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Sacramento Historic Rose Garden

Preserving California’s Heritage Roses

DOCUMENTING BLOOM CYCLES

Judy Eitzen

One Rose Garden volunteer quietly goes about the garden
with a clipboard, making checkmarks on a large spreadsheet. What can she be doing? Delphine Cathcart (AKA
DeeDee) is checking some 75 roses to find out when they
bloom. DeeDee has done so for several years, building a
comprehensive survey of the selected roses. That’s right,
DeeDee is counting blossoms and, incidentally, observing
the overall health of each of these plants.

CEMETERY ROSE

She counts the blooms three times each month and records and shares the results. We are able to compare
bloom times and successes for each of these roses over
several years, showing a pattern of bloom over that time.
The information is compiled into spreadsheets and charts
that aid us in studying health of the garden and the roses
(Continued on page 9)

ROSE DISEASE RESEARCH

Judy Eitzen

A number of diseases and pests can attack roses, many
of which are temporary problems but not lethal. We
commonly spray for spider mites, defoliate rusty roses
and knock aphids down. We may learn to live with
Rose Mosaic Virus if we really love the rose and put up
with other problems that don’t threaten the entire garden.
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Recently, rose gardeners and nurseries have begun to
focus on Rose Rosette Disease (RRD) which is lethal
and can be carried from plant to plant. Fortunately, it’s
not a problem in California, however there is a lot of
talk in the literature about this disease as it has the possibility of decimating an industry generating more than
$400 million each year in the US.
There have been published ‘remedies’ for the disease
when it appears. A recent issue of American Rose pub(Continued on page 8)
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EDITORIAL
As we wind down from deadheading and weed pulling in
the summer, we begin to think of cool autumn rains and a
change in Rose Garden activities. While we’re all hoping
for cool autumn rains, we recognize that Mother Nature
may still have drought in mind, and we need to continue
to monitor irrigation in the Rose Garden and at home.
Fall brings us to propagation time—it’s the perfect time to
propagate roses from our collection for next year’s Open
Garden and the perfect time to collect roses from old
sites around California. We visited Georgetown’s Historic
Cemetery last spring and the gold rush cemetery in Ione.
Both have roses growing that are worth another look.
We continue to look for and locate roses from the 19th
century, and we need to remember to be careful of the
original plants. Take only what is needed to grow a
cutting and then only when doing so won’t hurt the plant.
Be sure to get permission and document date, place, and
type of rose.
Cuttings may be grown up in the CRC greenhouse or at
home and evaluated next spring for possible inclusion into
the garden. Space in the Rose Garden is limited, however,
so keep an eye out for historic roses new to the garden.

Events in the
Historic Rose Garden
Deadheading at Dusk
September 7, 6:00 p.m.
Propagation Class
September 12, 10:00 a.m.
Deadheading at Daybreak
September 19, 7:30 a.m.
Fall Color Tour
November 21, 10:00 a.m.
Pruning
Classes
HEADLINE
Saturdays in January 2016

Fall is also a time to learn more about the roses we love.
Consider joining one or more of the organizations mentioned in this issue to increase your knowledge of historic
roses.

JOIN YOUR ROSY FRIENDS!

ROSE GARDEN DVD
Copies of our 30-minute documentary have been placed in the Sacramento Public Library’s Sacramento
Room and in circulation. Look for
it on the shelf at McKinley Library
or request it on-line. Copies of the
DVD are still available for sale, too.
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Heritage Rose Foundation
Research, Preservation, Education
www.heritagerosefoundation.org
Annual Dues $35.00 ($25.00 senior)
Heritage Roses Group
Study, Preservation, Fellowship
www.theheritagerosesgroup.org
Newsletter in digital format: $10
Newsletter in print format: $16
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CURATOR’S CORNER
Plants have been two or three weeks ahead this year,
and so were the insects. Not only was the spring
bloom accelerated, the fall flush with its darker
bloom color has already begun. In our fourth year
of drought, with record-setting warm temperatures,
how has our garden fared?
This spring, fungal disease damaged quite a few roses. For example, the blooms and new foliage of
“New Orleans Cemetery Rose” were very badly affected by powdery mildew. ‘Gen Jacqueminot’ was
covered in rust. ‘La France’ had those diseases and
blackspot, too. We believe the lack of rain meant
spores were not washed off the foliage, and our cool
May allowed fungal diseases to stay active rather
than shutting down when usual Sacramento heat
sets in. We don’t spray fungicides, so we simply
stripped the leaves, cut the canes back to clean
growth, picked up debris under the plants, spread
fresh mulch, and waited. Soon, all of the roses
pushed new growth and have grown and bloomed
happily and relatively disease-free the rest of the
summer.

We noticed many of the blooms throughout the garden were smaller than usual. Temperatures could
have affected this, but we also believe the drought
was a major factor. The ground was not saturated as
it usually is during the winter rains, and we waited
until mid-April to turn on irrigation in the Rose Garden. At that point, there was still a little moisture
under the mulch, although the bare sandy soil in
other areas of the cemetery was bone-dry.
We adjust irrigation times seasonally, starting at
50%, increasing it to 100% in June, and drop back
to 70% in September. City staff assured us that it
was all right to continue to water one day a week.
(In fact, watering guidelines allow us to irrigate two
days a week.) We have focused on fixing leaks, making sure that bubblers are turned down to a trickle,
and grading the plots so that water flows to the roses. As we tell the Sheriff’s Work Project crew who
help us, we don’t want to water headstones or
weeds, just the roses! We’ve also begun replacing
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Anita Clevenger
bubbler heads with fixed-rate, low-flow, pressurecompensating nozzles, and continue to mulch,
mulch, mulch.
All of the volunteers have helped me keep an eye on
the roses and surrounding plots. If a rose appears to
be struggling, it’s possible that its bubbler head is
malfunctioning. If a rose is surrounded by lush
weed growth, there is probably too much water.
We’ve kept a special eye on newly planted roses, and
most of them are doing well.
One of the benefits of the drought and water conservation has been a reduction in weeds. Nutsedge
needs water, and plots that were once choked with it
are much cleaner. We’ve kept digging weeds out
and mulching. Bermuda Grass is still a problem,
and weed seeds are everywhere waiting to sprout
wherever there is bare soil.
The Rose Garden looks more tamed these days, as
we comply with preservation guidelines to keep
plants from covering plot surrounds and obstructing, or touching, the monuments. Many plots have
flat monument markers and we strive to keep companion plants at least twelve inches away from them
and sweep off leaves and mulch. We’ve also been
looking closely at colonizing roses, and dig them
away from plot edges and monuments. We’ve removed several such roses that don’t meet our collection’s criteria and are difficult to maintain. Roses
such as ‘Therese Bugnet’ and the ‘Portland Rose’
look beautiful in cooler climates, but colonize fiercely and bloom poorly in Sacramento.
Removing
them makes our garden look better, and opens up
space for more found roses.
If the drought continues another year, we’ll have to
cut back further. Looking at legacy roses throughout the cemetery, we see that a well-established heritage rose can survive and even produce a few blossoms without summer irrigation. We want our roses to thrive, not just survive. How low can we go
without losing roses? Let’s hope that we don’t have
to find out.
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ROSE GARDEN VOLUNTEERS

Anita Clevenger

Without volunteers, the Historic Rose Garden would
not have been created and become the worldrenowned collection and beautiful destination that it
is today. Our success depends on the kindness of
strangers, who soon become friends. We need everybody who wants to help with the garden and its
management, whether it’s just once or twice a year
or on a continuing basis.

We’ve had a very good turnout for our deadheading
events this year, over 20 people in both July and August. We’ve also had some new, dedicated volunteers step forward, taking on tasks such as removing
weed trees, monitoring irrigation, working on some
of the bigger “project” roses or tending the most visible plots.
David Roberts has agreed to coordinate our volunteer list and send out email notifications. (A task
formerly handled by Bill Harp.) David has been
helping at pruning and deadheading events for the
past five years. A professional event photographer,
he started our tradition of annual Pruning Party
photos and takes action shots during our activities.
Many thanks to Bill Harp for sending many friendly
emails. We look forward to his continued involvement with the garden, and to hearing from David on
a regular basis. He tells us, “it is good to participate
and be a part of this excellent effort.”

David and Bill hard at work

ROSE PROPAGATION TEAM—2015-2016
We’re making a list, and checking it repeatedly, preparing to propagate roses for next year’s
Open Garden on April 9. Volunteers will be propagating roses in the Consumnes River College greenhouse once again, continuing our partnership with Dave Andrews, head of the
Horticulture Dept.
Last year, we learned a lot, had a wonderful time, and produced several hundred beautiful
roses.
If you are interested in joining the team, please let Bill Harp know.
(will2ret@comcast.net )
If you’d like to learn more about propagation or try it at home, come to Kathryn Mackenzie’s
class in the rose garden on September 12 from 10-12. We expect to start working in the
greenhouse the week of Sep 21st.
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ROSE GARDEN ON THE ROAD

It’s not enough to wait for visitors to come through
the cemetery gates. Sometimes we need to go out
and tell people about our garden and our lovely, historic cemetery.
The roses slow down their bloom in the summer,
but our outreach continues. Sacramento County
Master Gardeners’ Harvest Day is the first Saturday
in August and we staff an educational table there,
stocking it with bouquets of fragrant roses, sprays of
rose hips, informational handouts and displays. We
offered free copies of the Heritage Rose Foundation’s book, California Rose Heritage, to anybody on
our mailing list. We talked to at least 200 people,
signed up 42 new names for our newsletter and a
dozen potential volunteers.
I spoke to a local group, the Folsom Newcomer’s
Club, and traveled to the Tacoma, Washington area
to talk with Heritage Roses Northwest and the Rainy

Anita Clevenger

Rose Society. Judy Eitzen will be joining other rose
garden volunteers at the Heritage Roses Group’s
table at the Heirloom Plant Expo in Santa Rosa in
September. She also plans to speak with the San
Mateo and East Bay Rose societies in the fall.
South Sacramento County Master Gardeners have
scheduled a tour in early September.
Wherever we go, we meet people who have not
heard of our garden, and many others who not only
know about it but have visited and grow some of our
roses.
Whether we are talking with old friends or making
new ones, it’s fun to reach out and enjoy the enthusiastic response. We are already booking tours and
talks for next winter and spring. We want everybody to know about our cemetery, a National Historic District, and its Garden of Excellence!

PRAYING MANTIS—FRIEND OR FOE?

Judy Eitzen

Some years ago, as I left for work through my front gate, I noticed a praying mantis on my gate, extruding
something from her abdomen. When I got home later, I found a strange looking structure on the gate and the
mantis was gone. It looked like a caterpillar’s segmented cocoon, beige in color and flat on the side where it
fastened to the gate. After a little research – I was new to gardening at the time – I learned it was an egg case.
I was interested to learn what would happen, so watched the spot carefully. In early spring, I noticed that the
egg case had a tiny opening at one end and there were three or four very tiny (under ½ inch) mantids crawling
on the gate. I carefully propped the gate open and put a small sign near it to warn expected visitors not to disturb the hatching and watched through the morning as hundreds of tiny mantids appeared. As the day went
on, one by one, they moved away into the garden…but I also noticed that some were hungry enough to feed on
their siblings. That’s when I decided to learn more about these carnivorous and cannibalistic predators.
The insects I observed were probably Stagmomantis californica, a species of praying mantis native to the
Western United States, called California mantis. Three other non-native mantids now make their home in
California Mantis religiosa, (European Mantis), Tenodera sinensis (Chinese Mantis) and Iris oratoria
(Mediterranean Mantis). Each is somewhat different in appearance and habits. Mediterranean mantids, for
example, can reproduce through parthenogenesis when males are scarce. California mantids can be distinguished from other species as they are generally somewhat smaller, averaging about 2 ½ inches in length.
(Continued on page 8)
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HERMOSA ROSES

With the advent of DNA testing, we have an opportunity to learn more about the roses we love.
Recognizing that scientific methods will not
stop ongoing “discussions” of rose origins, families and names, science is revealing new information about roses hybridized and rose that
simply appeared before careful records were
kept or when records were lost.

Judy Eitzen

Rose Garden supporters Sherri Berglund and
Julie Matlin took upon themselves to study
‘Hermosa’ and evaluated some 25 plants, comparing and conducting DNA testing. The results
of this study were published in the July/August
issue of American Rose (p. 68) and is a fascinating discussion of the relationships among these
roses.

The Historic Rose Garden has several clones –
or near clones – of a rose identified as
‘Hermosa’, a rose hybridized in 1832 by Leopold
Marchesseau and introduced as a Bourbon rose
in 1834 by Rousseau. Rose aficionados have
questioned whether ‘Hermosa’ might be classed
as a China as it more nearly resembles that
class.

WFRS GARDEN OF EXCELLENCE
Judy Eitzen

As reported in the June issue, our Historic
Rose Garden received an award as a Garden of
Excellence, presented by the World Federation
of Rose Societies.
The current issue of American Rose includes an
article written by our own Curator, Anita
Clevenger, describing the garden and how it
came to be. In the Article, Anita mentions our
efforts to find, protect and preserve roses as an
important part of California’s botanical heritage. She describes our efforts to educate the
public about these plants and the work of volunteers. Check it out: American Rose, September/October, 2015, pages 62-63.
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American Rose
The Magazine of the American Rose
Society

American Rose Society
P.O.Box 30000
Shreveport, LA 71130-0030
ars@rose.org
Annual Dues: $49.00
($46.00 if 65+, $140.00 for 3 years)
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MIMI REMEMBERED

Judy Eitzen

In July, Muriel Humenick, rose expert, author and lecturer died in her garden among the roses she cherished. She was well known in Sacramento as a rose exhibitor and judge, teaching
others about roses. Muriel was a supporter of the Historic Rose Garden in early days, donating roses and helping with plantings and talks.
Both she and her husband were engineers – at a time
when women in the field were rare – and moved to California from the Midwest after World War II. After retirement, she and her husband relocated to El Dorado
County where they opened a nursery, Rose Acres. Muriel propagated roses and was active in creating gardens.
One of these was the original Rose Garden in Fountain
Square in Citrus Heights.
Muriel was the author of Roses for Northern California
(2007, Lone Pine Pub.) a great book full of advice and
photos of many roses. I had the opportunity to speak to
the Mother Lode Rose Society on a couple of occasions
and found Muriel (“Mimi” to friends) gracious and considerate, if outspoken, especially about “her” roses. She
was active in the Mother Lode Rose Society until her
death and will be missed by all her rosy friends.

The Friends of Vintage Roses exists to preserve and enhance the unique and extensive collection of historic roses developed by Gregg Lowery and Phillip Robinson, to establish the collection in a garden, and
to share the collection with other public rose preservation efforts, all for the purpose of educating the
public about the importance of the rose to human history, cultures, technology, and science.
The statement above is the mission of the Friends of Vintage Roses. All interested are encouraged to
join other heritage rose lovers and support this group.
Check it out at www.thefriendsofvintageroses.org
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ROSE RESEARCH, continued
(Continued from page 1)

lished an article debunking most of the suggested
“cures.”
Scientists and university researchers are trying to
find an answer to what has become a serious concern to the rose industry and gardeners alike.
The disease apparently appeared originally in the
Rocky Mountains and the mountain areas of California, Wyoming, and Idaho sometime in the 1940’s
and is now spreading throughout the Midwest and
South. Fortunately for California, just a few incidences of RRD have been codified.
RRD is caused by a virus which transmitted by a
mite. These tiny mites are blown on the wind which
is why the spread of the virus is expanding eastward
following prevailing westerly winds. There is at present no credible cure for plants when RRD is confirmed by laboratory test.
Texas A & M University (TAMU) has begun a study
of the virus under the auspices of the National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Their plan is to
first, develop Best Management Practices (BMP)
based on host, virus, and vector biology to minimize
the effects of the disease. One step in this process is
to develop user-friendly diagnostic tools.

MANTIS, continued.
(Continued from page 5)

Some gardeners refer to these animals as “preying
mantis” because they are completely carnivorous.
Most feed on any insect they can find; some species
even prey on small vertebrates – tiny reptiles or
hummingbirds. Mantids do not avoid toxic prey,
though when feeding on Monarch butterflies, they
discard the entrails. (How do they know?) Female
California mantids typically eat the male (or at
least his head) after mating, while not all other species do so. They also sometimes prey on each other
when food is scarce.
Because they will feed on beneficial insects as well
as the nasty ones, gardeners are of mixed feelings
about the appearance of mantids in the garden.
Sort of good news-bad news. Yes, they will prey on
those nasty spider mites and aphids in the roses,
but also chow down on pollinators. Look for them
to appear in numbers after the hot summer as they
prepare egg cases to winter over with a new crop of
mantids in the spring.

In addition, they plan to “identify RRD resistant roses and develop genetic tools to move RRD resistance
efficiently into elite rose germplasm…”
Finally, they plan to communicate the value of and
establish the use of BMPs through involvement of
the rose industry in the research and education process.

To learn more about this project, and other rose research projects, visit the website for the study:
http://www.reeis.usda.gov/web/
crisprojectpages/1004350-combatting-rose-rosettedisease-short-and-long-term-approaches.html
Additional information can be found at USDA REEIS. United States Department of Agriculture Research Education Economics Information System.
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BLOOM CYCLES, CONTINUED
(Continued from page 1)

in it. Here are is one of the resulting
charts. Three roses—selected at random—showing their bloom patterns
over the last three years.
Interestingly, though they are different classes of roses—Damask, Hybrid Perpetual and Banksia hybrid—
bloom patterns show some similarities. In our garden, ‘Autumn Damask’ and “Grandmother’s Hat” are
more prolific bloomers through the
year, though at the height of the season, “Vina Banks” may be covered in
blooms.
We plan to publish a comprehensive
report as more data is gathered.
Thanks to DeeDee for persevering.

Bloom Cycle Comparison
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CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip
Irrigation is the current ‘elephant
in the yard’. Remember to water
trees and permanent shrubs as
needed. When—not if—when the
rains come, turn off irrigation and
plant water-efficient replacement
plants for those that are gone.

Volunteer Activities & Upcoming Events
Volunteers work in the Historic Rose Garden
on Tuesday and Saturday mornings. We generally arrive around 9:30 and perform a variety of tasks; pruning, primping, planting,
plucking, preening, and prettifying our roses.
It’s very satisfying to work on a rose and enjoy
the results when the plant responds with a
wonderful display of blooms come April.
Come and join in the fun!

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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