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Propagation class—September 10

CEMETERY ROSE

Join us for a class in rose propagation on Saturday morning, September 10. Beginning at 10 a.m. in the Historic Rose Garden,
Kathryn Mackenzie and Janelle Michel will demonstrate tips and
techniques of successfully
propagating antique roses
from cuttings.
You will learn about soil
mixtures that promote
rooting, how to take and
‘stick’ cuttings, and the
care required to successfully propagate roses for
yourself and to share with
others.

What’s wrong with the Elm Trees?
You may have noticed the condition of the Cemetery’s elm trees
this summer. Six years ago the City began removing trees that
had been damaged beyond their ability to recover. More than
ten elms have been removed over the last few years and others
have been identified for removal.
As reported by Anita
Clevenger in 2005, it’s an ongoing issue in the Cemetery, one
that affects the entire tree canopy. New trees are being planted
to replace those removed, but it will take years for the canopy to
be replaced.
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The elm leaf beetle has returned in force to the cemetery again
this summer. Adult feeding causes shot holes between the major
veins of leaves. The larvae do the most damage, feeding underneath leaves causing skeletonization. Damaged leaves dry out,
turn brown and fall off. Some of our trees are so heavily defoliated that it looks and feels like Autumn. We've been spotting the
yellow, black-striped beetles on the roses. They do not damage
the roses, but are certainly weakening the elm trees. When a
tree is so weakened by the problem that it becomes a safety issue, the City will remove the tree. Two elms west of the Rose
Garden have been recently removed; undoubtedly others will follow.
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editorial
In 2012 we will celebrate the 20th anniversary of
the original planting in the Broadway Bed which
took place in 1992. We can look back with pride
at all we have accomplished. From a beautiful
garden to roses found and preserved to local and
international recognition of the garden, we have a
lot to celebrate.
We’re planning to celebrate the Rose Garden’s
anniversary with events through the year culminating in a symposium to be held in October 2012.
Details are being discussed and will appear here
and on the website. If you want to participate in
the planning, please let me know.
_____________

As by now you’ve noticed, Cemetery Rose has a
new format. After ten years editing this publication, it seemed time to make some changes. (Or,
perhaps I just got bored?)

September events

Historic
Rose Garden
Events
Propagation Class
Saturday September 10
10 a.m. in the rose Garden
Deadheading at Dusk
September 12
6 p.m. (note time change)
Park across Broadway

So, though the newsletter looks different, we still
include newsworthy information about the Historic
Rose Garden and the Cemetery, rose-related
events and gardening information and techniques.
Your input would be appreciated. Is there a topic
you want to see? Information you’d like to have?
Please let me know.
Questions, comments?
Judy Eitzen, verlaine@citlink.net

cemetery rose subscribers:
If you currently receive the newsletter in hardcopy via U.S. mail, please consider receiving if
via email. You will receive the newsletter
more quickly and save mailing costs for use in
the Rose Garden
Simply send an email to Judy Eitzen to switch.
Thanks
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SAN JOSE EVENT
The South Bay Heritage Rose Group
and the Guadalupe River Park Conservancy invite you to the garden on
September 24, from 9AM-2PM. Come
see the fall bloom and rose hips,
hear lectures on composting, propagation, and rose hips. Old and/or
hard to find roses will be for sale.
Tour the Heritage Rose Garden and
see the hips and fall bloom.
Complete details at:
http://www.heritageroses.us/
FallEvent.htm.

The ennises: an explorer, an entrepreneur and a librarian
by Larry Fox with Rick Castro (and some editing by Anita Clevenger)
As soon as I found the names on the website, I said
“Wow!” to myself. I couldn’t believe that I found them.
I’m referring to the Sacramento Old City Cemetery
website where I found William H. Ennis (1825-1892)
and Susan D. Coates Ennis’s (1846-1910) last resting place. They are the parents of Scott Ennis (18721937), listed in cemetery records as owning the family plot and the man who built my home on N Street
near 22nd Street in 1896.
They are buried in
Plot 420 in Section
65 at the top of the
“East Bed” in the
Historic Rose Garden. There is a family grave marker with
names and dates,
and headstones for
“Papa” (William H.),
“Mama” (Susan D.
Coates Ennis) and
“Daisy”. (Daisy Ennis Judson 18761925), their daughter. William had
been buried elsewhere but was reinterred when Susan
was buried in the
family plot.

San Francisco, where Susan’s
father lived with them until he
died. Their two children, Scott
and Daisy, were born in San
Francisco and remained there
until William obtained a position
of Deputy Surveyor with the
California Surveyors Office in
Sacramento. The family moved
to 1800 O Street, Sacramento,
where William died November 9,
1893.
Scott Ennis worked as a Clerk
and Bookkeeper during his early
years in Sacramento. When his
father died in 1893, Scott was
20 and became the main support of his mother and sister. By 1895 work had begun on
their new home on N Street, built in the Queen Anne style
with all the bells and whistles of the ornate Victorian age.
Susan remained there until her death in 1902.
Around that time, Scott also became interested in politics
and ran for Assemblyman as a Republican. He won the
seat and represented southern Sacramento County, serving one term 1896–1898. In 1899, he married Ida M.
Smith. In 1900 he and Ida moved with their daughter, Mildred (1900-1974), to 2600 N Street. That home was even
more elaborate then the first.
(Continued on page 7)

“Papa”, William Hamilton Ennis, was a native of
Washington D.C. He may have fought for both the
North and South during the Civil War. He came to
San Francisco around 1864. In 1865, he became a
member of the Russian-American (Western Union)
Telegraph Exploring Expedition (1865-1867) to explore routes in Siberia suitable for telegraph lines to
America. William became Captain of the expedition
and later he engaged in another sailing expedition.
During this time, William was engaged to Susan D.
Coates, “Mama”, who was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, before moving to Sacramento. She lived in the
Fourth Ward of Sacramento with her parents, Moses
K. and Azalie Coates and her three brothers and two
sisters. William and Susan married about 1870 in

William H. Ennis (center) Captain of the RussianAmerican Telegraph Expedition (1865-1867)
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BOTANY AND ROSE ID—OR HOW TO PLAY THE NAME GAME
“What does botany matter, anyway? I can tell at a glance
whether the rose is a china or hybrid perpetual or
noisette.”
We’ve all heard this or similar remarks and that’s fine for
the casual garden visit. However, are all china roses even
alike? Hybrid perpetuals? Noisettes? While each classification has similarities, roses often have characteristics
that are not immediately apparent. When we try to pin
down the specifics of a particular found rose, botanical
characteristics must come into play. (Plus a little guesswork…)
As we find and attempt to identify individual roses, the
easiest trap to fall into is the one which examines blossoms. After all, blooms are what attract us to the plant in
the first place. Noting that some roses produce several
different types of blooms on the same plant at the same
time is, however, confusing. We may then look at overall
growth pattern of the plant, and then we’re done. The
rose has been identified. Or has it? Okay, let’s add leaf
size, shape and color. Now we’re done? Are we?
There is always the caveat of which we were reminded at
this year’s Great Rosarian talk by Gregg Lowery; we cannot go back in time to see what individual roses were
really like. All we have are descriptions and depictions of
these plants. At best, we make educated guesses.
One element that gets in our way on the road to identification is the botany of roses themselves. As Barbara Oliva
has stated, “Roses are promiscuous.” Individual plants
don’t care from whence comes pollen, just that it comes.
Seeds from these open pollinated crosses are passed
along by birds and small animals, so a found rose may
have characteristics of both parents and those parents
may be entirely different varieties. Confusing.
Botany basics will aid us in the quest to learn possible origins of these plants. Learning how plants in the rosacae
family grow and reproduce is important. It’s not necessary
to earn a botanical degree, but the study of a few botanical
basics will help us understand why the plant being studied
looks and grows the way it does.
Botany Basics of the Rosaceae Plant Family

by Judy Eitzen

roses. Okay, so now we know it’s a rose – but which one?
Here’s where it gets tricky. As stated above, we only have
memory, description and depiction to compare, so we’re
making our best guess.
As roses became important to floriculture in the 17th, 18th
and 19th centuries, hybridizers began developing crosses
with abandon. In many cases, accurate records were not
kept. In others, roses were crossed and re-crossed, each
time blurring basic familial characteristics. Thus today, a
rose identified as china or hybrid perpetual or noisette may
have characteristics of damask or tea. Some breeders
called their hybrids “tea” or “china” or whatever when the
actual ancestry of the rose was mostly something else.
Further adding to the confusion are names given by
breeders when roses were introduced into commerce.
Not only do we attempt to identify the rose classification of
the plant, but we also attempt to provide the name to what
we believe are the correct named varieties, ‘Mme. Jules
Bouchet’, ‘Ramona’, ‘Crepescule’ etc. The names add
little to the search for identity; ‘Mrs. Dudley Cross’ could
be any type of rose, while ‘Cels multiflora’ is not a multiflora at all, but a china with tea characteristics. The
breeder-named ‘Easlea’s Golden Rambler’ is a climbing
hybrid wichuriana – a large-flowered climber, not a rambler.
The whole exercise is further confused by the fact that our
found rose may well have been a random cross that appeared because of a bird drop and was grown by someone as “Aunt Julia’s rose”, passed around among friends,
came down to us today, but was never a named variety
and never in commerce. Can it get more confusing?
We do have a very good tool which helps us with botanical
understanding and can lead toward success in the name
game. This is the Field Report of Rose Characteristics:
an Innovative Approach to the Documentation of Old
Roses. This book was developed by three California rosarians, Bev Vierro, Lynne Storm and Judy Deane. While
identifying a particular cultivar requires additional work,
using the guide from this book will lead you closer to your
goal.

Plants in this family have five sepals and five petals with
numerous stamens (multiples of five) and oval, serrated
leaves. Some characteristics may be multiples – petals,
leaflets, etc. In addition to rosa, subfamily plants in
rosaceae include rubus (blackberry, raspberry), spirea,
frageria (strawberry), potentilla (cinquefoil, silverweed) and
many others.

Today, though DNA research can help unscramble the
origins of various roses, specific identification without activating a time machine for an actual comparison with 19th
century named cultivars is pretty much an educated
guessing process. The more we learn about roses, the
more closely we study and examine these plants, the better we come to know them.

A variety of plant identification keys1 have been developed
to help identify botanical specimens, including species

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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Plant key: a set of yes/no questions that leads to plant identification.

ROSE GARDEN MAINTENANCE REPORT
Every August, we delight in an “August flush” of
bloom in which the Teas, Chinas and Noisettes flaunt
their flowers in the heat of the summer. It's a reminder that these classes of roses bloom nearly continuously, so long as they are irrigated. This year, the
flush has been even more constant due to the late,
wet spring and mild summer. Throughout the garden, roses have been blooming that are usually dormant this time of year.
California gardeners often wonder what all the hoopla
is about rambling roses. In our climate, these oncebloomers fall victim to spider mites and powdery mildew, and their bloom season is short. This year,
however, we've gotten a glimpse of how they perform
in more temperate climates. We've had less mildew
and fewer mites, and hybrid wichurana and multiflora
roses have had scattered bloom all summer long.
'Laure Davost,' a multiflora hybrid which is one of my
favorites due to its clean, bluish-green foliage and
huge clusters of pale pink flowers, has bloomed and
bloomed. The Mendocino headland roses in the
Broadway Bed (probably 'Dorothy Perkins' and
'Debutante') have had at least a few flowers on them
since May. Two repeat-blooming ramblers on the
fence, “Barfield White Climber” and “Peggy Martin,”
have been constantly in bloom. These two thornless
roses are especially meaningful to us because some
of us have met the people who gave them to us, Florida's John Starnes and Louisiana's Peggy Martin,
who introduced her rose to the world after it survived
Hurricane Katrina.

ROSE GARDEN TREES

by Anita Clevenger

Just a couple of newsletters ago, I foolishly stated
that we had the weeds under control. Then, the rains
kept coming, just after we cut back the Sheriff's Crew
to Saturday only because we have no volunteers to
supervise on Sundays. What was the result? We
have had weeds five feet tall in some of the plots,
and the worst infestation of nutsedge ever. I've been
pushing the Saturday work crew hard, and volunteers
have also been weeding. We are finally getting
caught up, although the nutsedge is still a serious
problem.
To many people, violets are weeds. In our more
casually-maintained garden, they are precious companion plants. We were dismayed to see that the
violets in the Meiss plot at the top of the West Bed
looked like they had been blasted with herbicide.
Barbara Oliva pointed out that there was not one, but
two, insect pests wreaking havoc.
Pat Schink
showed us a UC Davis Integrated Pest Management
website that identifies pests by type of host plant,
h t t p: / / www. i pm . uc d av i s. e d u/ PMG / G A R DE N/
FLOWERS/pansy.html .
We identified that the damage was due to the violet
gall midge and foliar-feeding caterpillars. We've had
the Sheriff's crew remove the foliage from two beds
of violets, and hope that the damage doesn't spread
throughout the garden.
(Continued on page 7)

by Judy Eitzen

The tree canopy is important to the overall health of
the Cemetery. Rose Garden volunteers (three of
whom are Master Gardeners) have worked with an
arborist to assess the condition of some mature trees
in the Rose Garden part of the Cemetery.
A very old (possibly original?) almond tree in the
Broadway Bed had not had any attention quite a
while. It had many dead and crossing limbs and in
fact, looked like a china rose that hadn’t been pruned
for years. One heavy limb was particularly worrisome
as it overhung a fragile headstone inside the only
fenced surround in the Broadway Bed. In July, Jensen Tree Service removed the dead and out-of-place
branches and generally spruced up the tree, hopefully
giving it many more years of life.
(Continued on page 9)
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DEADHEADING AT DUSK
In 2005, we first invited people into the garden to deadhead the roses at dusk. We picked a magical summer
solstice evening, complete with a full moon and capped
off by a barn owl swooping overhead. We were hoping
to attract some new volunteers, to give people the opportunity to be in the garden in the beautiful crepuscular light, and to work after the heat of the day. It was
an enjoyable evening; we deadheaded quite a few
roses, and enjoyed some root beer floats together after
it became too dark to work. We all agreed it was a success, and we should do it again.
The next year, we scheduled one deadheading evening
a month in June, July and August. We varied the refreshments, but always had something tasty. We had a
dozen volunteers each evening, though never quite the
same mix of people.
While the sun is certainly less intense in the evening,
some deadheading evenings were almost unbearably
hot, and a few have been chilly. Worst of all was the
July in which wildfires filled the Sacramento skies with
smoke. We decided to cancel the deadheading. We
could call or email our usual volunteers, but had no
way to notify any newcomers. Bill Harp and I went to
the cemetery to tell people in person. One volunteer
showed up with his respirator in hand, rather irked that
we were turning him away. We've never seen him
again, to our regret, since stalwart volunteers like that
are precious.
We now start deadheading in May, and have found that
it's especially lovely to be working in the garden when
many of the roses are still covered in bloom. We
added a September date this year, too, by popular demand.
Another thing changed this year. Sharon Patrician began inviting people to come help her weed and deadhead in Hamilton Square. Our publicity crew has done
a wonderful job of telling the media about this and other
cemetery events, and we've been featured in the Sacramento News and Review, Capital Public Radio, and
the Sacramento Bee. Our volunteer mailing list keeps
growing, too, and so does our attendance. People
have come down from Redding to deadhead, or in from
the Bay Area. In August, we reached an unimaginable
number of 36 total volunteers, 23 of them working in
the rose garden and 13 in Hamilton Square.
While many of our roses will bloom whether or not they
are deadheaded, Hybrid Perpetuals and Hybrid Teas
definitely respond to deadheading by pushing out new
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by Anita Clevenger
flower buds. We also get quicker repeat on many of the
other roses if they are deadheaded, and they certainly
look tidier if their dead blossoms are groomed away.
Our roses have been blooming, and reblooming, and
blooming again.
The best part of these deadheading evenings is the camaraderie and the joy in being in such a beautiful setting
after the gates are closed to the public. We've gleaned
a number of regular volunteers from this event, some of
whom come just to deadhead or for January's pruning
party, and others of whom have now joined the Tuesday
or Saturday volunteers. What started as a one-time
special event is now a hallowed Historic Rose Garden
tradition.
Our last 2011 Deadheading at Dusk will be on Monday,
Sept 12, at 6 pm. Come join the fun!

Ennis family, cont.
(Continued from page 3)

Scott had become a successful entrepreneur. In 1900, he
became part owner of the produce company that became
Ennis-Brown, located at 100 J Street (now the location of
“Fat City”). The company sold wholesale fruits, vegetables, nuts and other assorted food supplies. San Francisco newspapers called Scott the “Potato King”. Along
with the produce company, Scott helped start the “Pacific
Fruit Exchange” and became its President.
In 1914, Ida committed suicide because of “depression”
and left Mildred $50,000. The family was devastated.
Circa 1920, Scott married Anne Hicks and moved to San
Francisco. Daisy remained in the house until she married.
While single, she worked as a Clerk and Librarian at the

California State Library, then located in the Capital
building. She and Scott were mentioned in articles as
attending parties of eligible young ladies and men.
Around 1910, she became the wife of Frederick W.
Judson. They first lived in San Francisco and moved to
Oakland. On April 25th, 1925, while on a trip to Paso
Robles, she died of “acute cardiac dilatation”. Fred died
in 1940 in Oakland. He is also buried in the Ennis plot
but has no headstone.
Although there is a blank fourth side to the Ennis
monument, Scott's ashes were interred in Colma with
his wife.
A little more about the house. Scott sold the N street
house after Daisy married Fred. In 2001 an attic fire
destroyed the roof, attic and second floor apartment.
The apartments below suffered considerable water
damage. Nobody in the neighborhood gave the historic
structure odds on coming back. After all, the building
had been unoccupied and without power for about fifteen years. In 2003, Rick Castro and I bought the
house and began the restoration, doing much of the
work ourselves, finishing in 2007. The house received
a Preservation Trust Award from the City of Sacramento because of all the hard work done to return it to
the look of the original Ennis version. Except now, my
six-foot tall sculpture of a “Rhode Island Red” chicken
resides on the balcony. I’m sure it would give Scott and
Daisy a chuckle

Maintenance, cont.
(Continued from page 5)

As noted on page 1, the elm leaf beetle quickly defoliated our elm trees. It's described by UCD in a Pest Note, http://
www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7403.html. We haven't had a major infestation of these beetles for several years. Perhaps this year's weather has encouraged them. While they don't kill the trees outright, they do
weaken them and we miss the summer shade.
Our roses have avoided most pest infestations and are doing well. As we deadhead, we cut out dead or unproductive
wood and shape the plants. Despite good intentions, we have done a limited amount of summer pruning of oncebloomers this year. Where did the summer go? Some days, we spent a lot more time enjoying the roses than working on them. It was time well spent, in this glorious summer of 2011.
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Headstone repair in the rose garden

known as a ‘fire follower’,
often appearing after wild
fires.

Recognizing even permanent structures in cemeteries
deteriorate over time, members of the Old City Cemetery Committee established as a primary function,
fund-raising for the repair of Cemetery headstones.
Cemetery volunteers work with the Ruhkula Monument Company (conveniently located across Broadway) to identify damaged stones and prioritize their
repair. Such repairs include re-standing fallen stones,
adhering broken stones together, and replacing broken or missing pieces.

The Seth and Elisa Boswell stone in plot 71 had to
be reset in cement and is
now upright again. The
Boswells were born in
England and immigrated to
California in the mid 19th
century. At the time of the
1870 census they resided
in Elliott – now a ghost
town in San Joaquin
County.
Nancy died of
typhoid twelve years to the

As this is an ongoing venture and funds are limited,
volunteers from the Rose Garden have taken on plot
repairs and repair of some broken stones. Anita
Clevenger, Rose Garden Manager, toured the Garden
with RoyceAnn Birks of Ruhkula and identified three
stones for repair. In July, Ruhkula workers did the
work and now three more are completed.
day after her husband.
The two Polyantha roses
on the plot, ‘Pink Soupert’
and ‘Eglantine’ were donated by Fred Boutin and
are part of the 1992 planting

The marble Tieman stone was epoxied in the past and
the edges pretty worn, so the repair is not perfect, but
fixing it now should prevent further weathering along
the break. Peter H. Tieman was born in Prussia and
died February 15, 1871 at Mace’s Ranch of a congestive fever. Mace’s Ranch, in what is now Davis, was
the eastern part of a Mexican Land Grant, Rancho
Laguna de Santos Calle made to Marcos and Manuel
Vaca.
One of the roses on the plot was found at the Elder
Creek Cemetery under the found name, “CarlsonPosy Plot”, referring to the cemetery plot in that cemetery. It was identified as ‘Fun Jwan Lo’, a rose imported to California by Frank Meyer. The second rose
is ‘R. Spithamea’, a recent planting of a species rose
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by Judy Eitzen

The Kirkpatrick stone has
a beautifully carved and
preserved piece that lay
face-down for years. Typical of the period the
carving depicts a
husband and wife
handclasp.
It is
wonderful to have it
be visible again.
Nancy (from Kentucky) and James
(f rom
I ndi ana)
Kirkpatrick settled in
Brighton, an area
just south of what is
now CSU Sacramento where James
was
a
f armer.
‘Shailer’s Provence’
a strongly scented
centifolia rose found
in
Minnesota
is
planted on this plot.

Trees, cont.
(Continued from page 5)

The elm at Ivy and Laburnum is another neglected tree;
this one with a very heavy branch overhanging the roadway, endangering those below. In fact, a large limb fell
from this tree in a winter storm a few years ago. The
breakage caused minimal damage to roses and headstones, but with the reappearance of elm leaf beetles, we
became seriously worried about the overall strength of
the tree. Again, working with Jensen, the tree was limbed
up and the heavy part of the overhanging branch was
removed.

New owl box in elm tree

We took advantage of the opportunity to install an owl
box high in the elm. (Over the years, owl boxes were lost
as elm trees were removed.) This spring, we’ve had
more difficulties with ground-burrowing pests (gophers,
voles, etc.). Hopefully an increase in the owl population
will help control these rodents. A second owl box was
installed in an elm near the northeast corner of the cemetery. Funds earned at Open Garden paid for the tree
work and one owl box.
Several Valley Oak trees were planted along Laburnum
in the 1990’s. These trees are the wrong tree in the
wrong place. They interfere with overhead wires, street
lighting, plot surrounds, headstones and roadways. Again
working with Jensen Tree Service, we have evaluated the
impact (current and future) of these trees; one in particular has caused considerable damage. Because the oaks
have grown to more than 36” in circumference, the City
considers them ‘heritage trees’. As
such, specific criteria must be met
before the tree/s can be removed.
We have given City staff a written request to consider removing at least
one of these trees.
As a group, Rose Garden volunteers
feel that it’s important to look after the
entire area, not just the roses. Consequently we have taken on the purchase of cement and mortar to repair
plot surrounds, repair headstones,
and employ professionals to look after
the area’s trees. On the ground, volunteers have added a variety of
plants, violets, iris, watsonia and other
perennials to the garden to increase
its beauty year round.

Elm tree prior to trimming
Elm tree after trimming
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Propagating roses
Plant lovers have been sharing plants ever since people
first began deliberately sowing plants for food. Rose
lovers have propagated roses nearly as long, sharing
plants, hybridizing and spreading roses around the
world.
Botanically speaking, propagation is defined as the deliberate, directed reproduction of plants using plant cells,
tissues or organs. There are three primary methods to
multiply the number of plants by natural or artificial
means:
Asexual propagation –AKA vegetative propagation
Sexual propagation – AKA seed propagation
Tissue culture
As tissue culture is best done in a laboratory by professionals, and sexual propagation is primarily precision
work1 with the results (new plants) some years away,
vegetative propagation is the method of choice for most
of us. There are five primary methods of vegetative
propagation, one of which does not apply to roses.2 We
are thus left with four methods to propagate roses. In
simplest terms they are:
Cuttings – remove stems and grow a new plant from
the cutting
Grafting – attaching one stem to another
Budding – attaching a bud from one stem to the
stem of another
Layering – forcing roots to grow along a stem by
burying or encapsulating the stem.
The two most common (and easiest) methods for the
home gardener are cuttings and layering. We’ll focus on
these.
In addition to the usual garden tools, a few special items
will be needed. If you propagate more than one rose,
weather-proof plant labels are a must. It is difficult to
remember months later which plant is which – baby
roses look alike. Some swear by soft pencil on plastic
plant stakes, others use UV-proof and waterproof plant
markers available from nurseries. You can use plastic
picnic utensils or even popsicle sticks.
Additional propagation tools include rooting powder or
gel, a dibble3, plant containers, Perlite to add to potting
soil or water-retention potting mix, cold- or hot-weather
protection (cold frame or cloche, shade or cover). A
place given over to growing propagated plants with appropriate climate control (protection from drying wind,
e.g.) is helpful. In addition, bottom heat, grow lights, etc.
may increase the rate of success. Some swear by covered terrariums, others prefer cuttings in open containers; trial and error will show you the best method.
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by Judy Eitzen
CUTTINGS
There are several types of cuttings from which new roses
can be grown. The type of cutting taken may depend on
when it is taken and how long before the new plant is
wanted.
• Softwood – taken from new shoot tips or basal
shoots in spring when nearly fully developed but still
soft. (pinch shoot tip before planting). New plants
may be ready to plant in ground in the fall or the following spring. Softwood cuttings may work on some
roses that are difficult to root with hardwood cuttings.
• Semi-ripe or semi-hardwood cuttings – taken when
new growth has slowed and shoots have begun to
form; basically midsummer to autumn. May be ready
to plant in ground next spring.
• Hardwood – taken in longer lengths of fully mature,
young stems after leaf fall and before new growth
starts; late autumn and winter. New plants require
about a year to grow enough for in-ground planting.
• Leaf bud – Semi-ripe cuttings w/shorter stem and
leaves– gives more cuttings per stem. Can be taken
at any time and grown in gallon pot until ready to be
planted in the ground. Remove long cane from plant
and cut in sections. Each cutting has two buds below
the soil and one or two leaves (with leaflets) above.
In brief, the procedure for taking and ‘sticking’ cuttings is
to take a pencil-size section of cane with four growth
buds and stick the cane section into soil with two buds
above and two buds below the surface as quickly as possible after removing the cane from the original plant.
Several techniques will improve your success rate with
cuttings:
• Keep cuttings moist until placed in potting soil.
• Wound the cutting along the cane that is to be placed
below the surface of the soil and remove leaves from
that part of the cane. Remaining leaves (above
ground) supply nutrition and will eventually fall off.
• Use rooting hormone and make the hole in potting
soil with a dibble3 so that hormone will remain on the
cutting when inserted into the soil. NOTE: rooting
hormone is easy to overuse. Shake powder or gel on
stem before placing in soil.
• Firm soil around cutting.
• Apply a label to both cutting and container immediately.
• Gently check for callus (hardened area over bottom
of cutting) and roots after a week or two. (If using a
translucent container, just look at the bottom for roots
without disturbing cutting.)
(Continued on page 11)

Propagating, cont.
(Continued from page 10)

Repot when well rooted
Harden off before planting in the garden. (Place pot
in garden so new plant will become accustomed to
garden conditions.)

•
•

LAYERING
Some roses just naturally reproduce by tip layering.
The tips of some canes will root where they touch the
ground. This makes things easy; just cut the cane
between the plant and new roots and pot up the resulting new plant. Many roses can forcibly tip layered
by wounding the cane near a bud union and placing
the wounded cane beneath the surface. Hold the
cane in place with hairpin-shaped metal garden
stakes. Success rate varies by cultivar, but is generally higher than taking cuttings.
Air layering is another relatively simple process. Remove leaves and prickles for several inches along a
cane and wound the cane with a shallow cut (ushape cut). Place moss and rooting hormone inside
cut area, add moss or soil around the wound and
seal with plastic. When roots form (can see in plastic), remove new plant and place in garden or container.
With a little time and attention, you can reproduce
your favorite roses and have new plants for your garden or to share with friends.

1

Sexual propagation is also accomplished by plants
themselves (see article on p. 4)
2
Division – digging up and separating rhizomes, bulbs,
tubers, roots, or corms. Method used for daffodils, iris,
gladiolus, etc.
3
Dibble – something to stick a hole in the soil – a pencil
will do just fine.

A CLASS ON ‘MODERN’ ROSES
OCTOBER 10, 2011

10 A.M. IN THE ROSE GARDEN

To most people, an antique is something at least 100 years old though the term can include items desirable because
of beauty, rarity, condition, utility, personal emotional connection, and/or other unique features. California defines antique vehicles as those manufactured at least 39 years ago. Rose lovers are much more rigorous. Roses are considered modern if they are in classes introduced after 1867, the year that the Hybrid Tea 'La France' first went into commerce.
For the past two springs, Bill Harp and Anita Clevenger have conducted a class and tour discussing ‘antique’
roses. Their descriptions left out many roses in our Historic Rose Garden grown in Victorian times and are still beloved today. On October 10th at 10 am, they will discuss such modern upstarts as Hybrid Teas, Hybrid Musks, Polyanthas and Floribundas. You will see and handle samples of these roses, and take a walk in the garden to look at
how they grow. You'll learn that many of these ‘modern’ roses are great additions to rose gardens and how to recognize their flowers and growth habits.
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CEMETERY ROSE
Compost Tips
Fall is a good time to refresh your compost pile.
Remember to keep a balance of carbon to nitrogen mix. A working compost pile should have
about 30 parts carbon to one part nitrogen. Too
much carbon and the pile won’t heat, too much
nitrogen makes ammonia. What’s good?
• Grass clippings, vegetable trimmings & manure are all good with about 25 parts carbon
to one of nitrogen
• Oak leaves = 50 carbon to 1 nitrogen
• Sawdust & straw = 150+ carbon to 1 nitrogen
Remember to avoid weeds unless you want to
grow more of them!

Cemetery Rose
Judy Eitzen, editor
8698 Elk Grove Blvd, Ste 3271
Elk Grove, CA
95624

verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org

12

Upcoming Events
Saturday, September 10, 2011
Propagation Class—10 a.m.
Monday, September 12, 2011
6:00 p.m. (note time change)
Deadheading At Dusk
Rose Classification—Modern Roses
Saturday, October 8, 2011– 10 a.m.
Fall Color in the Garden Tour
Saturday, November 19, 2011– 10 a.m.
Pruning Old Roses
Saturday, December 8, 2011-10 a.m.

