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In this issue:

This year’s Open Garden may be the best ever! The roses received more attention this winter, from more volunteers, and
excitement is building with the coming of spring. Plan to join
us on April 12 at the Cemetery. Volunteers are always needed
(and welcome).

CEMETERY ROSE

Our organizational structure has changed this winter. Anita
Clevenger has been named Historic Rose Garden Curator
while Barbara Oliva will serve in an Emeritus position. We
continue to rely on Barbara for her historic knowledge of the
garden and its roses and on Anita for her knowledge gained
through the study of old garden roses and service as the Rose
Garden Manager for some years. She also does more work
than any other volunteer and serves as a Trustee of the Heritage Rose Foundation and on the OCCC Board of Directors.
We have plans (and funding) to construct a structure on a vacant plot which can then be used as a meeting place and site
for events. Rose Garden meetings continue to be held the second Saturday each month; plan to join us—we’re a fun bunch!
(Of course, we work hard, too.)
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A “BURGUNDY COLORED” ROSE
By Julie Matlin
Iconic American writer, Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888), author
of classic novels like Little Women (1869), and Little Men
(1871), wrote her first novel, The Inheritance, in 1849, at the
age of seventeen. This tale of Italian orphan Edith Adelon, embraces the Victorian romantic melodrama, and its plot devices,
in the style of Jane Austen and English sentimental and Gothic
novels, so popular in the 18th and 19th Centuries. Social division and derision, forbidden love and dangerous rivalry are
played out in the lovely English countryside:
“ … a green park; Lord Hamilton's stately home, half
castle, half mansion … the blooming gardens that lay
around it.” The Inheritance, p.3.
The Inheritance would not be published until 1997, and then,
what else, a movie version “American style” would be released.
From ancient English castles to lavish American estates, refined
English manners to the more “raw” American behaviors and
sensibilities of a young country, Alcott's orphan moves across
(Continued on page 6)
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Julie Matlin is a Master Consulting Rosarian with the
American Rose Society who
has, over the last ten years,
undertaken the restoration of
the Rose Garden at the
Bidwell Mansion in Chico.

EDITORIAL
Volunteers are the glue that keeps things together in
the Historic Rose Garden. Okay, that’s a cliché, but
clichés are clichés because they are generally true.
Volunteers are now putting effort into completing tasks
for Open Garden and the roses are busy getting ready
too, putting out new leaves, shoots and buds. (The
rain is helping, too.)
A special thanks to all Rose Garden volunteers who
helped prune the roses this winter; you are amazing!
As Anita pointed out in her Maintenance article, more
roses received more attention than in any prior year.
Good job, everyone.
That said, we can always find tasks for more volunteers, so if you know of someone just dying to come to
the cemetery (sorry, couldn’t resist) and spend time
with the roses, please invite them to join in the fun.
Remember, those who volunteer to help set up on Friday or perform other tasks in preparation for the event,
will get to see the garden, sale roses and other items
first!
Thank you,
Judy Eitzen
Questions, comments, suggestions
verlaine@citlink.net

“Oh, to be in England,
Now that April’s here…”
(Browning
Okay, it’s not April, but June.
Fortunately that’s when the
roses will be blooming. Anita
and Judy are planning to go.
Won’t you join us?

Spring Events in the
Historic Rose Garden
Open Garden—April 12
9:30 a.m.—2 p.m.
Romance of the Roses
Evening Tour
April 19 6:30 p.m.
$5.00/OCCC members Free
Antique Roses Class
May 10-10:00 a.m.
HEADLINE

Deadheading at Dusk
SUB-HEAD.
SUB-HEAD.
6:30 p.m.
SUB-HEAD. SUB-HEAD.
May 5
June 2

In The Footsteps of a Master: Graham Stuart Thomas
Conference of the Heritage Rose Foundation
Mottisfont Abbey, England, June 23-25, 2014
Lectures and VIP tours of the gardens of Mottisfont Abbey including Cream
tea at Mottisfont Abbey and a Silent auction of rare books and garden gems
Details a registration information the Heritage Rose Foundation website:
www.heritagerosefoundation.org
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MAINTENANCE REPORT
What crazy weather we’ve had this winter! We had
unusually cold weather in December, and chilly
nights throughout our long, dry January. Temperatures below 45°F are needed for stone and pome
trees to set fruit normally, and accumulated hours
are tracked by UC Davis. As of Feb 27, Fair Oaks
had observed 868 chill hours, not as high as some
years but sufficient for most varieties. Roses are
relatives of these fruit trees, and it’s been our observation that colder winter encourages better bloom
on once-blooming Old Garden Roses of European
origin.
Does that mean that we will have an exceptionally
good bloom or fruit crops this spring? Two other
factors are wild cards. We’ve been warmer than
usual during daytime,
and even set high temperature records in
January. Spring rains
can also affect bloom
and fruit set.
Then,
there is the drought to
consider.

by Anita Clevenger
Parks Department, who now manages cemetery
maintenance, that we will be able to water enough to
maintain our rose collection throughout the summer. Their goal is a 20% reduction. Even though
we already water only once a week and add mulch to
retain moisture and to keep roots cool, we will cut
back the duration of watering, work actively to conserve water in other ways, and monitor roses to
make sure that they do well.
What does a rose grower do in the face of drought?
The general thought is that we should not prune
hard, so that we don’t encourage excessive new
growth. We should not over-fertilize for the same
reason. We need to water deeply and infrequently.
And, we need to mulch. This is our practice already,
and our old roses, survivors of decades of little
or no care or water, do
quite well. This is not a
year to be planting new
companion plants, particularly annuals, or to
worry about lawns staying green.
The focus
needs to be on keeping
precious trees and
shrubs alive and well.

We stopped irrigating in
late November.
Our
rose roots go deep, and
there was residual moisFebruary rains have been
ture in the soil for quite
near normal, but rainfall
a while. We ran the sysand snow pack are still
tem again in late Januwell behind what is
ary to saturate the root
needed to fill our reserzone. We have handvoirs through the sumwatered roses planted in
mer. At home as in the
January and some newly
Kathryn Mackenzie pruning one of her favorites
cemetery, irrigating effi-planted companion
ciently is key. Use a shut
plants. We have not
-off nozzle when watering with a hose. Practice
added water to the hundreds of bulbs that we
“Water cycling” by irrigating for short periods of
planted, and hope they will fare well. In the winter,
time, allowing water to penetrate between cycles.
it’s hard to tell the difference between cold stress/
dormancy and lack of water on our roses, most of
Roses in the Cemetery are watered at four different
which either dropped their leaves or were manually
times on a single day each week. Run your system
defoliated by the Sheriff’s Work Project crew. The
at night or early morning or evening. We do that,
buds on the canes continued to be plump, and the
too. Finally, check the system to ensure there are no
roses have begun leafing out and blooming several
leaks or other problems. We are installing centralweeks early.
ized controllers for our irrigation, which will make it
We’ve been assured by the City of Sacramento’s
(Continued on page 9)
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SIMPLY GALLING

by Anita Clevenger

Crown Gall in The Cemetery
We have found crown gall, caused by Agrobacterium tumefaciens, on several roses throughout the
cemetery. This bacterium is often present in the soil
and affects many woody and herbaceous plants. It
infects only through fresh wounds. Typically, a rose
gets crown gall when damage at the crown (the place
where a plant’s stem meets the roots) comes into
contact with the bacterium in the soil. It may also
come about as a result of damage to an upper cane
or the roots.
In the cemetery, we first spotted crown gall on
‘Excellenz von Schubert’ about ten years ago. It was
in a plot badly overgrown with Bermuda grass. Its
crown had been damaged several
times by string trimmers which
probably tossed up infected soil.
We confirmed the diagnosis by
sending samples to the state plant
pathology laboratory. The rose
seemed vigorous, so we decided
to wait and see rather than remove it immediately.
‘Excellenz von Schubert’ appeared healthy for several years,
but then its vascular system failed
and the plant declined suddenly.
This has been the pattern with a
handful of other roses that were
infected.
They can live with
crown gall, but not indefinitely.

from three different sources and grew in three different locations in the cemetery. This makes us
wonder whether this cultivar is especially susceptible to crown gall or if all of the plants came to us already infected.
We opted not to treat these infected plants, but it
may be possible to do so. I’ve heard anecdotal tales
of success when “surgery” is done to remove the gall
and infected tissue around it and a ten-percent
bleach solution has been applied. The University of
California does not have research to support that,
but states that “Galls on many woody plants can be
treated with a mixture of chemicals that are toxic to
and kill crown gall tissue but
are safe on uninfected woody
tissue. The mixture, which is
currently marketed under the
name Gallex…has been used
with success on rose crown
galls.”
I spoke with plant pathologist
Dr. John Bahme, who owns the
company that makes Gallex
and Galltrol, a crown gall preventative. He says that galls
smaller than a baseball can be
treated in place, but that it is a
tedious process to expose all of
the galls to apply the product.
If a gall encircles more than
50% of a cane, the rose’s survival odds are not good.

We have worked hard to clear
grass and weeds away from the
base of our roses and have not
had any string trimmer damage
for at least four years. This
spring we found several more roses badly affected
by crown gall. ‘Belle Portugaise,’ growing by the
fence, died completely. The Rose Garden’s replacement ‘Excellenz von Schubert’ had yellow leaves
(chlorosis) and a lot of dieback. Both of them had a
mass of galls at their base and in their roots. Another ‘Excellenz von Schubert’ in Hamilton Square
also was declining and gall-ridden.

If there are galls at the base of a
rose, will the upper parts of the
plant be infected? We are not
sure. Dr. Bahme said that he is not aware of any
study that shows that it is systemic in roses. We’ve
been advised by others that it does spread throughout the plant, but have not seen any scientific articles that bear that out. We’ve been careful not to
propagate infected plants.

The three ‘Excellenz von Schubert’ plants originated

(Continued on page 5)
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When we remove a rose infected with crown gall, we
dig it out, throw it away, and clean our tools careMarch 2014

GALLS, con’t
(Continued from page 4)

fully. We ask people to disinfect tools between
working on plants but we don’t do that thoroughly
or consistently. Dr. Bahme says that we should
“diligently avoid” wounding a plant at the crown,
and should not use tools to dig within six inches of
it. He says that we may not run a great risk of
spreading crown gall through pruning. Certainly,
we have seen only a few galls on the upper canes,
and it’s possible they became infected when somebody stepped on a cane, putting a damaged cane
into direct contact with the soil.
Some plants come from the nursery already infected, probably due to lack of sanitation. Some
nurseries routinely dip cuttings in Galltrol to prevent crown gall.

If you are not sure what crown gall looks like, check
out ‘Spray Cecile Brunner’ in plot 443. This rose
seems to be declining a bit, but still produces many
hundreds of beautiful blossoms. If you look at its
base, you will usually find corky, light galls that can
be readily broken off. If you touch them, be sure to
wash your hands, put the galls into a plastic bag
and throw them away!
We are considering trying Galltrol on this rose.
When we researched treatment options ten years
ago, it was not available in small quantities. Dr.
Bahme is willing to sell us a half gallon. It’s expensive, but it lasts indefinitely. If it will keep a rose in
our collection alive, it’s worth a try.

While the soil is most likely infected throughout the
cemetery, we are especially concerned about planting new roses in locations where we’ve removed a
plant with crown gall. Dr. Bahme recommends replacing two square feet of soil. It’s also possible to
solarize the soil to kill the bacteria, spreading it out
in the sun for a couple of months.
When planting roses, it’s important not to damage
their crowns. We tried bare-rooting about twenty
new roses this winter, dipping their roots into a gall
preventative product, NoGall. The roses appear to
have survived. Dr. Bahme believes that it’s not necessary to treat containerized plants. In his opinion,
minor disturbance to feeder roots that may occur
during planting doesn’t pose much risk of crown gall
infection, so long as the crown itself is undamaged.
One of the primary goals of the Historic Rose Garden is to preserve our rare roses. Loss due to disease is heartbreaking. We need to work together to
avoid spreading the disease. We must avoid digging
with tools around the base of the roses. If you are
cutting a cane out, make sure you don’t get soil onto
the fresh wound. If you get soil onto a saw, lopper
or shears, stop immediately and clean it off. You
should continue to clean tools between working on
roses. Look for galls on branches or on the base of
our plants, and let me know if you see anything suspicious.
5

Treating with NoGall
prior to planting

Additional information about crown
gall on ornamental plants can be found
at the University of California Integrated Pest Management website:
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/
r280101311.html
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Burgundy rose, con’t.
(Continued from page 1)

the Atlantic to an American setting to realize her
“happy ending,” again!
What is particularly interesting about the movie version is that the scriptwriters decided to add a postscript to the movie and inform viewers of the “fates”
of the primary characters beyond the novel's actual
ending. That's when we learn that our orphaned
heroine's newly-revealed Aunt Beatrice Hamilton,
“… would go on to cultivate the world's first true
burgundy-colored rose. She named it the Henry
Otis.”
Do we have rose-loving scriptwriters or someone
who knew Louisa May Alcott loved roses? Whatever
the reason for the statement being made, as a rosarian whose primary interest is old garden roses,
their restoration and documentation, I dropped my
popcorn! All I could think was “sure, she did.” I
know of contemporary women rose breeders, but
none in the American, male dominated rose world of
the 19th Century. At a time when hybridizing practices were less than scientific, what roses would she
have crossed to have gotten a “true burgundy colored rose?”

So many causes contribute to variation in the color of
roses that it is impossible to classify them in a satisfactory way along those lines. They often vary to such a degree, depending upon temperature, exposure and the
strength of the plants that it is (at least for the most part)
very difficult to manage to determine what their true
color is. 1
“It's not the color shown on the tag!” All rosarians have
experienced Vibert's observation and understand the frustration of thinking a special rose should express a specific
color or colors, and then discovering the rose doesn't live
up to expectations for any of the reasons Vibert gives.
Interestingly, he wrote this in 1829, when he was releasing close to thirty “burgundy”, “deep purple”, or “wineamaranth” colored roses! I still remember the incredible
“purple-black” 'Mister Lincoln' that took Queen at a Sacramento Rose Show; it had been grown in shade!
Most 19th Century roses in the U.S. were imported by well
-respected East Coast nurserymen like Robert Buist,
Charles and (following him) John Hovey, William Prince,
and George Ellwanger, most of whom also wrote volumes
about roses for multiple publications and the general public.2

Restoring American Gardens (1640-1940) by Denise Wiles Adams 3 lists one hundred heirloom roses for
garden restoration. Of those listed roses, only seven were
American bred, all by men between 1843 and 1886. Any of
the seven roses might have
been known by Alcott, who died
in 1888, or by her fictional Inheritance characters. From
those seven, only the Hybrid
Perpetual 'Marshall P. Wilder',
introduced by Ellwanger and
Barry in 1885, comes close to a
“burgundy” color definition:
‘Burgundy Iceberg’
“cherry red, shading to crimson,” but really stays more the
“bright deep red” that Modern
Roses 12 describes it.

I headed straight for my sources beginning with
Modern Roses 12 and the Combined Rose List.
“Henry Otis” is a great name for a rose
and I was actually hoping to find it, or
at least one woman rose breeder from
this time period. Alas, no “Henry Otis,”
no Beatrice Hamilton, but I wasn't surprised.
I wondered, “what is the given definition of 'burgundy?'”
MerriamWebster Dictionary tells us “a reddish-purple” color. The Oxford Dictionary and Thesaurus states: “a
purplish, red color.” Most of us today
might consider 'Burgundy Iceberg' a
good candidate for this color definition.

My very favorite European rose breeder,
Jean-Pierre Vibert (1777-1866), constantly experimented with rose color and its variations. He had
been developing burgundy-colored roses since the
1820's, and had his own challenges:
6

The list of American rose
breeders between 1850 and 1888, when Alcott died, was
small, and no women breeders, amateur or professional,
(Continued on page 7)

March 2014

using their own names, appears on breeders' lists.
Some were prolific hybridizers, some not. Nevertheless, all shared a compelling interest to develop and
introduce distinct American bred roses for American gardens through the pursuance (and perseverance) of their specific rose interests and goals. The
1840's and the 1850's were productive decades for
the young but growing rose industry. Until the Civil
War threw an economic and domestic curveball into
American life, rose breeders, most of whom worked
on the East Coast, were actively releasing new cultivars into the marketplace. Joshua Pierce of Washington, DC. and Samuel and John Feast of Baltimore, Maryland, bred and introduced Hybrid
Setigera cultivars during the 1840's. In the 1850's,
Daniel Boll introduced his Scotch rose; Anthony
Cook, a Tea; Reverend James Sprunt, a Tea and a
Cl. China; and C.G. Page, a Bourbon.
The 1860's were bleak years with Americans dealing
with the Civil War, Lincoln's assassination, and Reconstruction. No American cultivars were introduced at this time but imported roses filled the void.
The 1870’s weren't much better with the country
still trying to restore itself. However, in 1879, Peter
Henderson of New York introduced a Bourbon and a
Polyantha. Henderson would then in the 1880's introduce a Tea, as did J.M. May of New Jersey. John
Cook & Son introduced one Hybrid Perpetual, three
Teas, and four Hybrid Teas, one of which 'Souvenir
of Wooton' (1888), is claimed to be, “the first American bred Hybrid Tea.” Ellwanger & Barry released a
Tea and a Hybrid Perpetual. Jackson Dawson released a multiflora in 1888 he called 'Dawson’.

tury nurserymen and writers who knew the rose,
and also by contemporary sources like Modern
Roses 12.
Vibert wrote in 1824, that rose color and color variation is a “magic show”; that Nature truly has the
“upper hand.” As rosarians, we all experience this
phenomenon in roses all the time. The deep “purple
red” Floribunda, 'Burgundy Iceberg' was several
years away from being introduced when the movie
version of The Inheritance was released. Maybe
the screenwriter who came up with the postscript
for “Auntie Beatrice” knew something we didn't. Is
there such a rose of a “true burgundy color?” It's all
in the “eye of the beholder” I think. But it's a color
in roses, that if you like it you love it. Here's to Beatrice Hamilton!
__________________
The Old Rose Informant, Brent Dickerson,
iUniverse, 2000, p. 131.
1

several books by Ellwanger, et al. are available via
Google and Amazon reprints in paper or for Kindle.
2

Restoring America’s Gardens, 1640-1940,
Denise Wiles Adams, 2004, Portland, OR, Timber
Press
3

From the 1890's on, the American rose industry became a thriving industry, spreading from coast to
coast, and to every corner of the nation, producing
notable rose breeders (women too), introducers, and
nurseries whose names we still recognize today.
A Bourbon rose introduced in 1859, most closely
meets the given definition of “burgundy.” It was the
only creation of C.G. Page of Washington, DC. He
called it 'Amarante’. This Bourbon rose, one in a
class of roses highly favored by the Victorians, is described as “ purple with cherry red,” “deep purplish
red,” and “crimson purple” by both those 19th Cen7
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CREATIVE GARDENERS
As gardeners, while we do not have the ability to
create plants out of thin air, we do have the ability to
add creative touches to our gardens. We can add
new plants, hardscape, and garden art to the space.
We can paint with a palate of flower colors. We can
use the garden as inspiration for painting, drawing
and photography, creating lasting beauty. Gardens
can be ornamented with garden art and plants can
be treated as canvas.
In fact, it’s almost impossible to spend time working
in a garden without being creative. Nearly everything we do sparks creativity from pulling unsightly
weeds to shaping roses, to selecting and arranging
patio pots.
When we look at the garden as an opportunity for
creativity, not just work, we find opportunities a
plenty. While pruning a large tea rose, for example,
it is necessary to step back from time to time and
look at the whole plant from several angles to do the
best job. Likewise, it is advantageous to walk
through a garden space and look at the whole rather
than the details. When three friends spent tea time
on my patio with the garden in full view, they complimented me on the overall effect of the landscaped
space, noting color, birdsong, blooms, etc. What did
I see? I saw the weed next to the geranium that didn’t get pulled, two dead flowers on a shrub rose, the
cane that should have been tied more closely to the
trellis and small twigs that should have been nipped

by Judy Eitzen
on a young Japanese maple. I looked at the garden
that day as a work in progress, with many tasks left
to do; my friends saw it as a completed whole.
This spring, pick a time to walk through your garden
space as if you are a new visitor. Sit and look at the
garden from several different points of view. Look
at the big picture – relationships between various
plants and spaces. What is the overall effect? Then,
think of how you can creatively approach the space.
Adding some garden art to this corner or near that
shrub can bring additional interest to that spot. One
can visit nurseries, websites and artists’ studios and
purchase garden items (which can be expensive) or
add something simple. A birdbath made of an old
serving dish or a brightly colored pot.

Terra cotta pots are inexpensive, easy to beautify
and last for years. It’s simple: purchase some roofing tar (comes in small containers at builder’s supply stores) and disposable 2” foam paint brushes.
Paint the inside of the pot with roofing tar, coating
the bottom and sides up to about an inch from the
top edge. (Dispose of the foam brush) Paint the outside of the pot with acrylic paint and seal it with
Terra Cotta Pot sealer (available at nurseries). Sim(Continued on page 9)
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CREATIVITY, con’t.
ple designs work well, or you can be as fancy as your artistic skills permit. Not artistic? Purchase a pot with
incised designs and follow the lines with paint.
Gardens and flowers, especially roses, have inspired artists for centuries. We are all familiar with the botanically accurate paintings of Redouté, and rosy impressions of Monet. Many books and websites give art instruction. Feel inspired? Try it; you’ll look at your garden in a new way.

Maintenance, con’t.
(Continued from page 3)

much easier to check the system for problems and to
adjust the irrigation schedule based on weather conditions.
With all of the sunny days, we have pruned more of
our roses than ever before. We’ve cut out old canes
and dead wood to rejuvenate selected plants. Thirty
-two people came for our Pruning Party on Jan 19.
We put out a call to Friends of East Sacramento who
had participated in the McKinley Rose Garden’s
Prune-A-Thon, which netted some new volunteers
including four members of Sacramento State’s Alpha Phi Omega, a service fraternity. It was wonder-

ful to work with rose friends old and new. As a result of the pruning party and our ongoing efforts,
roses no longer sprawl into the pathways or over
monuments. In a way, we miss that luxuriant wildness, but it makes our garden more accessible to
visitors, families and historians who want to study
the inscriptions
Start coming to the garden soon, and enjoy the roses
as they unfurl. We gardeners can only do so much.
Nature holds the trump card in the timing and
length of our bloom. However the spring bloom
plays out, we know it will be glorious.

Pruning Party Volunteers

9

March 2014

CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip:
Gardening in
Drought Conditions
Roses are not heavy water users
and can be grown even in
drought conditions. Of course
any new plant requires more
water, so it’s probably not wise
to plant new roses now.
Install automatic drip systems
and water cyclically to get the
best result with least water. A
controller that can sense soil
moisture and humidity is most
efficient.

Volunteer Activities
Volunteers work in the Historic Rose Garden on
Tuesday and Saturday mornings. We generally
arrive around 9:30 and perform a variety of
tasks; pruning, primping, planting, plucking,
preening, and prettifying our roses.
It’s very satisfying to work on a rose and enjoy
the results when the plant responds with a wonderful display of blooms come April.
Come and join in the fun!

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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