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by Judy Eitzen

It’s that time again. Time to get
out your pruners and loppers, wrap
up in something warm and hasten
on down to the Rose Garden. We
will need all the help our Volunteers can provide.
Wednesday & Saturday Pruning
Pruning will officially commence
on Wednesday, January 5th and
continue until all the roses are
pruned. Weather permitting we
should be finished by mid to late
February.

Rose For Barbara 4
Planning Meeting 5

Cemetery Rose
Garden
Activities and
Dates

Planning
Meeting
Saturday,
January 15
2 p.m. at the
Cemetery Archives
See page 5
for details.

Wednesday and Saturday mornings
you will find a crew of like-minded
volunteers working to spruce up
those roses which require dormant

pruning. Some need just a touch
to make them beautiful and some
require heavy work—you can work
on whatever suits your expertise,
physical condition and time.
A few weeks ago, volunteers went
through a large part of the Rose
Garden and identified roses in
need of winter and spring pruning.
Those needing attention now have a
red ribbon tied to the plants.
(Plants to be pruned after the Open
Garden—after they bloom—have
been tagged with green.) If there’s
no tag, the plant either doesn’t require attention this year or has al(Continued on page 3)

Early Winter in the Rose Garden
by Anita Clevenger

For years, I thought that spring was
the only ‘’good” time of year for
heritage roses. That was before I began to volunteer in the cemetery
year-round.
Colorful autumn foliage is not confined to trees. In the cemetery, the
elms and oaks turn shades of gold
and brown. It’s the roses that contribute blazing red, yellow and or-

ange leaves. We’ve been especially
impressed with the fall colors of
“Silver Moon”, one of which is on
the east side of Laburnum Avenue,
in plot 534. The leaves of many of
the Gallicas, Damasks and Polyanthas also contribute warm colors.
Winter is the best time to see hips,
in all their variety. They range from
(Continued on page 5)
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Winter Tasks
Winter is here and as you read
this issue, you’ll see that winter
projects are well underway in the
Cemetery’s Rose Garden. What
better way to cheer yourself than
by joining in to help ready the
roses for spring?

send an email
message to verlaine@inreach.
com so your
email can be
added.

Okay, I’ll admit it, the biggest job
at this time is pruning—and it’s
pretty big. If you come out on a
Wednesday or Saturday mornings (or both!) and join the team,
you’ll find friends, fun, beauty and
roses in need of TLC. Even if
you come only once, you’ll have
the satisfaction of seeing the results of your efforts in the spring
when the blooming season begins. (See below for more)

editorial
One of my personal frustrations is
lack of feedback. I would really
like to know who’s reading this
newsletter and what you like and
don’t like about it. It’s also time to
update our mailing list (see p. 4).
Please include your email address
if you have one. We can then let
you know about upcoming events,
meetings and activities in a timely
fashion—this newsletter is published quarterly, after all, and
“news” can get old very quickly.
Contributions, complaints, greetings:
verlaine@inreach.com or call me at 6856634.
Judy Eitzen

Top Ten Reasons to Prune In The Rose Garden
by Anita Clevenger

“The roses greatly
outnumber the
volunteers...

1. The roses greatly outnumber the volunteers, and we
need help.
2. You can work on roses that
have grown to their natural
shape and size.
3. You will learn a lot about
pruning heritage roses.
4. It’s satisfying to watch an
overgrown bush take shape
5. The cemetery is atmospheric and beautiful in the
winter.
6. It’s a great spot to watch
birds and squirrels.

7. Your fellow volunteers are an
amiable, lively group.
8. Fresh air and natural light are
the best way to combat winter
blues.
9. You can learn as much as you
like about old roses.
10.The roses greatly outnumber
the volunteers, and we need
help
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Pruning and Cleanup, Cont.
(Continued from page 1)

ready been pruned by a volunteer.
Barbara Oliva and Anita Clevenger are
heading up this project and one or the
other (often both) will be on hand on
Wednesday and Saturdays by 10 a.m.
Pruning Clinics
Barbara Oliva will conduct pruning
training sessions at 10 a.m. on Saturdays in January and February for those
who want to learn more about pruning
your favorite roses—or those in the
Cemetery. Please call Barbara (4432146) or email if you are interested: boliva@macnexus.com.
This has become a rather large job as
there are now nearly 500 roses in the
garden, and Anita Clevenger has agreed
to take on the management of work on
the plants. Despite a broken arm, she
continues to keep the maintenance
chores moving.

New Plant Labels
Anita is also working with an Eagle
Scout candidate to prepare new labels
for all the roses in the Heritage Rose
Garden section of the Old City Cemetery. She hopes to have labels prepared
and installed that visitors can use to
identify plants as they tour the garden.
The labels will also have an identifier
to assist visitors to locate plots where
individuals are buried.

Don’t forget
warm clothing
and sturdy shoes
and gloves, some
of those prickles
are deadly!

One of the new “traditions” for those
working in the Garden on Wednesday
or Saturday mornings has become
“Taylor Time.” Around noon, when
volunteers are ready, we all adjourn to
Taylor’s on Riverside Blvd. for a cup of
wonderful coffee or tea and a favorite
nosh. This local coffee house provides
a friendly, neighborhood ambience and
has become a favorite.

Photo ID Project
by Judy Eitzen

A new project to inventory the roses
in the Historic Rose Garden, particularly the found roses which make up
an important part of the collection got
its start in late October.
Under the guidance of Barbara Oliva
the Historic Rose Garden has grown
into one of California’s premiere sites
for the preservation of found roses.
These roses have been rescued from
sites in gold-rush era cemeteries, old
farm-houses and city lots, often just
before the properties, and the roses

have been razed. Many roses have been
identified, but are no longer in commerce or readily available.
The found roses have had ‘Study
Names’ assigned, such as “24th Avenue
Smoothie”, and “Half Moon Bay Yellow”. While the type of rose has been
noted, specific characteristics have not.
That’s begun to change.
More than a dozen volunteers assembled one rainy October day to begin
(Continued on page 4)

...roses have been
rescued from sites
in gold-rush era
cemeteries, old
farm houses and
city lots...
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ID Project, cont.
(Continued from page 3)

...there will be a
complete record
of each rose...

preparing identification
charts. The group included several rose lovers
from outside the Sacramento area as well as
Rose Garden ‘regulars’.
Working with The Field
Report of Rose Characteristics, written by Judy

This project identifies these characteristics, specific
to each rose, plus stipules, prickle type, brachts and
sepals. Such identifiers will show the differences
among similar roses found in different locales.
Each rose will be categorized in both fall and spring
so that all characteristics can be recorded including
those from bud to bloom to hip, from new growth
of leaflets to mature leaves, prickles and canes.

Dean, Lynne Storm
& Bev Vierra, we began to identify characteristics of some of
these roses.

When concluded, there will be a complete record of
each rose in the Historic Rose Garden—at least
that’s the goal, though it will take more than a full
year’s work. Information will be placed in a database to be shared with rosarians around the US
(and the world) who are attempting to identify roses
found in their areas.

In addition, a complete photographic
record will be made for each plant. The sample at left
shows part of the card for “Cerise Cup” with bloom,
leaves, stems and hips all clearly depicted.

If you wish to assist with this fascinating project,
please call Barbara Oliva at 443-2146; there will be
more Plant ID days coming in the spring.

Rose Named For Barbara
by Judy Eitzen
Paul Barden, proprietor of The Uncommon Rose,
has developed a new rose he is naming for Barbara Oliva. The Uncommon Rose is a well-known
nursery and source of antique roses in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Paul has studied with
Ralph Moore and specializes in miniature roses.
He’s an active breeder of new roses; bringing
several to commerce each year. If you’ve ever
grown one of his, you know it’s a heavy bloomer
on very sturdy stock.
Paul has selected one of his new roses to be
named for Barbara in recognition of her long-

standing and continuing work with antique
roses in general and with those found throughout California and safely propagated and
planted in our Historic City Cemetery specifically.
The rose to be named for Barbara is a moss,
naturally (as moss roses are Barbara’s favorites)
and is a deep pink in color. Even though it is a
modern rose (indeed, brand-new!) I believe that
it would be appropriate to add it to the Cemetery’s garden when it is available.
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Early Winter, cont.
(Continued from page 1)

tiny little berries on the Polyanthas
and species roses, to fat round globes
on the Teas, to “flagon” shapes on
the Damasks.

It’s a beauty, with red stems, graceful
growth and slightly nodding flowers.
If it looks just as good in the warmer
months, we will propagate it next year.

Roses are in bloom in the cemetery
every day of the year. We just pruned
a “found” Hybrid Perpetual, “White
HP from Bayview,” lamenting that we
cut off so many blossoms and buds in
the process.

What else is blooming right now?
Polyanthas, of course. Some of the
Teas and Chinas, too. Harsher magenta colors that seem garish under a
hot Sacramento sun are almost muted
on a misty winter day. The white colors are less glaring, too, and colors no
longer fade.

Because there are fewer roses competing for our attention, we really notice
the ones that are bravely blooming in
the fog and chill. In December, this
HP has pink-tinged buds which open
to large, barely double ivory blossoms
with a peach-blushed center reminiscent of the floribunda ‘French Lace.’

“...we can really
notice the ones
that are bravely
blooming in the
fog and chill.”

Much as I look forward to the spring
glory of our garden, there’s a subtle
beauty in the winter that might not be
apparent on a quick drive through.
Come take a walk in the garden, and
you will probably see it, too.

Planning Meeting—January 16
Preliminary planning for the
Open Garden scheduled for
April 16, 2005 has begun. The
next meeting will be held on
Saturday, January 15 at 2 p.m.
in the Archives Building at the
Old City Cemetery. (The Archives is the small chapel located near the center of the
cemetery.)
This year’s event will include a
plant sale, a raffle of roserelated items, and several tours
as well as an opportunity to
meet and greet and talk roses
with like-minded people.

There are several projects that
need volunteers and we hope to
finalize tasks and activities at this
meeting.
One thing we’d like to do this
year is conduct a series of tours
in the garden, each with a different focus. Tours might include
a tour of found roses, a “how to
grow these roses good” tour, a
photographing roses tour, or
one describing the Plant ID project. Another possibility might
be a tour discussing the history
& commerce of specific roses.

It’s very rewarding to show off
our garden for others, so if you’re
interested in helping to plan and
conduct a tour, or helping with
other event activities, please attend the meeting. (We’ll also be
pruning at 10 a.m. that morning,
so come on by.)
If you wish to participate and cannot attend, please notify Barbara
Oliva (443-2146) or Judy Eitzen
(685-6634).
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Please Update Your
Information
Please email to Judy
Eitzen at with your
name, address, phone
and email.
Send it to
verlaine@inreach.com
Please include your
feedback—”I can’t fix it
if I don’t know it’s
broke.”

Quick Garden Tip:
Humus
Rose Quote
Regardless of soil type, most can
benefit from the inclusion of humus—all the garden books say
so. But what, exactly, is humus
and what does one do with it?
Humus takes various forms such
as well rotted manure, compost,
or peat.
Depending on the
makeup of your soil, roses can be
planted in humus directly or you
can mix it with your soil.
When bare-root roses appear in
nurseries, it’s time to add
amendments to your soil.

There must be many
exceptions to a general rule in gardening.
Advice given for one
place is not suitable to
another but this one
can say with absolute
truth, that on a poor
soil, such as falls to
the lot of many, it is
unwise, expensive,
and brings certain disappointment, to lay a
poor foundation.
E. T. Cook, Gardens of
England, 1911

