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This year’s Open Garden event on
April 17 at the Historic City Cemetery was combined with a two-day
Heritage Rose Group symposium
that began the day before. More
than 200 visitors appeared Saturday
to enjoy the Rose Garden. Forty
individuals signed up for the twoday symposium which was declared
a success by all who attended.
Sales of roses, goodies and roserelated items, combined with a raffle, generated $932.50 in direct support of the garden. Plants for the
sale and raffle were donated by B &
B Nursery, Vintage Gardens and
Albert Crepeau. The raffle was coordinated by Ann Mansker.

A warm March, followed by a rainy
period at the beginning of April,
peaked the garden a week or two
earlier than normal, and it looked
great for the day of the event. The
mild weather held and volunteers
conducted tours of the roses, a photographic tour and with so many
visitors being symposium attendees,
held many several discussions about
the roses.
The symposium began on Friday
with a bus tour of local gardens featuring roses. We visited the Bramson Home in midtown with it’s period garden. Dry Creek Ranch in
Rio Linda includes a small rose gar(Continued on page 3)

Rose Garden Party
Barbara Oliva
Active Rose Garden Volunteers are
invited to attend a planning gettogether on Thursday, July 15 at
6:00 p.m. It will be at Joan Darke’s,
940 Inez Way. Please RSVP to Barbara Oliva at 443-2146; a hosted
dinner will be served.
We’re going to celebrate our successful spring events and talk about
plans for upcoming activities for the

Rose Garden. We’ll include a discussion of ways to accomplish tasks
needed to maintain this important
community resource.
Barbara Oliva took the lead to get
the garden planted, organized and
developed over several years. Volunteers have come and gone as the
Rose Garden has grown beyond one
(Continued on page 2)
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Priorities, Priorities
This issue I’m going to grumble about
priorities. In my world, it seems as if
there’s never enough time. I work full
time and seem to have at least one evening meeting each week; one recent
week I was out four nights in a row.
Whew!
In my garden, there’s always something
else that needs doing and at home, of
course, “woman’s work is never…” well,
you know the rest. The only way to get
through all this is to set priorities.
Sounds simple enough, but who gets to
decide what comes first? Me? Not usually. If the dry cleaning is ready to pick
up on Tuesday, guess what I’m doing
after work on Tuesday.
I was particularly hard pressed this
spring with a (really great) class at Consumnes River College that sucked up
HUGE amounts of time and messed up
most of my prioritizing.
Now the class if over and I thought my
frustration had ended, but it has only be-

editorial
gun. I can’t decide how to prioritize all
the stuff I put off all spring! Give me a
break!
Okay, there are some garden tasks that
should be done right away; deadheading,
fertilizing, weeding and daily watering.
Next, there are a few small house jobs;
paint a windowsill, repair a door hinge,
etc. But if they’ve waited this long, a
short time longer won’t hurt, right? What
about sorting out summer and winter
clothes? Emptying out that catch-all
drawer in the kitchen? I need to shop for
AC filters, replace a dead coffee pot and
find someone to prune a tree. At this
rate, I’m lucky if the cat box gets sorted
out regularly (and it’s not my job).
Maybe what I really need is an afternoon
in the hammock with lemonade and a
good book. Right where I can smell the
roses. Yes.
Contributions, complaints, greetings:
verlaine@inreach.com or call me at 6856634.
Judy Eitzen

Rose Garden Party, cont.
(Continued from page 1)

person’s ability to coordinate all activities. It’s going to take a number of us to
keep it growing (and going).

Call 443-2146
By July 10
This is a plea for your time at a fun event. More important, your ideas are
to reserve your needed. We’ll be talking about:
fall 2004
place at the dinner •• Propagation
Garden maintenance
& meeting to be • Newsletter and website
held on July 15. • Rose garden events including the Open Garden for 2005 (April 16) and the
•

Heritage Rose Foundation and Celebration of Roses May 12-16, 2005.

All suggestions, ideas and offers to help are welcomed.
Please plan to come to Joan’s on July 15. A hosted dinner will be served as we
celebrate our successes and plan for the future.
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Open Garden 2004, Cont.
(Continued from page 1)

den maintained by the Rio Linda/
Elverta Histocial Society and we
had a picnic lunch on the grounds.
After lunch, we visited the historic
Rusch Home in Citrus Heights with
its many old roses and mini roses.
The tour concluded with stops at
two private gardens graciously open
for the day; the Wooten’s garden in
Orangevale and the Schweissenger
garden in Arden Park.

“Where Do We Go From Here?” at
Friday night’s session. On Saturday,
Fred Boutin described the importance of, “Rosa Gigantea and Hybrids—It’s Contribution in Breeding.”
Bill Grant gave a talk entitled, “Early
Hybrid Teas” in which he described
some of the oldest of this very popular group. The symposium concluded with a panel of all the speakers answering audience questions.
Our hardworking volunteers took ex-

Speakers for the symposium included John Whittlesey of Canyon
Creek Nursery on “Perennials for
Year Long Color.” John also had a
number of the perennials he discussed for sale at the Rose Garden
on Saturday. Barbara Oliva gave a
presentation on the Rose Garden,

tra effort this year to ensure that the Rose Garden looked it’s
best (pruning, cleaning, weeding) and that the Symposium and
Open Garden were successful events. Volunteers included Barbara Oliva (Chair), Sherri Berglund, Fred Boutin, Jamie Bryant,
Anita Clevenger, Joan Darke, Judy Eitzen, Julie Kelts, Michael
Larmer, David Morese, Kathleen Nartuhi, Lonnie Ratzlaff, and
Michelle Santoro. Many thanks to all!

Come To Your Senses
Juliet was right when she said, “A
rose by any other name would
smell as sweet.” In Shakespeare’s
time, all roses smelled sweet. Most
modern roses don’t. We’ve never
forgotten that roses are supposed
to smell good. How many times
have you taken an optimistic whiff
of a beautiful rose, only to be disappointed?
There are still very fragrant modern roses available, but you have
to seek them out. Modern hybridizers have focused on color, large
blooms, and disease resistance.
Fragrance is a recessive trait, eas-

Anita Clevenger
ily lost during cross-breeding.
The American Rose Society (ARS) established the James Alexander Gamble Fragrance Award in 1961 to recognize fragrant new
roses. It’s pretty telling that only eleven roses have won, although
well over 100 roses have received other ARS prizes over the same
time period. The Gamble Award has been given to two of my favorites. “Double Delight“ is a cream and red beauty that smells
like heaven. “Angel Face” has ruffled, lavender petals, compact
growth and a strong, spicy perfume. I don't know why they haven't' recognized my favorite modern rose, “Mister Lincoln, ”
which will fill a room with an intoxicating perfume, and has saucer-sized, long-stemmed, velvety crimson blossoms.
For fragrance, you really can't beat the old garden roses. For the
last year and a half, I've spent most Wednesdays, and many Saturdays, helping to maintain the Historic Rose Garden. It's nice to
prune in the winter, when it's cool and easy to stick to the task at
(Continued on page 5)
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Smith’s Garden
Known as the “City of Trees”,
Sacramento has long been
home to gardens, gardeners
and growers. For well over a
century, others have done what
we do today in caring for our
roses.
One such man was Anthony
Preston Smith, native of Vermont. Pooling resources with
29 other gold-seekers, he purchased the bark William Joy for
the voyage around Cape Horn.
By the time they disembarked
in San Francisco, Smith remained one of six owners of
the ship, after a nearly continuous round of gambling, buying
and selling of shares in the vessel en route. (but that’s another
story…)
After arriving in Sacramento in
July of 1849, Smith purchased
a tract along the American
River from John A. Sutter at a
reported price of $100 an acre.
His intent was to develop a garden, nursery and orchard and,
within a year of his start in
1850, his vegetable-seed gardens were producing. By 1852
his greenhouse and nursery
plots were producing flowers,
shrubs and trees for transplanting. He pioneered in the production and marketing of the
first fine-quality peaches in
California and the state’s first
raisins. By the late 1850’s he
frequently won awards for his

Judy Eitzen
produce and his establishment was
known throughout the state.
His acreage was considered to be
on high ground and had escaped
the big flood of 1852 and other
floods in the 1850’s. In January
1862, however, the American
River flooded the entire area (from
CSUS to Alhambra Street). The
flood swept away his house and
many work sheds and washed away
some 500 feet of the property
along the river. Nearly all fruit
trees were killed with silt covering
the orchards and gardens. Despite
Smith’s courage to rebuild and replace, the property was never the
same and in 1871, after damage
from yet another flood, the establishment survived only on a small
scale.
The California State Agricultural
Society’s Visiting Committee
wrote a description of the gardens
in 1858. In part:
…His place contains 90 acres, twenty
of which are devoted exclusively to the
growing of vegetable seeds for the
trade, about six to buildings and pleasure-grounds, and the remainder to orchard, vineyard, and nursery…In the
collection are to be found more than
fifteen thousand roses, embracing all
the new and choicest varieties, as well
as the old favorites…
One of the more interesting aspects of their report is the maintenance of the gardens and grounds:
…The soil of this place is of a color

combining in nearly equal parts, yellow of light sand, and the brown of
our dark mold, and is what is generally termed alluvial sand. It is light,
free, easily worked, uniform in character to a great depth, and, with suitable irrigation, very productive… Mr.
S. cultivates, before planting nursery
or orchard, very deep, so as to secure
all the advantages of the sub-soil, but
after his trees are started, being very
desirous to retain their roots in perfection, he uses the most shallow
styles of cultivator, horse-hoe…in the
matter of irrigation, Mr. Smith acts
upon the rational principle that vegetation actually needs a certain
amount of moisture, and if it is not
furnished by Nature…it must be furnished by art, or the growth will be
stinted and unsatisfactory…from and
after about the middle of August, he
allows no watering in his nursery,
thus giving the young wood ample
time to cease growing, and thoroughly ripen, before the earliest frost..
Some of the roses still in trade
today are the same as those
grown by A. P. Smith and other
pioneering nurserymen. Some
roses found in sites around California, rescued, propagated and
planted in the Old City Cemetery Rose Garden may well have
begun as plants in Mr. Smith’s
garden.
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Rose Garden Website Has New Domain
The Rose Garden’s webiste has moved to our new domain, www.cemeteryrose.org. We were
able to obtain the same name as our newsletter and the site was migrated this spring.
At the moment, the website looks much the same as before it moved, but updating is
planned for this summer. Volunteers interested in assisting with this project, please call Judy
Eitzen at 685-6634 or plan to attend the upcoming Dinner and Meeting event on July 15
(page 1).

Come To Your Senses, continued.
(Continued from page 3)

hand. However, nothing can
match working during the
warmer months when the roses
fill the air with rich fragrance.
I am amused by the ladies'
names which many of the roses
bear. I wonder if the women
being so honored had any idea
what tough old broads their
roses would grow to be, with formidable prickles and canes the
thickness of hot dogs. While
struggling to work under one
of them, I'm sometimes rewarded by a lovely scent that
makes all the scratches and
sweat worthwhile.
The Damask fragrance is what
many of us think of as "old rose"
aroma. 'Autumn Damask' is Remontant (rebloooming), which
puts it on my list of roses that I
want to grow at home. The
Damask heritage shows up in
many of the Moss Rose fragrances, and complements the
resiny odor that the "mossy"
glands exude. We worked hard
at getting the Moss Rose

'William Lobb' up on a structure
last winter, and he bloomed magnificently and fragrantly in return. The Damask heritage also
shows through the Bourbons,
which are often mentioned when
people are writing about their favorite fragrant roses. Many of
the Hybrid Perpetuals are fragrant, too. Some of our found
Hybrid Perpetuals, "Barbara's Pasture Rose," "Aunt Sally" ('Joasine
Hanet') and "Pena Cabbage," can
be whiffed a yard away, and lure
passers-by to come bury their
faces in their flowers. To me,
China roses don't often have
much scent, and the Tea Rose fragrant is often too light. However, the famous Tea Rose,
'Duchesse de Brabant,' is my favorite. The blossoms smell, indeed, like the finest of teas. Rosa
eglanteria, Shakespeare's fabled eglantine of The Midsummer Night's
Dream, has deliciously greenapple scented foliage. No wonder
its common name is Sweet Briar!
When working in the cemetery, I
often rub the leaves just so that I
can carry its scent around on my

fingers.
In the twenty-first century, hybridizers are once again breeding new roses for their perfume. I think that David Austin started the trend, as he
worked to combine old rose
fragrance with modern rose
vigor, shrub-like growth and
remontancy. Now, many of
the new roses being introduced
are touted as having a "strong”
fragrance. If selecting a rose
for your garden, check out the
fragrance personally before
buying. It's said that no two
people perceive scent alike.
You may not like, or even notice, an aroma that everyone
else praises.
Aromatherapy has been all the
rage recently. Perfumed bath
products and candles are marketed as stress-relievers. Who
needs to spend money on candles or soaps when you could
stop and smell the roses?
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Perks
Historic Rose Garden volunteers receive more benefits than one might
think. Not only are volunteers able
to spend time working on a project
that benefits the entire community,
they get to spend time learning
about roses with others interested in
antique roses, their history and horticulture. Volunteers are good company! Volunteers are the first to try
growing roses from the Rose Garden
in home gardens. Join in!

Quick Garden Tip:
Roses in Containers
Roses can be successfully grown in
containers by following a few simple rules:
• Need a large enough container:
at least 20” wide by 16” deep.
• Container needs drainage hole.
• Place bits of broken pot at bottom and cover w/a layer of
damp peat to prevent soil blocking drainage hole.
• Use good quality potting soil.
• Deep watering is essential;
never let the roots dry out.
• Renew the to 4-6” of soil each
year.
• Cut back and prune rose every
third year to keep size small.

Each Morn a
thousand Roses
brings, you say;
Yes, but where
leaves the Rose
of Yesterday?

The Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayam

