Lewis died from hepatitis in 1902. It must have been difficult to be a single parent for Emma, being at
the same time, a widow, schoolteacher and mother with two girls.
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So a little about the Victorian that Lewis built in 1895. First, it
had all the classic elements of Queen Anne styling, the last hurrah
of the ornate Victorian age before the turn of the century and had
a floor plan similar to most houses in Sacramento at the time and
was built almost completely out of redwood. At the front porch
was a grand door with a hall that bisected the house. On right
side of the house were two rooms with bay windows followed by a
large kitchen and screened porch. On the left side, two bedrooms
and a bath between them. Later, one bedroom on the east side
was divided and a kitchen added.
Some time in the 1920’s when the levees were raised around Sacramento’s rivers, Emma had the house lifted, with two apartments added on the new first floor. The lifted up floor had 11-foot
ceilings and the new first floor had the lower “modern” 9 foot ceilings. The house was also updated with “Craftsman” style columns
on the first and second floor balconies in the front, removing the Victorian look.
During my research, I found by perusing the Old City Cemetery website that there was a Rose cemetery
plot number 465. I wondered who was buried in the Rose plot so I went to Broadway and 10th Street,
found their plot with headstones of the following people:
• Marshall Rogers Rose (1828 to 1892);
• Elizabeth T Given Rose (1827 to 1893, wife of Marshall);
• John S Rose (1860 to 1890, son, died possibly from alcoholism);
• Carrie May Brainard Rose (1859 to 1926, wife of Robert Allen Rose);
• Lewis Edgar Rose (1868 to 1902, son, died of hepatitis).
• Emma Eugenia Foster Rose (1874 to 1954 wife of Lewis).
• Gertrude Rose Harvie Goodrich (1896 to 1992, first daughter of Lewis and Gertrude).
• Dorothy J. Harvie Jerde (1923–1965, daughter of Gertrude Rose and Raymond Harvie).
• A headstone with only the name of May.
Also buried in the Rose plot without headstones were:
•
Robert A. Rose (1858 to 1930)
•
Lallah M. Rose (1884 to 1944), daughter
of Robert A. Rose and Carrie Rose.
•
Mary Jane Rose (1860 to 1943), died
from cerebral hemorrhage.
•
R. A. Rose (1889), stillborn
•
Wesley M. Rose (1861 to 1935)
(Continued on page 6)
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ROSES, con’t.
Gertrude, the first daughter of Lewis and
Emma, married Raymond Harvie. They
were listed in the 1930 census as living
with Emma and Lois at the N Street house
with their four children; Dorothy, Allan,
Phyllis, Donald. Gertrude still lived with
her mother after Raymond got a job working in the Panama Canal Zone. At some
point she divorced Raymond because she
felt that he had deserted her because he
was not sending money from Panama.
Lois lived with Gertrude and Emma until
she married Wallace Young, a dentist, and
moved to Oakland where he had his office.
They lived in the Bay Area until Lois died
in 1963. Lois and her husband never had children.
Of Emma Rose’s grandchildren, Dorothy J. Harvie was the only daughter of Gertrude buried in the
Rose Plot. I couldn’t find much about Dorothy. She graduated from Sacramento High School and was
an editor of the “X-ray” school publication in 1939. Later she married Ervin Jerde and died in Santa
Clara Ca. in 1965. In 1966 he married Geneviev Pietaro and lived in Stockton CA until he died in 2001.

PROPAGATION, con’t.

‘Sally Holmes’

(Continued from page 1)

This year, cool weather proved to be a challenge, even in the greenhouse, but we successfully grew roses most desired by antique rose lovers. Included in this year’s sale will be the elusive “Bloomfield Abundance”. Other found roses such as “Camptonville Cemetery Noisette,”
and “Mableton Roulettii” will be offered as well as the popular cultivars, ‘Cornelia’ and ‘Sally Holmes’

“Mableton Roulettii”
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HOW A NON-GARDENER BECAME AN OLD ROSE LOVER

by Laura Hughes

I suppose it all began when I was living in the desert, with not a bookstore
for miles. I began ordering books from a small mail-order catalog, and
among various odd titles was a book about Old Roses, by a woman living in
New Zealand. I was captivated by the pictures and loved the names. There
wasn't much I could do about it, though -- I mean, I was LIVING IN THE
DESERT. And in an apartment. In my whole adult life, I had lived in
apartments, and my only gardening was a very small succulent and a fern.

Several years later, I was still living in an apartment, but this one was in
Sacramento (still no garden). One of my sisters showed me a big article in
the Sacramento Bee about the Old City Cemetery Rose Garden, so I visited and was enchanted. However, I retired and moved to live with another sister in Merced (now there was a garden, but weeding
was all I could do). I began looking things up online and found a website (The GardenWeb) with multiple forums, among them an Old Rose forum. So I began hanging out there and embarrassing myself
with my ignorance. Lo and behold, I read some posts about the Old City Cemetery Rose Garden by
Anita Clevenger! After another few years I was back in Sacramento (once again sans garden), and I made a return visit to the
roses. A turning point in my life, because Anita gave me a tour I became a volunteer before I knew what had hit me. At last I
had a garden!!! And what was my background? A small succulent and a fern!
And so began the 10-year learning curve. The only thing I really
knew was that I loved the Old Roses. And as I slowly learned
more about them I just became more enamored. The real challenge for me was
learning how to
care for them, and I
made many mistakes along the
way. Endless patience
was
bestowed upon me by
the other volunteers, whom I look
upon
now
as
friends as well as
comrades. And along the way, I've acquired more than a
few books about Old Roses. So you could say that it's all
come full circle - it began with a book about roses in New
Zealand and has arrived at last in a garden full of roses in
California!
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ROSA GENOME RESEARCH

Judy Eitzen

For centuries, rose hybridizers around the world have relied on experimentation and building on the work of
predecessors to continue developing new roses. Today, as in the past, roses are one of the most economically
important ornamental crops to the florist, nursery and perfume industries. In addition, Rosa sp. is considered
a model for woody ornamentals as its genome size is relatively small, its genetic history is well documented
and as a woody plant, roses have a relatively short life—for example, when compared to a redwood tree. For
these reasons an international team of scientists in Lyon, France has worked to identify the genotype from a
modern rose progenitor, Rosa chinensis ‘Old Blush’ to obtain one of the most comprehensive plant genomes to
date. All 36,377 genes of ‘Old Blush’ have now been identified. (1)
A comparison of this genome to other plants in the Rosa
genus shows that roses, strawberries and raspberries are
evolutionarily very close. The research has also helped
identify the history of the rose itself within the Rosaceae
family. The project included comparison of the ‘Old
Blush’ chromosol origins to the Hybrid Tea, ‘La France’
and 13 other varieties. ‘La France’ was chosen as it combines the vigor of European roses with remontancy of
roses from Asia. (2)

‘Old Blush’

The project identified genes involved in blooming, flower development, reproduction, pigment and fragrance,
in fact virtually everything from prickle density to the
number of flower petals. The team focused on genes involved in flower color and fragrance as these are charac-

teristics important to the florist and perfume industry, not to mention gardeners. The genomic information identified will help hybridizers to develop
new plants that will enhance the quality and diseaseresistance of new roses.
For those interested in hybridizing or just learning
more about the science, articles published by Nature
Genetics and the International Symposium on Rose
Research and Cultivation are available on line. (3)
———(1) Consortium at the Laboratoire Réproduction et Developpment des Plantes, Lyon, France
(2) Reblooming capability
(3) Nature Genetics, April 30, 2018, www.nature.com, and
Center for Agriculture and Bioscience International,
www.cabdirect.org
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SACRAMENTO’S HISTORIC ROSE GARDEN—A Curated Collection

Anita Clevenger

An article in the 2019 American Rose Annual asks the question, “What Exactly Is a Rose Garden Curator?”
Rachel Burlington, Curator of the International Rose Test Garden, Portland, Oregon, describes her role as
similar to a museum curator, tasked with collection management and interpretation. However, she points
out that there’s a difference: “Roses are what’s called a living collection.”(1) She is also “part-scientist, partmanager, part garden-designer, part cheerleader and more,” working to keep more than 10,000 roses, in 650
different varieties, in “thriving good health.”
Portland’s curator is a paid position. In Sacramento, curating the collection and caring for the roses is volunteer effort.
The Historic Rose Garden operates on a much smaller scale, with some 500 roses – with some 350 different
varieties. Barbara Oliva became our Curator after the collection’s founding in 1992. At first, Barbara did it
all. She maintained a database of the roses, carefully tracking their provenance and other information and
producing collection catalogs and tags for the plants. She selected and removed cultivars, determined best
horticultural practices, recruited and trained volunteers, led tours, conducted classes, and more. She worked
in coordination with City staff and the Sheriff’s Work Project crew.
As a newly trained Master Gardener, I started volunteering with her in 2003, working to learn as much as
possible about these historic roses, improve their health and better manage the weeds. A few years later, as
the collection grew, I took on the role of garden manager, handling day-to-day maintenance while Barbara
continued to curate the collection and serve as its overall leader. When she stepped down in late 2013, I assumed the curator role, working with a number of key volunteers who help share the load.
The significance of the Sacramento Historic Rose Garden being a curated collection, rather than one that is
purely decorative, is not always understood. These plants are selected and grown to support our mission to
collect, preserve and study roses found in historic sites throughout California and to educate the public about
them, while enhancing the Historic City Cemetery. We established the collection in the Historic City Cemetery with the full support of then-City Historian Jim Henley and cemetery staff.
Today, our volunteer team works diligently to keep complete, correct records of the plants and to continually
maintain and improve the collection. Some of the roses that we grow appear to be unique and are of interest
to scientists and rose-lovers for that reason. Others are significant because of where they were found, or how
they help people to understand the history of the rose. Each decision to plant, remove or replace a rose, or to
plant a backup plant, is done thoughtfully. So are decisions about rose care. A curated collection is there for
a purpose.
Why are we thinking about this? There are changes afoot in how the city manages the cemetery and its volunteers, so we have been thinking hard about what’s important to us and our garden. We don’t yet know who
things will play out, but it’s good to give some thought to what we do, and how we got to where we are.
——————
(1) ARS Rose Annual, 2019, pages 98-99
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CEMETERY ROSE
Spring Feeding
Garden Tip
Spring is a good time to give your roses
a boost with spring feeding, and there
are as many options as rose gardeners’
opinions.
Before feeding, be sure your roses are
well irrigated—of course, this year in
California, nature seems to have done
that for us!
As with many things in your garden,
what you use will depend on your soil,
microclimate, roses, etc. Soil testers
and kits available in most nurseries
will let you know if your soil lacks
moisture or nutrients.
Use a good, natural, commercial slow
release rose food, or make your own.
A good organic rose food has a blend of
major nutrients: nitrogen, phosphate,
& potassium.

Nitrogen is needed for foliage, phosphorus promotes roots and flowers,
while potassium acts as a catalyst for
nitrogen and phosphorus, promoting
overall health of the plant.
You can make your own using magnesium or Epsom salts plus alfalfa meal,
bone, fish or blood meal.

Spring Events in the
Historic Rose Garden
March 30: 10 a.m.
Spring Beauties Awaken Tour
April 6: 9:00—noon
Primping Party
April 13: 9:30—2 p.m.
Open Gardens
April 14
Rose Sale: 11—2
OGR Talk—Teas, Chinas
& Noisettes: 1 p.m.
April 28: 1 p.m.
OGR Talk—Hybrid Perpetuals
& Bourbons
May 5: 1 p.m.
OGR Talk—Gallicas, Damasks, Albas
& Centifolias
May 6: 6 p.m.—dusk
Deadheading at Dusk
June 3: 6 p.m. –dusk
Deadheading at Dusk

The discovery, protection and preservation of our old roses constitutes a challenge to
all rose-lovers. No one person, no one committee can do justice to it. It is a duty
resting upon all who love the rose, its history, its romance, its usefulness as an agency of human happiness, to save our disappearing old roses for the benefit of present
and future generations and to make known their manifold advantages to all who love
gardens.
--- Francis E. Lester,
American Rose Annual, 1931
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