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Sacramento Historic Rose Garden

Preserving California’s Heritage Roses

Barbara’s Legacy

Judy Eitzen

CEMETERY ROSE

More than 100 people came to the Historic Rose Garden
on November 1, a rather drizzly Saturday, to commemorate Barbara Oliva’s life and the legacy she left—
Sacramento’s Historic Rose Garden.
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The Historic Rose Garden was established in the early
1990’s when the Cemetery Superintendent (Darrell Martineau) and Fred Boutin (retired botanist from the Huntington Botanical Garden) worked to pull together a
group of rosarians and volunteers to create a garden in
the weed patch that was the City Cemetery. The City
wanted a garden to beautify the cemetery; one that
would be visible to passersby as one element in the City’s
efforts to discourage vandalism. Barbara was one of the
early volunteers who eventually became the Rose Garden’s Curator.
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It took three years to organize the initial planting at the
fence line along Broadway and over time, the garden expanded to cover three acres and has earned recognition
as one of four premier heritage rose gardens in the United States and international recognition by the World
Federation of Rose Societies in 2015.
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That Barbara was able to turn what was originally a
small garden of roses found growing on historic sites into a garden that is recognized locally, nationally and
even internationally is part of her legacy. She also inspired a cadre of volunteer gardeners nearly as passionate about the preservation of these special plants as she
was. Her efforts earned her the respect of rosarians
across the globe.
Today Historic Rose Garden volunteers work closely
with both the City and the Old City Cemetery Committee
to maintain this very special garden.
Barbara will be missed by all who knew her and she still
speaks to those who work and visit this beautiful site.
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EDITORIAL
This fall I was focused on an OCCC project, our annual fundraiser, the Lantern Tours. In the midst of
this event, I learned of the death of Barbara Oliva,
the original curator and passionate supporter of the
Historic Rose Garden for more than twenty years. It
was a blow to all who knew and worked with her.
She was involved from the early days of this garden
and she managed volunteers and curated the collection until she was unable to do so.
I was a fortunate recipient of Barbara’s willingness
to share her knowledge about roses and am grateful
for the opportunities to work and travel with her. I
learned something whenever we spent time together.
Barbara had a way of encouraging volunteers and
building strong supporters for the garden. She so
obviously enjoyed learning and sharing knowledge
that she encouraged others to do the same.
When she told me she recognized the importance of
communicating about the garden via this newsletter,
but preferred to spend her efforts in one-on-one
communication, I agreed to edit the newsletter “for a
while”. This is my fifteenth year as editor—I guess
“a while” lasts—at least when Barbara asks.
I will miss her. We will all miss her.
Comments, questions, concerns,
Judy Eitzen,
verlaine@citlink.net

2016 Events
Historic Rose Garden
Pruning Climbing Roses with
Stephen Scanniello
January 16
Pruning Classes
January 23 & January 30
Early Bloom Tour
March 26

Open Garden
April 9
Romance & Roses
April 16
(evening—ticketed event)
Deadheading at Dusk
May 2
June 6
August 1
September 5
(6 p.m.)
Deadheading at Daybreak
May 14
June 18
September 19
(7:30 a.m.)

He who would have beautiful
roses in his garden must have
beautiful roses in his heart.

Propagation Class
September 10

Samuel Reynolds Hole, 1869
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CURATOR’S CORNER
The long, dry summer has come to an end. We
hoped it would be followed by a long, wet fall and
winter, but so far we’ve been disappointed. We’ve
had some rain, but not much, and warm temperatures set records in October. The roses have been
blooming impressively, and even some oncebloomers have produced scattered flowers. The Tea
roses have been the stars of the season. These stately bushes with large, beautifully formed flowers
drooping under their weight are such drama queens.
For the past ten years, I’ve been leading a “Fall Color
in the Rose Garden” tour the Saturday before
Thanksgiving to encourage people to come to our
garden throughout the year. There’s a misconception that all kinds of Old Garden Roses are oncebloomers. In fact, our Teas, Chinas, Noisettes and
Polyanthas bloom nearly continuously, and Hybrid
Perpetuals, Autumn Damask and Bourbon roses are
“remontant,” which means that they bloom more
than once a year. In fall, flowers are accompanied
by colorful hips. Some rose foliage turns brilliant
red, orange or yellow, and many trees and shrubs
throughout the cemetery are gloriously colorful too.
This year, many roses were in bloom. Other years,
only a few were flowering.
Barbara Oliva was dubious about whether there
would be enough fall bloom to satisfy visitors, and
advised me to “talk about sex” during the tour. So,
that’s what we do.
Some visitors have no idea that plants flower in order to reproduce, and most have never examined a
rose hip. They are surprised to see the hard dry
fruits (achenes) inside the hips, and to learn that
they hold a few seeds with the capability of growing
a brand new rose hybrid. They are delighted to see
the great variety of rose hips throughout the garden,
from tiny round red hips on ‘Plate Bande’ to fat
prickly yellow ‘R. roxburghii normalis.’ ‘R. eglanteria’ is one of the stars of the tour, with its applescented leaves, lovely orange-red ovoid hips, and
association with legend and fairy tales as England’s
‘Briar Rose.’
Another English hedgerow rose, ‘R. canina,’ intrigues people by the story of how its hips (the English say “heps,” by the way) were harvested by chil-
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Anita Clevenger
dren and pensioners during World War II to produce a Vitamin-C rich syrup to nourish a blockaded
nation unable to import citrus. One of our recent
visitors told me that she remembers being given that
syrup when she was a child in England.
We volunteers enjoy the garden throughout the
year. In addition to admiring flowers and fruits,
we’ve continued to shape roses, plant companion
plants, and weed. Soon, we will be moving a few roses and other plants that block headstone inscriptions. We’ll also be planting about eight new roses.
It will be exciting to watch them grow and bloom.
We will be using gopher cages to protect these new
roses because there has been a great influx of pocket
gophers and ground squirrels into the rose garden
area. We haven’t noted any damage to the roses yet,
but these critters are capable of damaging or even
killing roses. We want to protect the roots, just in
case. I’ve purchased 5-gallon wire cages, which will
allow roots to grow into the surrounding soil but
protect the root ball.
While there is always plenty to do in the garden,
there are natural times when the roses rest, and so
should we. We are initiating a few breaks in the volunteer work weeks. We will not be working Christmas week, the last two weeks in February, or the
first two weeks in July. We also will stay home on
rainy days (let’s hope there are many of those). If
you want to know if work is scheduled on a particular day, call me at 916-715-7294 or check our website. The cemetery will continue to be open, of
course.
It’s not possible to write this article or be in the
rose garden without thinking of Curator Emeritus
Barbara Oliva, who taught us so much. She labored for two decades to care for and preserve the
roses, record information about them in a data
base, develop volunteers, and educate the public
about the importance and beauty of these old roses. She worked hard, but also had a lot of fun.
We volunteers joined her to go for coffee, on road
rose trips, and just to chat or sing in the rose garden. Her presence will live on through the garden, our memories of her, and what we pass
along. Anita
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TOP TEN REASONS TO PRUNE IN
THE HISTORIC ROSE GARDEN

PROPAGATION TEAM IS
HARD AT WORK

(Reprinted from December 2004 Cemetery Rose)

1. The roses greatly outnumber the volunteers, and
we need help.

2. You can work on roses that have grown to their
natural shape and size.

3. You will learn a lot about pruning heritage roses.
4. It’s satisfying to watch an overgrown bush take

shape.
5. The cemetery is atmospheric and beautiful in the
winter.
6. It’s a great spot to watch birds and squirrels.
7. Your fellow volunteers are an amiable, lively
group.
8. Fresh air and natural light are the best way to
combat winter blues.
9. You can learn as much as you like about old roses.
10. The roses greatly outnumber the volunteers, and
we need help

Once again, Rose Garden volunteers have the
opportunity to propagate roses for next
spring’s sale in the Consumnes River College
greenhouse thanks to Dave Andrews. Nearly
200 roses have struck and been potted into
the one-gallon pots and are growing apace.
The hardworking team at the greenhouse is
lead by Bill Harp and includes Janette Hamlin, Lynda Ives, Haru Ruuth and Judy Eitzen.
Anita Clevenger, Pam Myczek, Karen and
Tom Jefferson, and Kathryn Mackenzie are
also propagating at home and we expect a
bumper crop of roses for next spring’s sale.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
OPEN GARDEN
APRIL 9, 2016

Open Garden will be held on the second Saturday in April in the Historic
City Cemetery.
We will have many roses to sell,
propagated from roses grown in the
Historic Rose Garden.
There will be walking tours of the
Rose Garden, a history tour led by a
Barbara Oliva’s son, Paul, and daughter, Jean, have generously costumed docent and electric cart
donated Barbara’s rose book collection to the Heritage Rose Gar- tours of the entire cemetery.
BARBARA’S BOOKS

den. There are about 100 books, ranging from basic instructional books to botanical studies to more weighty reference tomes
from rose authors around the world. We have asked our high
school intern, Darian Realmuto, to make a list of them and to
check on their on-line sales prices while we develop a plan. If we
can’t keep them together in an accessible location, we will sell
them to raise funds for our garden. We don’t expect to find any
particularly rare or valuable books, but there is much information and many beautiful illustrations in the pages of her much
-loved books. We sincerely thank the Oliva family for their gift,
and look forward to making these books available to fellow rose
and book lovers.
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In addition to the Rose Garden, visit
Hamilton Square—home to Mediterranean perennials, and the California Native Plant Society’s Demonstration Garden.
“Come to our garden, our roses
would love to see you.”
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ROSE GARDEN SIGNS
When Paul and Jean Oliva asked how contributions
made in memory of their mother Barbara, could be
used in the rose garden, I immediately thought of
some added interpretive signs. Many visitors to the
cemetery are not aware of the Historic Rose Garden's location or its significance.
Our cemetery collection does not resemble the usual
rose gardens, with their rows of stiff Hybrid Teas
and short Floribundas. “Where are the roses?”
some people ask, even while standing in front of roses as big as a garden shed. We plan to install a sign
that shows a map of the rose garden, an explanation
of “found” roses and a short description of how the
garden came to be.
Additionally, we wish to install a couple of smaller
signs describing two roses and the people for whom
they are named. “Barbara's Pasture Rose” is a
bright pink, fragrant Hybrid Perpetual. It's likely
the rose 'La Reine' or a member of its family, but it's
more healthy and robust than many plants sold un-

Anita Clevenger
der that name. It's also beloved for the tale of how
Barbara collected it from the middle of a pasture.
It's long gone from its original site, but is a popular
rose at our annual Open Garden sales.
The other rose, 'Jim Henley,' has recently been
named in honor of the late City Historian. Jim was
a staunch supporter of the volunteers who worked to
restore the cemetery to its former glory, and set
aside three sections of the cemetery for the Historic
Rose Garden. The 'Jim Henley' rose is a seedling
found, and preserved, by Barbara Oliva. Unique to
our cemetery, it produces clove-scented clusters of
white, pink-tinged single flowers continuously, even
as it develops bright little red hips. It's a bee magnet, too.
Donations are still being accepted in Barbara's honor. Send checks to Historic Rose Garden, ATTN:
Anita Clevenger, 1000 Broadway, Sacramento, CA
95818. Make the checks out to OCCC-HRG, and
note on them that they are in memory of Barbara
Oliva.

STEPHEN RETURNS—JANUARY 16, 2016 9 a.m. & 1 p.m.
On January 16, Stephen Scanniello, author of the
book, Climbing Roses (and five others) will return
to the Historic Rose Garden to demonstrate pruning techniques for climbing roses. His unique creative approach clearly shows his ability to visualize
what the rose will look like in spring. His aptitude
for fascinating stories will entertain as well as
teach. This is a must for all those who grow climbing roses. Please join us at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. for
this free demonstration. (Donations welcome)

“Peggy Martin”
before pruning
and blooming in
the spring.

Clean your tools, sharpen
your tools, then get to work
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WHAT ELSE TO DO—WINTER CHORES
If you’re like most gardeners, your garden includes
more than one type of plant – more than just roses.
Many of us grow veggies, fruit trees, perennials and
other shrubs. And, while winter spells “PRUNING
TIME” in giant letters in our minds, it’s also time for
other garden chores.

In the Sacramento valley, nearly all home vegetable
gardens seem to include tomatoes – quick, easy and
delicious. In fact, many gardeners don’t grow any
other vegetables and it’s hard to wait for spring to
plant next years’ crop. One thing to consider is
planting cool-season veggies or a cover crop to help
revitalize the soil. At the very least, one must prepare beds for next year. One task that can be done
while preparing beds is to plant bulbs. They can be
planted throughout the winter for spring bloom –
and there are lots to choose.
Roses flourish in well amended soil and working on
the soil now means less work at planting time.
Learn what type of soil you have - sandy soil, loam
or clay – and amend accordingly. Roses prefer soil
that drains well and does so slowly to keep roots
strong and growing. In winter, you can see how well
the soil drains, observe runoff and correct drainage
problems. Try not to walk on beds right after it
rains as this compacts the soil.

Judy Eitzen

Observe your winter garden and take time to make
notes for next year’s garden. Take photos, too. This
helps one remember what to do when the time
comes to prune or plant. It’s also time to take a look
at garden catalogs and make lists of seeds and plants
to purchase and plant in spring. This is particularly
important if you tend to buy every seed packet or
new plant that catches your eye. A dozen “must
have” roses may not fit into a planned garden.
Finally, this is a good time to clean and sharpen rose
pruning tools. The sharper the pruner, the cleaner
the cut and clean cuts are less likely to admit disease. Sharp tools are also easier to use, so you can
prune even more roses!
Even though this may be the gardening ‘quiet time’,
there’s a lot to do in the Historic Rose Garden and
your home garden, too.

Sacramento’s elevation averages just thirteen feet
above sea level. As cold air flows downhill, most of
our roses receive a proper winter chill, and with our
relatively mild climate, do not have to be protected
from freezing. In the Historic Rose Garden, there
are a number of microclimates and exposures. For
example, prevailing north winds chill roses growing
on the Broadway fence, while the foot of the east bed
has some protection from the north wind. In the
Rose Garden, there is usually some bloom virtually
all winter. Headstones, trees and other roses affect
the microclimate in a particular area. As roses do
best when placed in the right place, your experience
over time in your garden will clue you into the local
microclimates. Personal experience is one of the
most valuable garden ‘tools’.
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WHAT THE WELL GROOMED,
WINTER WEATHER GARDENER WEARS

Judy Eitzen

Whether you’re planting spring bulbs, pruning roses
or amending the soil, warm, protective clothing is a
must. At the very minimum you need: heavy shoes,
warm sox, and strong gloves.
The trio shown here
are prepared for
winter work. Note
the built-in knee
pads in the ladies’
overalls.
On really cold days,
a hat will help retain body heat and
ski or thermal under layers keep one
warm.
Wearing layers is a
key to comfort as
they can be removed or added as
body heat is generated or lost.

Pat, Craig and Anita posing
for pix

2016 ROSY EVENTS

April 23—Sacramento Rose society
Rose Show at Shepard Gar den & Ar ts
Center, McKinley Park, Sacramento
May 15—Celebration of Old Roses— El
Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser
Lane, El Cerrito, CA
October 1-2—Heritage Rose Foundation—National Conference—The Huntington, San Marino, CA
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CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip

Volunteer Activities & Upcoming Events

Fall is cleanup time.

Volunteers work in the Historic Rose Garden on
Tuesday and Saturday mornings. We generally
arrive around 9:30 and perform a variety of
tasks; pruning, primping, planting, plucking,
preening, and prettifying our roses.

In California, we can garden all
year, so if you haven’t cleaned
up debris, do so now. Various
pathogens and critters winter
over in the debris below plants.
If you don’t want them back in
the spring, now’s the time to be
sure they’re gone.
Rake and compost leaves and
spent annuals and vegetables.
You’ll be ready to prune your
roses in a nice, clean garden.

It’s very satisfying to work on a rose and enjoy
the results when the plant responds with a wonderful display of blooms come April.
Come and join in the fun!

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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