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Preserving California’s Heritage Roses

OPEN GARDEN 2013
This year’s Open Garden was:
1. Lots of fun
2. Very successful
3. Beautiful
4. Exhausting
Correct answer: all of the above.

CEMETERY ROSE

On April 20, more than 500 visitors joined volunteers during a
beautiful (though rather windy) spring day in the Historic Rose
Garden. This annual fundraising event was as always fun—the
roses were beautiful (early morning fragrances were heavenly) ,
the visitors eager and interested in the garden and in the roses
for sale, volunteers were hardworking and cheerful.
Volunteers spent the day walking and talking—showing off the
garden to visitors, talking with rosy friends and generally having
a good time while working hard to ensure success of the event.
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Rose Garden Founders Fred Boutin and
Barbara Oliva take a moment to talk.

Each year we propagate roses to sell to the public and while a
primary function of this effort is to raise funds to support Rose
Garden activities, it is just as important to share these plants
throughout the community—indeed, throughout the state.
As we have done in the past, volunteers returned to the Garden
on Sunday morning to spend time with rosy friends and the garden we were too busy to enjoy the day before.
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EDITORIAL
I’m a “people person” - there, I’ve admitted it. I enjoy
working with others on a common goal, speaking to
groups and generally spending time with other, likeminded souls.
This doesn’t mean I don’t enjoy working in the garden—I wouldn’t volunteer in the Historic Rose Garden
otherwise. As do other volunteers, I enjoy sharing information with others (see page 8) and am willing to
travel to do so.

Events in the Historic Rose
Garden

It’s fun to talk about the roses we love and see our
enthusiasm shared by someone new to these special
roses. It’s gratifying to be asked to speak about the
garden we’ve worked so hard to develop and maintain.
But most of all, it’s an important part of our mission—
sharing what we have learned about roses and the
Historic Rose Garden.

Deadheading at Dusk
June 3
July 8
August 4
September 9

In the hurry-up-and-get-ready mode prior to open garden, our winter pruning efforts to get it all done, and
attempts to deadhead or prune just about everything in
summer, we can loose sight of the importance of sharing our knowledge. Our tours, classes and even this
newsletter, help us to do that. I encourage Rose Garden volunteers to share your knowledge about this
wonderful garden with others and encourage groups,
family members and friends to visit, learn and participate.

Propagation Class
September 14

Judy Eitzen

Fall Color Tour
November 23
Pruning Class
December 7

Questions, comments, suggestions
verlaine@citlink.net

I'd rather have roses on my table
than diamonds on my neck.
Emma Goldman
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ROSE GARDEN MAINTENANCE REPORT
It was a hot, dry, windy spring. Not the best conditions for a rose garden! Peak bloom began about a
week before Open Garden. By April 20th, the banksiae roses were completely finished, the Teas and
Chinas were nearing the end of their first flush, and
some of the later-blooming varieties, such as Albas,
Hybrid Perpetuals, Mosses and Centifolias, were a
riot of blossoms. Visitors enjoyed a breezy but
beautiful day, dazed by the roses. A few days later,
most of the flowers were gone.
We got almost no rain after the beginning of January and turned on the irrigation system in March,
setting timers to operate once a week on a minimal
schedule. While that was enough water for the roses
to survive, it was not enough to support the petals,
which rapidly turned to confetti. If we ever have
similar conditions again during peak bloom, we will
temporarily change to a twice-weekly
watering schedule and increase the watering duration in the hopes of extending the life of the flowers. We'd like to
enjoy them for weeks rather than days!
(see Watering article—p. 9)
The unrelenting North wind pushed
over several large shrubs and climbing
roses. Our two plants of 'Le Pactole'
blocked pathways to the south and
east, so the Sheriff's Work Project crew
propped one of them up with tree
stakes. R. multiflora inermis shifted
completely to the south, blocking the
pathway as it dangled from its rebar
arch. Tom Jefferson trimmed an opening so that people could walk through it. Because it
and the other climbers were firmly attached to their
structures, they did not blow off altogether – and
the structures did not collapse! However, we now
need to cut back a number of big roses and make
sure they are adequately supported, either with a
good foundation of mature canes or with a structure.
Our spring roses are complemented by more and
more companion plants. Chuck Hatch planted perennial Yellow Bush Lupine (Lupinus arboreus) several years ago, and this year it reached maturity and
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by Anita Clevenger

spectacularly filled a plot. Chuck also planted Valley
Sky Lupine (Lupinus nanus), which now reseeds in
several plots in the Broadway Bed. This native demands bare soil and refuses to germinate in heavilymulched plots. Most of our companion plants are
drought-tolerant or die back and reseed each year.
Companion plants take a bit of maintenance, and
Pat Schink has been vigilant about watering and
tending the plants in the corner plot behind the
“Historic Rose Garden” sign. In June, we will ask
the Sheriff's crew to cut poppies (Eschscholzia californica) back to the ground, anticipating rebloom in
the fall, and begin to identify iris that need to be
dug, divided and replanted.
The City and Sheriff's Crew worked with us to ensure that rose garden pathways were well-trimmed
for Open Garden, but keeping the aisle ways and
verges trimmed is a constant
battle throughout the cemetery.
We weeded and put fresh chips
along the Broadway fence, establishing a vegetation-free zone
because it is very difficult to operate mowers or weed-eaters
there without damaging the
roses. Throughout the rest of
the rose garden, we just trim the
pathway weeds and pretend that
they are lawn. Weed growth will
slow down in the summer because we do not water overhead
in the rose garden. However,
weed seeds will lie in wait until
next fall and spring.
What's ahead for summer? We'll need to keep cutting off dead flowers, pruning once-blooming roses,
monitoring irrigation, and making sure the roses
along the Broadway fence are kept away from the
sidewalk. I'll be gone for several weeks starting in
mid-June, but will leave a good “to-do” list and tie
plenty of orange ribbons onto roses that need deadheading. Our volunteers need to remember to take
time to admire our many repeat-blooming roses,
rejoice in the clear blue Sacramento summer skies,
and have fun. There's more joy than drudgery to be
found in our garden, any time of the year.
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ROSE GARDEN ’RESIDENT’ Ewing M. Skaggs
by Eric Radner

Ewing M. Skaggs owned the popular and profitable
El Dorado Saloon on 2nd and J Streets in Sacramento. He also owned the Pacific Stable building,
which would become famous after he sold it, as
Moore’s Opera House, whose floor collapsed on
opening night, killing several and injuring many in
November 1876. He and A.G.
Butler built the Louisiana Race
Course near the present intersection of 12th Avenue and
Franklin. It was the city’s most
popular racetrack of early days,
Butler and Skaggs later gave it
to the State Agricultural Society, of which Skaggs was a
member. He was also a member of the Sacramento Jockey
Club, often served as a judge or
timer in horse races, and
owned several famous racehorses like Rattler and Mary
Davis. He raced greyhounds,
too - his champ Old Frank was
rarely, if ever, beaten. He even
had a racehorse named Emma Skaggs (his wife’s
name), a mare that was a daughter of famed racehorse Norfolk. But his most famous horse was Lodi,
known as the Pride of the West.

lead right away, and they raced head and head for
the first mile, Lodi inching ahead to take the lead by
a neck, but Norfolk again prevailed, and moved
away to win by some 30 yards.
Five days later, they raced again, this time at heats
of three miles, and for a purse twice the size of the
original $1000 award. The
first heat was a bitter battle
all the way, it being anybody’s race right up until
the end, when Norfolk
edged away to win by a
length.
The report swept the
stands that Lodi had injured himself and might
not come back for the next
heat, but the game horse
was at the start for the next
race. He was obviously not
himself, however, and after
losing by some 50 feet, he
returned with blood gushing from his foot, with
what turned out to be a sever quarter-crack to the
right fore-hoof. Lodi had indeed put the pressure on
Norfolk; Norfolk’s time for those two heats stood as
a

In 1865 the most famous races of the time took place
between Skaggs’ Lodi, a five year old brown horse,
and the undefeated Norfolk, a four year old bay
owned by rich farmer Theodore Winters. Winters,
who later had a town named for him, was one of the
founders of California’s thoroughbred breeding industry. The two horses had met a few months before in front of a San Francisco crowd that included
journalist Mark Twain. In a match based on 2 mile
heats, Norfolk won two heats of the match, but a
third thrilling race resulted in a dead heat.
The Sacramento rematch took place at the Union
Park Course during the 12th Annual State Fair. In
the first heat, Lodi led by a length, but faded in the
final drive. In the second heat Lodi tried for the
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(Continued from page 4)

world record for as long as this classification was
in the books.
Skaggs, ever the shrewd speculator, had sold Lodi
between the two Sacramento races, undoubtedly
for a pretty penny. Lodi acquired a folk hero
status, as the brave horse that nearly beat the undefeated Norfolk, even with a broken foot! Lodi
was retired to stud, siring the first winner of the
California Derby, and the town of Lodi was named
after him.
When Skaggs’ horse Mary Davis won several races
in May 1871, local “horse sharps” remarked that
Skaggs’ luck had finally changed, it being the first
race he was known to win in 12 years! Skaggs died
in 1887 after falling down the stairs at home. His
funeral was at his home at 7th and K Streets.
The land the Louisiana Race Course was on was
eventually sold to the Odd Fellows Bank, who later
sold it to a farmer named Curtis. Now that area is
known as Curtis Park, and the oval jogging path
that surrounds the park is assumed to be approximately where the old racetrack was.

Ewing M. Skaggs is buried in Plot 509 along
Laburnum in the East Bed of the Historic
Rose Garden. The imposing granite monument bears only the name "Skaggs," though
a number of people are buried in this plot: E.
M, his wife Emma Meyers Skaggs, their son,
Ewing H. Skaggs. and eight other people
who rest in unmarked graves.

Lavender Lassie

There are two climbing roses in the western
corners of the plot: 'Lavender Lassie' and
another rose that has been identified as
'Bloomfield Courage,' originally collected as
"Castro-Breen Red Climber.' We've also
planted poppies and two Watsonia, a South
African plant related to gladiolus.

Membership Meeting
Skaggs plot
with
‘Bloomfield
Courage’ &
Watsonia

The annual meeting for OCCC members will
be held on June 8 at 11:00 near the Fireman’s
Plot. If you are a member of OCCC, please
plan to join us to hear about Cemetery activities, update the by-laws and have lunch. RSVP
to Sharon Patrician patricianone@att.net
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THE SCOTS BRIAR
And blest is he who tir'd with his affairs,
For from all noise, all vain applause, prepares
to go, and underneath some silent shade
Which neither cares nor anxious thoughts invade,
Does for a while, himself alone posses;
Changing the town for Rural happiness.
… to cool streams retire, to aged Groves retire,
and th' unmixed pleasures of the fields desire.
(Rene Rapin, 1621-1687, Hortorum libri quattuor)
“Wanna get away?” This popular slogan for enticing
the stressed-out 21st Century spirit to fly off to relaxing location has changed little since Rene Rapin,
Jesuit priest and garden poet, penned his lament
some 330+ years ago. Whether living in the 18th or
21st Century, the ability to get away from it all has
always been important. If you were royalty, landed,
or important 18th Century noblesse obliege, the idea
of getting away meant escaping the frustration of
the city for the peace of the country. Here imagination could be free and a country manor in some
grand, architectural style could be created. Of
course, a grand garden would also be designed to set
it all off. The 18th Century English landscape garden
or the Natural Movement in garden design in England would give royalty and nobility a chance to express themselves in a grand style. When it came to
creating massive country estates, there were few
limits, and today Britain's National Trust and tourist
trade helps support these architectural treasures
and garden landscapes.
Although English royalty and nobility had been
erecting country estates for centuries, the inception
of the Naturalistic Gardening Style really took hold
around 1740 with the introduction of the Natural
Movement in garden design in England. If you had
been growing flowers, roses and shrubs close to your
castle, they were now banished to the back forty.
Henry Horn was the premier landscape designer of
the 18th Century. He was known for his creation of
lakes, hanging gardens, underground grottoes, classical temples, and the planting of indigenous trees,
all allowed to grow naturally. Sheep and cows could
be seen grazing close to the manor. This was a natu6

By Julie Matlin
ral landscape in all its park-like glory; gardening as
an extension of Nature. But what an incredible illusion; all highly contrived of course, but designed to
look as if Nature had triumphed and man was held
to the details. The Naturalistic Garden Movement is
today considered to be the greatest art form the
English have ever produced. It laid the foundation
for public parks in England and the USA, and introduced the concept of Man's oneness with Nature.
19th Century Victorians would reintroduce the flower
and rose garden, and their own highly contrived
style of gardening. However, well-known and influential garden writers like William Robinson would
advocate the use of hardy plants around the Naturalistic gardens, the woodlands, in hedgerows and in
gardens. His gardening voice would influence garden designs from Europe to the USA through the
early 20th Century.
“... to cool streams retire, to aged Groves retire...”
Where were the roses? Were they completely removed to the extreme edges of the large manor
houses? NO! Enter an English native known to
have grown all over Europe, especially England and
Scotland: R. pimpinellifolia (R. spinosissima) or the
Scotch Rose:

R. spinosissima

Amongst the modern additions to the ornaments of
our gardens, the varieties of Double Scotch Roses
(Continued on page 7)
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stand deservedly very high in estimation; their
beauty is undisputed, and they come into flower full
three weeks before the general collection of garden
roses. The earliest varieties open before the end of
May, and the succession of blossoms is kept up 'til
near the end of June, they thus protract the period
of our enjoyment of this delightful genus ...they are
almost exclusively the product of England... only
three which can by any possibility be supposed to
have originated outside of Great Britain. The Scotch
Rose has been, and still is called the Burnet Rose; it
is the R. spinosissima of authoritative English authors who have written on the genus; they have
united the R. pimpinellifolia and the R. spinosissima of Linnaeus, treating them as the same species... (Double-Scotch Roses, Joseph Sabine, 1822)
For many years, it was generally accepted that R.
spinosissima'was a variety derived from R.
pimpinellifolia. DNA testing today establishes that
the roses are one and the same. Whatever the point
of view, the “Scotch Roses” or “Scots Briars”, hardy
roses native to England, provided beauty on the wild
banks that could be created with them when used in
the natural landscape. In winter months, the closely
growing shrubs covered with bronze prickles and
dark maroon hips put on a pleasing display; a sort of
one-upsmanship over typical shrub roses.
The original “Scotch Rose” or “Scots Rose” is a bristly, wild dwarf rose, compact and bushy, low growing in its wild state, suckering; mostly found in the
north of England and in Scotland. It endures extreme cold, wind, and thrives in poor soil conditions. Gardeners have loved it for its ability to set
bunches of seed that can be used for propagation
purposes. Many varieties are unknown today because these roses were so profusely propagated over
the last several centuries. This unique group of
roses provides the gardener today with a wealth of
hybrids and forms to choose from. Here is a group
of extremely garden-worthy shrubs that have been
developed by crossing and re-crossing the wild Scots
Briar or Burnet Rose with a sundry of rose types.
Hybrids of R. spinosissima can be found in three
general habits: small suckering and thorny plants

that don't grow much beyond 3'; taller, but still oldstyle briars that will reach 6' or more, suckering and
thorny, and modern hybrids that are usually less
thorny, more open in their branching, and can get
tall. All types make excellent barriers, or individual
specimens, whatever is desired. Plants bear potentilla-like flowers in a wonderful range of colors, a
rainbow of colors really, and many flowers are marbled which gives them a stunning effect. Hips are
beautiful, usually maroon or black, and lovely in arrangements.
Wilhelm and Reimer Kordes, highly successful father and son German rose breeders, developed from
'R. spinosissima ', a group of wonderful roses known
as the Fruhling series. These modern shrub versions were developed after WWII and are known for
their early spring display and fragrance.
'Harison's Yellow' (c. 1830) is another spinosissima
type with a R. foetida scent that can be seen blooming in early spring all
over Texas. This is “The
Yellow Rose of Texas”, a
Harison’s
true
pioneer
rose.
Yellow
'Stanwell Perpetual' (Lee,
1838), combines the petite charm of the “Scots
Briar” with the awesome
fragrance of 'Autumn
Damask'. It has beautiful
and huge blush-pink lavender flowers, blooms
early in the spring, and
re-blooms well in our area. I love this rose and get
past the thorns. 'Mary, Queen of Scots' and
'Ormiston Roy' are also two of my favorite “Scots
Briars”. 'Mary' is a beautiful, single lavender-white
centered rose that sets great blackish hips. It is a
small shrub ideal for the smaller garden.
I am an Ormiston of Scottish ancestry. Although the
Ormiston clan didn't always support the Queen, and
died for it, I love this form of the species. Single,
brilliant buttercup-yellow roses flower on an immensely thorny and dense plant. Great black round
hips are set in the fall. This small plant is a rose in
(Continued on page 8)
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SCOTS ROSES, CONT.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN

the Doorenbos Selection from Holland in 1953.

While the best way to enjoy the Historic Rose Garden is by visiting it, many people have learned about
it through presentations given by our volunteers and
visitors. Rose Garden volunteers have spoken to
many local garden clubs and other local groups, including Master Gardeners. A number of visitors
have toured the Garden and then requested a volunteer to speak to the folks ‘back home’. And volunteers have been willing to travel to spread the word.

How did R. spinosissima (pimpinellifolia) become
known as the “Scots Rose”? It seems the rose name
came with the introduction of a double form by two
Scottish nurserymen, Messrs. Dickson and Brown of
Perth, Scotland. Today, Peter Boyd of Scotland
holds the National Collection of Scotch Roses. His
lectures are amazing and he is a very interesting and
engaging rosarian.
The Naturalistic Gardening Style emphasized the
sense of “communion with Nature”. Knowing that a
little wild native English rose could be used in a
“natural” landscape design so long ago, be valued
enough by gardeners and nurserymen to be hybridized and perpetuated to the 21st Century, tells me
that this bristly, small rose is indeed a treasure of
Nature.
———————————————————-

Sources:
American Rose Annual of-1916,1963.
Beales,Peter. Classic Roses. New York: Henry Holt, 1997.
Dickerson,Brent, The Old Rose Adventurer. Portland,
OR: Timber Press, 1992.
Dickerson,Brent, The Old Rose Informant. San Jose ,CA :
Authors Choice Press, 2000.
Lowey,Gregg and Phillip Robinson, Vintage Garden Book
Of Roses. 2006.
Phillips,Roger and Rix, Martin. The Quest For The Rose.
New York: Random House, 1993.
Sabine, Joseph. “Double Scotch Roses.” Transcations of
The London Horticultural Society 4: 281-305. London 1822.
Thomas,Graham Stuart. Rose Book.. London: Frances
Lincoln Limited, 2004
Julie Matlin is a Master Consulting Rosarian
with the American Rose Society who has,
over the last ten years, undertaken the restoration of the Rose Garden at the Bidwell
Mansion in Chico. She appears occasionally
in Cemetery Rose

8

Judy Eitzen is a speaker for the American Rose Society, and has spoken about the cemetery and roses to
rose societies in Redding, Chico, Woodland, Santa
Rosa, Fresno, Amador and San Mateo Counties.
Anita Clevenger has spoken about the Historic Rose
Garden to the Central Florida Heritage Rose Society,
the New Orleans Old Garden Rose Society, the Santa
Barbara Rose Society, and to foothill and Bay Area
garden clubs and rose societies.
Jeri Jennings recently talked about our cemetery
and rose garden at El Cerrito's Celebration of Old
Roses, updating a presentation that she gave to the
Ventura County Rose Society.

Our documentary, Cemetery Rose, has also been
shown to groups locally and across the country. If
anybody would like to schedule a presentation, or to
purchase a DVD of the documentary, please contact
us at verlaine@citlink.net.
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WATERING THE GARDEN
Anita Clevenger
with input from Chuck Hatch)
The Historic Rose Garden is planted on three acres
of a sand hill cast up by the Sacramento River located west of the cemetery. The sandy loam soil,
enriched by years of adding wood chips, composted
manure and alfalfa, is the envy of many of us volunteers whose home gardens have heavy clay soil,
sometimes with a layer of impervious hardpan. The
cemetery's soil drains well and is extremely easy to
dig, but it can also dry out quickly.
Our 500 roses are watered with “bubblers” at their
base, which put water where it's needed. The system has 25 separate zones, mostly turned on with
battery-operated timers. (There are a few manually
operated valves, such as the one which waters the
roses along the Broadway fence.) The zones are
grouped into sections which run once weekly on
various days of the week. They operate on a schedule that runs for relatively short durations throughout the night. The timers go on at 1 and 4 a.m. and
again at 5 and 10 p.m. This allows the water to sink
in slowly and saturate the root zone. We turn on the
system in the spring, adjust the watering duration
seasonally, and turn it off altogether when fall rains
begin. The watering schedule is hanging in the rose
garden shed behind the Visitor's Center, and is also
in the Rose Garden mailbox.
It takes some effort to turn on or adjust all of the
timers. They are in valve boxes set in the ground
and bolted shut to keep the timers somewhat secure.
We kneel down, open each box, take out the timer,
and adjust its setting.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Irrigation Team
Duties for the irrigation team include
turning on timers in the spring, changing
batteries when needed, and making sure
that all bubblers are operating correctly.
Also, adjust timers and check the system's operation several times during the
spring, fall and summer. In late fall,
turn the system off.
With several people working together, it
should just take a few hours to check and
adjust the entire rose garden.
Anita will provide training and work
with the team. To sign up, call 715-7294
or email to anitac5159@gmail.com

We have formed watering basins around many
of the roses, and have put down a thick layer of
mulch outside the basins to keep the roots cool
and limit weed growth. Our water-wise approach works well for the types of roses that we
grow, many of which have survived for years in
foothill cemeteries without any supplemental
water.
No irrigation system operates well without attention. We use the Sheriff's Crew for assistance, particularly to help with any plumbing or
wiring issues, but we also need a small team of
volunteers to monitor the system.

The water needs to be running in order to do a visual check to make sure that each bubbler is delivering a minimal flow. We either manually turn on
each valve when adjusting the timing, or come in at
5 p.m. when the water is running. Theoretically, it
shouldn't be necessary to continually check the bubblers, but people can't resist tinkering with them.
We often find that a bubbler is completely turned off
or gushing excessively. If you notice an area that
seems dry or flooded, or a broken bubbler head,
please let us know.
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CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip—Drainage
Summer brings long, hot, sunfilled days to the Sacramento Valley and gardeners may tend to
overwater as compensation.
Roses need 5-6 gallons per week,
but do not need to sit with wet
roots.
Check drainage around roses by
watering a known amount (e.g., 5
gallon bucket) and note how
quickly the water seeps into the
soil. Check with a stick to see how
wet the soil stays after one hour.
Adjust watering to see that each
plant gets the right amount.

Volunteer Activities
Volunteers work in the Historic Rose Garden on
Tuesday and Saturday mornings. We generally
arrive around 9:30 and perform a variety of
tasks; pruning, primping, planting, plucking,
preening, and prettifying our roses.
It’s very satisfying to work on a rose and enjoy
the results when the plant responds with a wonderful display of blooms come April.
Come and join in the fun!

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 3, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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