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New Orleans Cemetery Rose
Historic Rose Garden roses are
mostly survivors from sites around
California, and one special rose is a
survivor from Louisiana.
“New Orleans Cemetery Rose” was
found some years ago in the Metairie
Cemetery in New Orleans by Heritage Rose Foundation member, Maureen Detweiler. She propagated that
rose and planted it with others in her
garden. As we know, hurricane
Katrina struck the Gulf Coast in
2005, and initial efforts focused on

by Janelle Michel

saving lives and property. Later Maureen was saddened to learn that her
roses were also lost during what became the largest natural disaster in
U.S. history.
Metairie Cemetery fared better, surviving pretty much intact as it is located
on a ridge of relatively high ground
and there was little flooding. Most
plants and lawns recovered after the
storm was over, though some cemetery
artifacts were blown about during the
(Continued on page 3)

2010 Open Garden, Open Cemetery

*****

Deadheading At
Dusk
June 7
July 5
August 2
6:30 p.m.
*****
Propagation Class
September 4
10:00 a.m.
*****
Flowering Arranging
with Carolyn Parker
October 9
(Details on website)

This year’s event drew 500 visitors to
all areas of the Cemetery. Spring
weather was influenced by El Niño,
confusing some roses into blooming
later than usual and others to flower
early. The result was a wonderful
bloom with banksias and odoratas
still showing color while teas and
chinas were in full bloom. Some
more modern roses were just getting
started.
The primary focus of the event was
on the Rose Garden, of course, with
tours, roses for sale, a silent auction

and door prizes. Anita and Jennifer
led tours of the Rose Garden and Judy
drove visitors throughout the Cemetery in the electric cart.
Visitors were met at the Welcome Table in the front entrance where they
found information about all the gardens in the Cemetery and the Old
City Cemetery Committee’s planned
tours and events.
Bob Hamm had perennials available
for sale and the Native Plant Society
sold natives and books. The Old City
(Continued on page 4)
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Rose Rustling Season
Summer through early fall is the best time to
find and propagate roses. Even now, rose
hunters are scouring abandoned home sites,
old cemeteries and country roadsides hoping
to locate “new” old roses. This can be one of
the most rewarding rosy activities.

editorial
•

•

Just imagine, driving along a
country road, spotting something new and different, a
quick stop, snip, snip and the
cuttings are yours to bring
home and grow out. Our
Rose Garden was started
with ‘found’ roses and continues to be a place to preserve
these special plants.

cutting won’t matter, it’s polite to get permission before taking cuttings.
Do not take cuttings if the plant is too
small. Keep an eye on the rose and take
cuttings when it’s bigger.
Take photos and notes of when, where,
what type of rose, etc. It’s
hard to remember next year
when the cutting has grown
out.
Finding “new” roses is adventurous and can benefit the
Rose Garden and I encourage
you to keep hunting. Just remember rose rustling etiquette,
no matter how exciting your
new find, take the time to do it
right.

A couple of reminders about
successful rose rustling:
•
•

Always have your kit in the car—you never
know when you’ll spot that special rose.
Ask first—even when it seems your small

Contributions, complaints, greetings: verlaine@citlink.net
or call me at 685-6634.
Judy Eitzen

Maintenance Report
Spring of 2010 “...was the best of times,
it was the worst of times.”

“It wasn’t just the
weather that made
the garden especially
beautiful this year.”

How was it the best? The bloom started
a bit early, but then the weather turned
cool and rainy. We got a glimpse of
what it must be like to grow roses in
England. Instead of rose blossoms collapsing or frying to a crisp in our dry
heat, the flowers held. They withstood
wind, rain and occasional hail. Visitors
to the Open Garden found some Banksiae still in bloom, Teas and Chinas in
their glory, Noisettes and Hybrid Musks
joining in, and Hybrid Perpetuals not
far behind. Later visitors reveled in
flawless Alba and Gallica blooms.
Bill Grant told me that this has been
the best rose season of his life. Roses
are blooming in his garden that have
never bloomed before, some oncebloomers are repeating, and clematis

by Anita Clevenger
that he thought was dead has sprung to life.
It wasn't just the weather that made the
garden especially beautiful this year. All of
our efforts to prune, train and care for the
roses, and the garden overall, paid off.
In recent years, we've added a lot of companion plants to the garden, and now have
about twenty different species and an array
of bearded iris. We worked hard last year
dividing and distributing the spring bulbs
and iris, planting self-seeding annuals, and
adding low-maintenance, water-efficient
perennials. The watsonia was especially
spectacular, stopping traffic with flower
spikes towering over its spiky foliage.
Sharon Patrician gave these bulbs to us
several years ago. This spring, she shared
more perennials from Hamilton Square,
including hardy geraniums, scabiosa, yarrow and Shasta daisies.
Barbara Oliva
(Continued on page 7)
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New Orleans Cemetery Rose, Cont.
(Continued from page 1)

storm. One plant that survived was the mother plant of
NOCR (“New Orleans Cemetery Rose”) and Maureen
was able to obtain new cuttings of the rose, propagating
a number to spread around so it would not be lost.
At a Heritage Rose Foundation in Dallas, Barbara Oliva
obtained one of these starts and planted NOCR in the
Historic Rose Garden in
Sacramento. It is a beautiful bourbon rose that remains unidentified.
I was born in New Orleans
and originally became interested in roses because my
mother asked for roses at
her funeral in 2000. When
I moved to Sacramento
from southern California a
few years later, I became
interested in Old Garden
Roses and attended the
Open Garden in 2007 intending to purchase some
roses. Somehow I found
myself volunteering and
have been active in the Rose Garden ever since.

identify the rose, simply enjoyed its beauty and fragrance. However, once seen, I noticed NOCR appears
to be very similar to a rose in Anthony P. Smith’s1
1856 catalog – Pierre de St. Cyr.
Both roses appear on the Help Me Find website with
photos and descriptions of the plants and blooms. I
obtained cuttings of Pierre de
St. Cyr, but have not been
successful in growing it out
for a side-by-side comparison.
I do feel that it is very likely
that it is Pierre de St. Cyr,
but for now, this is one more
rose that will remain unidentified but which has an interesting story and a personal
connection.

When NOCR was pointed out to me by Anita Clevenger
as a rose to watch, and with its ‘roots’ in New Orleans, I
felt a connection. I didn’t plan to spend time trying to

Celebration of Old Roses
The 2010 Celebration of Old Roses held in El Cerrito
on May 16 was well-attended, especially by the roses.
There was an enormous display that included roses
not often in bloom in mid-May. One volunteer was
heard to say, “I don’t know where to put Ragged
Robin—it’s never been in bloom this late before.” Lots
of roses, lots of talk, lots of fun and good eats. If you
missed it this year, be sure to join in next spring—the
Sunday after Mother’s Day.

__________
1

Anthony Preston Smith was an
early Sacramento Nurseryman
who introduced many roses to
California and encouraged 19th
century gardeners to plant small
rose gardens. He is buried in
the Historic Rose Garden.

Help Me Find, a website devoted to providing
detailed information about roses, clematis and peonies
can be found at:
www.helpmefind.com/roses/
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Open Garden, con’t.
(Continued from page 1)

Cemetery Committee had historical items to sell
and volunteers present to talk about upcoming events.
This event is the primary fund-raiser for the Rose Garden, and we were gratified to learn the event was a
financial success as well. Money is used to maintain
the garden, add structures and assist the City in funding structure repair.
The Open Garden weekend kicked off with a lively
dinner at La Mision Friday night after we completed
setting all in place for Saturday’s event. On Saturday,
after the Open Garden, we cleaned
up and collapsed (with a glass of
wine) in Kathryn’s beautiful garden.
Sunday morning saw us back at the
garden for coffee, scones and leisurely strolls through the beautiful
roses.
Many thanks to all local and visiting volunteers who worked very
hard to make this event a success.
Photos, clockwise from top:
Placing rose tags on Friday,
Jennifer enjoying the day,
Happy customers and Anita’s
popular tour.
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Santa Rosa Outing
We sadly said goodbye to four of the cemetery's giant
“Perle d'Or” plants last January, when Chris Pederson
and Gregg Lowery dug them up and took them to Santa
Rosa's Mableton, the McDonald Mansion. Its owners,
the Webleys, generously donated $500 to the Historic
Rose Garden and agreed to give us visitation rights to
these roses in their new home.
One of the perks of being a Historic Rose Garden volunteer is the chance to go on some wonderful road trips,
and eight of us eagerly set off for Santa Rosa on May 13th.
We were met at Mableton by Chris, the man who has
been gardening at Mableton since 1983, and Gregg,
owner of Vintage Gardens and designer for the garden
restoration. They generously took time from their busy
schedules to show us the grounds.
The 'Perle d'Or'
roses are in a
place of honor,
planted in a
circle in front
of the house
where they will
be visible from
the street. They
Planted in January
are flourishing
and
covered
with bloom and have room to regain much of their size
and make a wonderful statement in the landscape. Their
color complements the paint scheme of the elaborate
Eastlake architecture of the house, familiar to many of us
as the home in Disney's 1960 movie, Pollyanna.
Gregg has designed a rose garden that includes about 150
roses that are “flower factories,” to suit the Webley's desire for a good-looking cutting garden. 'Tamora' is one of
his top choices as a beautiful, fragrant, heavy-blooming
rose. Gregg has interpreted Gertrude Jekyll's color theories to range from cool to hot colors, with each bed full of

by Anita Clevenger
flowers that will make a coordinated bouquet. We were
too early for the dahlias and lilies, but many other companion plants set off the roses well.
It was hard to leave Mableton, but it was time to have
lunch with several members of the 'Rose Brigade,' volunteers who are working to reclaim the roses at the Santa
Rosa Rural Cemetery, established in 1854.
Gregg and his partner, Phillip Robinson, found 75 roses
there in the mid-1980s. Only 35 of those roses survived
to the present day, including “Old Red Runaround,”
'Madame Plantier,' and 'Russelliana.' One unnamed
found rose is “The Crack Rose,” a very full Hybrid Perpetual, reminiscent of 'Baronne Prevost,' that was found
growing in the crack of a concrete-covered plot. Sandy
Fray, Judy Enochs and others are working to replant the
lost roses, and now have 100 vintage roses in their care.
They plan to
add an additional 180,
including
plantings
along
the
perimeter
fence and in
a special Memorial GarPerles in May
den. Gregg
will donate the roses, and the City will install irrigation in
the new garden areas. Their efforts to date are to be applauded, especially since there is as yet no irrigation for
existing and newly planted roses. Volunteers have carried
water to them, pruned them, and trimmed back weeds.
Roses that were barely surviving are flourishing once
again. This is a beautiful, somewhat wild cemetery, made
more lovely by the roses and the care that their devoted
volunteers are giving them.
______________

OCCC Annual Members Meeting
The Old City Cemetery Committee will hold the annual members meeting on Saturday June 19 at 11 a.m. in the Fireman’s Plot Area. All members should attend
as Board of Directors members are elected at this meeting each year. The Board
will discuss future plans and take input from members. It’s also a good time to
meet Cemetery volunteers working outside the Rose Garden. Do plan to attend.
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Iris—What’s Up With That?

by Judy Eitzen

Single-minded? Obsessed with roses, roses, roses? Try
a little horticultural therapy. Switch your view and
spend time with plants other than roses. Recently, four
rosarians spent a lovely day visiting the Bluebird Haven
Iris Garden in Somerset. Just an hour or so east of Sacramento in California’s foothills, this lovely Victorian
garden is a haven for bluebirds and more than 3,000
varieties of bearded iris.

Like many of us with roses, Mary Hess is also in the
business of ‘rescuing’ iris and has visited and dug out
many beds on old properties that are due to be razed
or the gardens “updated”. Also, as in the Historic
Rose Garden, she has a number of unidentified iris
and has arranged for iris experts to visit, examine the
plants and offer their opinion as to name, breeder,
etc. Sound familiar?

Managed by Mary Hess (and ably assisted by her 91-year
-old mother) this garden includes many well-known and
loved varieties of these interesting and beautiful plants.
A walk through this lovely sight gives the visitor something new to see with nearly every step. Though peak
bloom was later in May than usual, there was plenty to
see the first week in May when we visited.

We spent a lovely time with our picnic lunch under a
beautiful oak tree surrounded by bracken ferns with
tiny iris peeking up through the fronds. The weather

We learned that bearded iris come in four basic sizes,
miniature dwarf (under 8”), dwarf (under 15”), border
(15-28”) and tall (over 28”) and, like daffodils and tulips, are available in early, mid-season and late-

was perfect and we found ourselves talking and learning about iris…though that didn’t stop us from examining two rather old roses on the site. (Evangeline
(H. Wichurana) and R. multiflora.)

Sherri Berglund, Lynne Storm & Bev Vierro

blooming varieties. Like roses, new hybrids are constantly being introduced, and also like roses, many
19th century cultivars are still available. The catalog
of available iris includes specific cultivar details plus
information on breeder and years registered and introduced.

Anita has reported that we’re actively adding other
flowering perennials to some rose plots. The photo
above was taken in 2007 and shows some of these
including iris. We’re looking for 19th and early 20th
century plants as being appropriate for planting in
the Historic Rose Garden. During our visit to the
Bluebird Haven Iris Garden, we identified several
cultivars (and ordered a few) that should do well in
the Cemetery.

Bluebird Haven Iris Garden
Located in Somerset, California (foothills between Placerville & Sutter Creek) Website
includes catalog of available iris to be shipped in July & August.
http://www.bluebirdhavenirisgarden.com/
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Maintenance Report, con’t.
(Continued from page 2)

commented that the Paludosum daisies were an especially good foil for the “prissy little pink” flowers of
'Hermosa' in plot 109, and photographers were entranced by the blue-purple bearded iris under plot 106's
cherry-red 'Gloire des Rosomanes.'

“Coulterville Red” have a few spots of rust but look relatively healthy. Somehow, the cemetery's growing conditions fostered this outbreak. Rust spores are airborne,
and the winds whip over the Broadway Bed from the
north, whirling into the garden. We had the Sheriff's
Work Crew defoliate most of these roses last winter, rake
up the debris and spread composted manure under the
bushes, but the spores managed to survive.
Roses need leaves for photosynthesis, but there wasn't
much green surface left on “Dr. Kelly.” Judy Eitzen took
off its foliage and cut it back a bit. We also sprayed it
hard with water to knock rust off the remains. We will

What was the dark side of this cool, glorious spring?
Weeds returned with a vengeance. Efforts to dig up Bermuda grass and other weeds exposed weed seeds, and the
late spring rains kept them germinating, germinating,
germinating. Americorps crews came in April and May,
and removed an enormous amount of foxtail and other
weeds. We will sheet mulch a few more plots, and keep
on pulling weeds.
More distressing was the outbreak of fungal disease.
Rust and blackspot need free water on the leaves, and
the weather conditions have been optimal. We've had
more blackspot than usual, but rust has been far worse.
Often, rust appears on senescent leaves in the fall. This
year, it's coated the new growth and even the flower buds
on some, but not all, Hybrid Perpetuals. “Coulterville
Red,” the star of the show during last year's Open Garden, is covered with orange pustules. Even its blossoms
are blighted from it. “Dr. Kelly,” which we propagated
and sold in previous years as a particularly vigorous 'Paul
Neyron,' has been shockingly covered with rust, adding a
bit of powdery mildew and blackspot to complete its role
as poster child for rose diseases. Several other Hybrid
Perpetuals, particularly those in the Broadway Bed, are
also covered in rust and look terrible.
We don't spray for fungal disease in the cemetery, and I
don't do it at home. My own 'Paul Neyron' and

fertilize it, spread fresh mulch and see how well the
plant recovers.
Powdery mildew has not been too bad this year. It is
most likely to occur in dry weather when temperatures
are between between 60 and 80 degrees. Shade and lack
of circulation will encourage its growth, as will dry soil.
Rainfall, and overhead watering, discourages powdery
mildew, so our wetter weather has been a benefit.
Much as we and the roses have loved the mild weather,
our inevitable hot weather has its advantages. Leaf temperatures above 95 degrees may kill powdery mildew
outright, and discourage other fungal diseases and weed
growth.
The beauties of this spring will linger in our memories
long after we forget the weeds and disease. This has, indeed, been a wonderful rose year.

CEMETERY
ROSE
Judy Eitzen
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 3, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Email: verlaine@citlink.net

WE’RE ON THE WEB
www.cemeteryrose.org

Perks

Quick Garden Tip:
Setting Out Rose Cuttings

Historic Rose Garden volunteers
receive more benefits than one
might think. Not only are volunteers able to spend time working on
a project that benefits the entire
community, they get to spend time
learning about roses with others interested in antique roses, their history and horticulture. Volunteers
are good company! Volunteers are
the first to try growing roses from
the Rose Garden in home gardens.
Join in!

Once you’ve taken a cutting, with at
least three buds, insert the cutting into
a moistened potting mixture with two
buds in the soil. This can be in an individual pot or plastic tote. The mixture
should be loose and well-drained—
moist, but not water-logged.
Place the cutting in filtered, light
shade (like under a tree). When new
growth appears, you know your rooting procedure worked.
Consider yourself successful if 80% of
your attempts result in a new plant.
Cuttings begun in large totes should
be gently placed in gallon pots after
rooting. The cutting can then remain
in the pot until next spring.

Garden quote
Love is much like a
wild rose, beautiful
and calm, but willing to draw blood
in its defense.
Mark Overby

