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Open Garden p 1

CEMETERY ROSE

After about twenty years of Open Gardens, we have it down
to a science. Volunteers gather from many miles away on
Friday to set up rose sales tables and to make sure that the
garden is ready for the onslaught of visitors. On Saturday
morning, nearly 40 volunteers put out the rope to hold
back the early shoppers, and set up the Silent Auction and
sales tables, ready the Rose Hotel, and excitedly greet old
friends. At 9:30, we cut the tape, the rose sales begin, and
the day goes by in a happy blur.
The weather was perfect for Open Garden, and so were the
roses. About 300 people came, purchasing nearly every
rose, going along on rose and history tours, and enjoying
the day. Visitors came from as far away as Long Island,
New York and Argentina.
(Continued on page 4)

RUSTLING AT MOKE HILL
BY JUDY EITZEN
Although we have many found
roses in the Cemetery Rose Garden, we do not always know
much about their actual history.
We know where they were
found, but often, except for attempting identification of the
actual cultivar, that’s where our
knowledge ends. One exception
is the “Moser House Shed
Rose” (located at the westernmost end of the Broadway fence
roses in space #1)
Our plant was propagated by
Cass Bernstein after a trip to
Mokelumne Hill. This rose was
found growing on property
originally owned by Samuel Sylvanus Moser and was one of

several roses located on that
property which must have been
planted in the 19th century.
Mr. Moser was well-known in
his community and the property and home still exist. The
current owner is working to
maintain the house and to uncover and identify the roses
growing on the property.
Samuel S. Moser was born in
Ohio in 1837, arriving in California in 1861. He settled in
Mokelumne Hill and was both a
hydraulic miner and a school
teacher. He was one of the
lucky ones, actually prospering
in his mining endeavors and
(Continued on page 9)
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EDITORIAL
This spring has brought changes to the Historic City
Cemetery. The City has shifted maintenance of the
Cemetery to Parks Department from Convention, Culture and Leisure while the latter department will continue to work with volunteers in restoration, Archives
activities and events and tours. Rose Garden Curator,
Anita Clevenger and other garden volunteers have developed a positive working relationship with Parks staff
and were glad to learn that current Cemetery staff will
remain on site.
As most of you are aware, Archives volunteers have
moved to the Visitor’s Center as the Mortuary Chapel
will undergo repairs. The City plans to turn it into a Museum. Please be mindful of the changes; volunteers
are trying hard to make these changes work for us.
An issue that will affect what we do in the Rose Garden
is the drought. In January, the City declared a Stage 2
Water Shortage, seriously restricting outdoor water
use and requiring all City Departments to reduce water
by at least 20%. The Rose Garden is pretty efficiently
watered, with an automated system of bubblers supplying water directly to the plants. Still, we have reduced
watering which will affect the annuals and other plants
in the plots and may affect blooms and new growth on
the roses. When you come to volunteer, please be
watchful. If you notice an irrigation problem, please let
Anita know, in her absence, please tell me or one of the
other regular volunteers.

Events in the Historic Rose
Garden
Deadheading at Dusk
June 2
July 7
August 4
September 1
Deadheading at Daybreak
July
19
HEADLINE
SUB-HEAD. SUB-HEAD.
Propagation
Class
SUB-HEAD. SUB-HEAD.
September 6

Thank you, Judy Eitzen, ed.
Questions, comments, suggestions
verlaine@citlink.net

An unmulched garden looks to me
like some naked thing which for
one reason or another, would be
better off with a few clothes on.
Ruth Stout, The Ruth Stout No-Work
Garden Book, 1971

2

June 2014

Curator’s corner
by ANITA CLEVENGER
Glorious spring came and went in an explosion of
bloom this year, at least two weeks earlier than
usual. The unusual weather conditions produced
bigger blooms and profuse flowering.
The 2014 Open Garden was perfectly timed to showcase the last hurrah of the Teas and Chinas and the
opening flush of Hybrid Perpetuals, Hybrid Teas
and Hybrid Musks. A week later, once-blooming
European roses obligingly bloomed for the American Rose Society Judges’ Seminar on Old Garden
Roses. That evening, the ramblers dripped bloom
over arches, up trees and around tripods for the Romance & Roses tour. By the end of April, the first
flush was nearing its end. Pests such as curculios
and Hoplia Beetles ravaged the blooms, and summer set in.

During the summer, we also make sure that roses
aren't growing over headstones, through the fence,
or into the paths. We start to spray water forcefully
on the underside of leaves on certain roses that are
mite-susceptible, especially R. soulieana, R. webbiana and “Petite Pink.” We don't do a lot of summer
pruning on once-bloomers, but we cut out old canes
on a few of the ramblers, Gallicas, Damasks, Albas
and Mosses. The work never ends, but the pace
slows. When it gets too hot, we head for The Coffee
Garden and iced lattes.
We could use some help. Come join us, Tuesday
and Saturday morning around 9:30, or for the
monthly deadheading parties.

In Sacramento, celestial events marking the seasons
bear little resemblance to actual seasons. Summer
begins in May, usually around Memorial Day. This
year, by early May it was summer already. The rains
(such as they were) stopped, the temperatures were
nearly 100 degrees, and the poppies began to look
weedy. Spider mites emerged in mid-May, about a
month early. The roses and volunteers were exhausted, so we cancelled the class on old roses
which was scheduled for May 10, and will offer it
next year.

New Tags
Two new tags will be
used to direct volunteers not to prune or
deadhead
certain
roses.
The “Don’t Whack”
tag will be applied to
antique roses in the
cemetery outside the
Rose Garden

In summer, we deadhead, weed and irrigate. Seventeen people came to May’s Deadheading at Dusk
event, despite threatening weather and a sprinkle of
rain that ended the evening early. Deadheading
events will continue on the first Monday night of
each month through September, starting at 6 pm.
The Sheriff’s crew continues to weed and will soon
be cutting the poppies to the ground.

“No Deadheading”
tags have been
placed on Rose Garden Roses that have
beautiful fall hips so
should not be deadheaded.

Irrigation is one of our biggest concerns. We have
been working diligently to make sure that each bubbler delivers the right amount of water, a slow
trickle that sinks deeply into the soil. It’s frustrating
work, because the system consists of 25 separate
irrigation zones controlled by three control panels,
delivering water through about 520 bubbler heads
and one small plot with sprinklers. With so many
variables, there is always something that needs to be
fixed.
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Open garden, con’t.
(Continued from page 1)

The rest of the cemetery was also on display. Docents were present in the Perennial Plant Club’s
Hamilton Square, the California Native Plant Demonstration Garden, and volunteers were in the Archives Center to assist visitors.
As one of our volunteers put it well, “Open Garden is
a day for smiling and enjoying the garden.” And
that’s what we did.
At the end of the day, things are put away as if by
magic, and tired volunteers go to Kathryn
Mackenzie’s house to count the money, have something to eat and drink, and talk about the day. On
Sunday, out of town visitors join the volunteers for
an Afterglow.
Special things happen every year during Open Garden. This year, our garden’s founder, Fred Boutin,
led the second tour of the day. He began by reminiscing about how barren and tumbled-down the
cemetery was when he first saw it nearly 25 years
ago, and talking about how the original vision of
making a place where found roses could be preserved and studied has been realized. Fred reprised
that tour on Sunday, focusing on the features of
some of the found roses that continue to intrigue
him.
Thank you to the over 40 volunteers who worked
together seamlessly.
We are sure that Open Garden 2015 will be just as
wonderful, but different, of course. Mark your calendars for April 18, 2015, and join us to volunteer,
shop or just enjoy the roses and camaraderie.

Mark Your Calendars:
Open Garden 2015
April 18, 2015
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Open Garden photos
Top & middle left: Brisk rose
sales
Bottom left: popular tour led by
Anita Clevenger
Top Right: Buying roses is serious business
Middle right: happy volunteers,
Tom, Karen and Darrell
Bottom right: more happy volunteers Leslie and Kathy

ROSE GARDEN VIDEO
The 2012 documentary, Cemetery Rose, is
still available for sale. It costs $15* and
provides a great overview of the garden,
its roses and volunteers.
Anita has also begun shooting short videos in the garden, including a drive
through the garden in the rain, a walk
along the fence, and a bit of Fred Boutin’s
commentary.
Check out these videos on Anita’s Youtube
page, https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCQkml8Pq0NBmaL8lU0CIZ-w
* just $10 for volunteers
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ROSES AND DROUGHT
BY JUDY EITZEN
We’ve heard all about the California drought in 2014
and have been advised (or mandated) to reduce water use. The chart below shows that on average,
California households use more than half their water outside the house. So what happens to roses
when there’s less or even no water? They become
dormant and produce fewer flowers…some will die,
some will survive. It all depends on the type of rose,
the type of soil, the amount of water reduction and
measures we take now to preserve our roses.
Modern roses (hybrids) are basically not drought
tolerant or heat tolerant, but can be kept alive. If
you grow roses for exhibition, your roses may be accustomed to a lot of water to keep foliage beautiful
and flowers coming. Our cemetery roses are survivors and will be okay with less water. That said,
we’ve planted them in the bottom of the Sacramento
Valley where it’s both hotter and dryer than their
survival sites in the foothills, in the Bay Area or on
the coast. Humidity this week dropped to single
digits.
What to do? Here are a few things to do this summer.
Soil.
Learn about your soil’s ability to retain water.
Sandy soil is great for drainage, but does not retain

moisture as well as heavier soils. Use a soil tube
(available at nurseries) or even a simple rod pushed
into the soil to learn how much (and for how long)
moisture is retained. This will help determine exactly how much water is needed.
Fertilizer
If you normally fertilize roses throughout the summer, reduce or even stop. This will slow growth;
new shoots are most susceptible to hot, dry conditions. You can return to the regular schedule when
conditions improve.
Watering
Water deeply and less often. One example, if you
usually water two gallons twice a week per plant,
switch to four gallons once a week. This ensures
moisture will penetrate to the root zone where micorrhyzal fungi* and tiny roots will take it up.
Practice repeat watering; water the roses using less
water, then repeat. At a demonstration garden in
Elk Grove, I had 25 roses to water by hand. I first
watered each plant for a specific time (depending on
size) and then repeated the process, timing and all.
Those roses thrived being watered in this way every
seven to 10 days.
(Continued on page 7)

Water Use Per Household
California
Overwatering
9%

Shower
17%

landscaping
57%
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Toilets
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Kitchen &
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Irrigation
Consider a drip or bubbler on an automatic system.
Such systems will deliver water exactly where it belongs with none wasted. Even if your water district
has set limits, you can ensure your roses will get
what they need. The system can be set to repeat after an hour and set to water at night to ensure deep
watering.
A soaker hose is less expensive and easier to install
than an automatic system. It is more efficient than
an overhead sprinkler, but does waste some water.
Timing
Water early in the morning – in Sacramento valley,
2, 3 or 4 a.m. is a good time. Again, set your system
to repeat the watering cycle. If you hand-water, do
so early in the morning to reduce evaporation.
Mulch
Mulch your roses; two to four inches deep. This
helps to keep the soil from drying out and keeps the
roots cooler in summer. What to use? Redwood
bagged mulch, organic compost, recycled green
waste, shredded trees, etc. Clear mulch about six
inches away from the base of the plant. Mulch
needs to be refreshed annually.
Shade
Protect from too much sun. The “full sun” that appears on the tags of roses for sale does not mean 12

hours. They need 4-6 hours of sunlight and some
shade in the hottest part of the day helps retain water in and under the plants. An umbrella placed to
one side of potted roses, for example will give shade
during part of the day.
Foliage
Do not remove any more foliage from roses than
necessary to prevent the spread of disease. Unsightly leaves will shade and cool roses as well as
pretty ones and can be removed when the rains
come in fall.
Big Picture
Consider your garden in its entirety. Where do you
have the most invested? It’s all about your time and
money and the plants you love. A lawn can be replaced relatively inexpensively, while a twenty-five
year old shade tree or favorite trellis-covering rose is
a different proposition. When limits are mandated,
water where you really care.
These are a few things we can do to keep our favorite plants alive in this season of drought.
———————————* Micorrhyzal fungi attach themselves to tiny rose
roots where they have access to carbohydrates.
Their water absorption and mineral uptake is higher
than rose roots, so both benefit by the symbiosis.

Deadhead at Daybreak?
Deadheading at Dusk works so well for the Historic Rose Garden, that we’re going to try
Deadheading at Daybreak. Okay, not really daybreak, but early.
On Saturday, July 19, at 7:30 a.m. we’ll meet in the Rose Garden for
Deadheading at Daybreak. Bring your hand tools and gloves and wear
sturdy shoes. We’ll provide the coffee. It’s liable to be warm, so dress
accordingly and we’ll get to work removing dead blooms from repeatblooming roses. Then we’ll take a break for refreshments and rosy talk.
Mark your calendars and plan to join us for Deadheading at Daybreak.
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ROSE GARDEN VISITORS
By Anita Clevenger
Rose season began with some very distinguished
visitors to the Historic Rose Garden. Former World
Federation of Rose Societies (WFRS) President, Italy’s Helga Brichet, came to visit, along with former
American Rose Society (ARS) President, Louisiana's
Marilyn Wellan, the director of Quarryhill Botanic
Garden, William McNamara, and Horticulturist
Elaine Sedlack of the Berkeley Botanical Garden’s
Asian Collection.

We hosted our first evening public tour, Romance &
Roses, delighting 62 guests with costumed docents
and actors telling tales of romance on the emigrant
trail, love lost, and Aimee Crocker’s finding love
again, and again, and again, and again and again. It
was wonderful to share our garden with so many
people. Exhausted though we were at the end of Romance & Roses, the consensus was that we need to
do it again next year. And we will!

Current WFRS President, Steve Jones, and ARS
President, Jolene Adams, were present during the
ARS Northern California, Nevada and Hawaii District Judges’ Seminar on Old Garden Roses, along
with nearly 70 other attendees. We believe this was
an unprecedented event, a very rare opportunity for
ARS judges to attend a lecture on Old Garden Roses,
examine samples, and then look at how the roses
grow in a garden.
The Sutter Club came out for an evening tour and
event, and several other groups had private tours.

Left: Costumed Anita conducting an evening tour
Above: “Moser House Shed rose” in the Historic
Rose Garden
Below: “Moser House Shed rose” blossoms
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Moke Hill, continued
(Continued from page 1)

becoming active in his community. In 1869, he
married Almena Harrington, a native of Boston,
Massachusetts who came to California with her family in 1859. The “Great Register” of voters in 1896
records his appearance at age 58; height 5’10 ½”,
with brown eyes and gray hair. (Average height for
males at that time was about 5’5” so he must have
stood out.)
The Moser’s had three daughters, Eugenia, Florence
and Mamie. Eugenia married Eli Fisher and they
had a daughter, Harriet, born in 1900. After her
parent’s death, Eugenia lived in the home and was
known as a gardener. Judging from the size of
stems on the existing plants (one rose trunk is more
than a foot in diameter) many plants probably date
from her time. In fact, the shed rose can be seen in
a photo with Mr. Moser himself.
In a book on the history of the local community,
Eugenia was described as, “…an ardent gardener,
(who) tended her rambles of roses, the tender tendrils of rosary vines and the rugged, pragmatic aspidistras and enthusiastically attended the Calaveras
Garden Club.” It is therefore likely that many of the
plants on the property were planted in her day.
After Eugenia’s death in 1958, the house was rented
and/or stood empty, so the roses received nothing
but rainwater for some time. The local historical
society supported purchase of the property by someone who would preserve both buildings and plant-

ings rather than bulldoze for development. As the
current owner clears the property, he is finding previously unknown roses – roses that have survived.
It is not known of course, whether these roses were
planted cultivars or seedlings or what. Time will
tell.
On May 25, several antique rose enthusiasts and
cemetery volunteers visited the property where we
assisted the owner to identify if not the cultivar, at
least the class of roses. We were also invited to take
cuttings and to return in spring when the majority of
these beauties will be in bloom. Several of us took
cuttings of the roses and perhaps, when they’re
grown out, we can learn more about roses planted
by a family of California pioneers.
Cass Bernstein’s website at www.rosefog.us includes
more information. Click on the link to “Moser
House Shed Rose”.
Additional information about “Moser House Shed
Rose” can be found on the Heritage Rose Foundation website. (www.heritagerosefoundation.org)
About this rose; “The bloom form is reminiscent of
the wichurana rambler, 'May Queen.' There the similarity ends. 'May Queen' sports shiny, apple green foliage, while the leaves of the "Shed Rose" have an unmistakably grayish cast. Suggested identifications have
included the setigera hybrid, 'Baltimore Belle' or other
early hybrid setigeras. A rose labeled as 'Baltimore
Belle' and photographed by Kent Krugh in a
Lynchburg, VA cemetery bears a
resemblance to the "Shed Rose."
Similar bloom form is shared by
"Arcata Pink Globe," which Gregg
Lowery found in Arcata, California
on California's north coast.”

Sketch of the Moser
home from Thompson
& West, circa 1880
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CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip
We all need to do our part to
conserve water in this drought
emergency .
Learn about your water provider's drought status and watering restrictions, and how you
can take action today.
Check out the website,
www.BeWaterSmart.info
Here you will find details about
the drought. Click on Find
Your Water Provider to
learn about restrictions specific
to your area.

Volunteer Activities
Volunteers work in the Historic Rose Garden on
Tuesday and Saturday mornings. We generally
arrive around 9:30 and perform a variety of
tasks; pruning, primping, planting, plucking,
preening, and prettifying our roses.
It’s very satisfying to work on a rose and enjoy
the results when the plant responds with a wonderful display of blooms come April.
Come and join in the fun!

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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