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Some tenacious (read stubborn,
dogged and determined) volunteers
continue to research the origins of
some of California’s roses. Where
did the roses we rustled come from,
anyway? In the December 2008
issue of this newsletter, our initial
foray into the search for the origin
of “Vina Banks” began and it continues to lead us in a variety of directions…though, unfortunately as
yet, not to the origin of “Vina
Banks” .*
We have learned and read many
very interesting tales of plants and
plant finders and early plant experiments carried out by government
agents, universities, private hybridizers and amateur rose growers.

by Judy Eitzen

We have explored several library
archives and searched through digital records on line and found old
nursery catalogs and lists of plants
in experimental gardens. There is a
surprisingly large amount of historical information available via the
internet.
As with any research effort, we have
learned that it’s not easy – though
the internet makes it relatively easy
to locate source materials, they still
must be examined page by page (if
online or in person) to determine
usefulness. For those interested
enough to conduct your own research, here is some of the knowledge we have gained.
(Continued on page 3)

Rose Garden Events & Cemetery Garden Tours
by Judy Eitzen

Open Garden
April 17, 2010

Roses are golden
Ferns are green
But Roses are the
ones
On which I am keen!

September 12

September 26

Cemetery Volunteer Appreciation
Ice Cream Social. Fireman’s plot at
3 p.m. All Rose Garden volunteers
are invited; RSVP to Sharon Patrician at 448-0811.

Rose Propagation Clinic – Kathryn
Mackenzie and Janelle Michel – 10
a.m. in the Rose Garden.

September 19
What’s Blooming in the Cemetery
Tour – Carol Nelson – 10 a.m at the
front gate.

October 10
What’s Blooming in the Rose Garden Tour - Bill Harp – 10 a.m. at
the front gate.
(Continued on page 4)
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Editorial Title
Gardening friends have often asked me,
“What’s your favorite time of year?” My
answer might well be, “Spring because the
roses are so beautiful.” That’s certainly a
great time in the Rose Garden and the primary time for rosy events and celebrations.

Roses are
white
Buttercups
yellow
Some people
say
I’m a clever
fellow

“...rose blooms
are often more
brilliantly colored
and more
intensely fragrant
than in the
spring.”

editorial
mer, shorter days and longer nights make it
bearable. When it’s hard to look through
summer’s glare at leaves beginning to dry
out and when even well-watered lawns appear parched, fall begins to take hold.

However, the answer could just as easily
be summer with its warm days, cool evenings and full, full blossoms and petals
showering the ground.

Somehow when the leaves begin to fall—in
the Rose Garden and elsewhere—plants
look cooler, the air is milder, my allergies
ease off and I start looking for bright hips on
the spent roses.

There’s something special about autumn
with deeper colors, heavy rose fragrances
and cool, soft days. Even winter has bright
spots with some roses blooming all year,
bright hips and red stems standing out on
gray rainy days.

Of course, I will tire of cool days, falling
leaves and drooping fall roses and then it
will be time for winter to come raining in and
I’ll dig out my long gloves, knitted caps and
scarves and sharpen up my pruning shears
ready for my next “favorite” season.

All true, but my really mostest favorite time
of year is each time the seasons change.
Just when I get tired of the heat of sum-

Contributions, complaints, greetings: verlaine@citlink.net or call me at 685-6634.
Judy Eitzen

Maintenance Report
At this time of year, Rose Garden
Maintenance seems to consist primarily
of deadheading, although over the summer, diseases have been treated, pests
controlled and general cleanup of plots
and plants has taken place.
Some plants are so prolific that deadheading one entire rose can take a couple of hours. During our summer
Deadheading at Dusk “parties,” this
was not like real work, but fun. (It
seemed as if Roseville Noisette had at
least 1,000 blooms to be removed from
that relatively small plant, but it might
have been just imagination…)
Volunteers are now focused on propagation of roses for next spring’s open
garden and somehow, cutting away
promising canes for propagation often

leads to a general cleanup of the plant.
Come September and the autumnal
equinox (yes, it’s that time again),
shorter days will diminish the frying effects of the Sacramento Valley’s super
heat and roses will settle into their fall
bloom period.
Rose Garden volunteers enjoy this time
of year for while the Rose Garden
cleanup continues throughout the fall,
rose blooms are often more brilliantly
colored and more intensely fragrant than
in the spring.
Maintenance Manager Anita Clevenger
will be moving some plants to more advantageous spaces in the fall. If you have
a suggestion along thses lines, please see
Anita.
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Rose Research Cont.
(Continued from page 1)

First, for botanical information about
California, a good place to start is the
California State Library online catalog
(Melvyl) which also lists items owned
by the University of California and the
California State University System.
Because much of what we’re looking
into is archival, one must then visit the
institution and examine records, books
and papers on site.
This can tempt the researcher into an
interesting series of road trips – visiting
places with these collections (Berkeley,
Chico, San Marino, even Washington
D.C.) sounds like fun, if expensive.
As for the Internet, surprisingly there
are full text copies scanned by Google
of a number of early documents. One
example is the USDA Bureau of Plant
Industry’s Inventory of Seeds and
Plants Imported by the Office of Foreign Plant and Seed Introduction
from April to June, 1912. This is one
of a series of bulletins that were compiled periodically as new plants were
located and grown in the U.S.
From the same source we learned that
the University of California had a
plant experimental station (in Davis)
and that some of their early documents
have also been scanned and available
online. Who knew that Google is
more than just a search engine!

The Book of Roses, by Frances Parkman (Boston, J.E. Tilton, 1866) is one
of these. The scanned copy is owned
by the Arnold Arboretum (Harvard
University) which figured prominently

in early plant introductions and experiments. The section on propagation
sounds almost as if it was written today
instead of nearly 150 years ago.
Research can also lead to very interesting
trails of information and the second important fact is that one’s search will (not
may, but will) lead to a variety of trails,
each of which will tempt the researcher
to follow along. One example: when we
visited Rana Ranch to look for roses last
summer, it led this researcher to examine
records of early California stage lines as a
stage coach station is located on the site.
That led me to examine records of early
roads through the gold country after
which I wandered (figuratively) through
towns were founded here and not there
along the routes, etc. etc. None of which
information had to do with learning
about the roses, but the trail was fascinating in itself. I would almost suggest that
historical research be carried out by a
researcher not interested in history –
that would keep one focused. Okay,
dumb idea.

...for botanical
information about
California, the place
to start is the
California State
Library online
catalog...

An unexpected side effect is that you run
into like-minded people. Perhaps they’re
not looking into exactly the same topic,
but are interested in related topics and
often in the research process itself.
Where to next? Who knows?
________________________________
* Ed note: of course we realize that it
may very well be a chance seedling, but
we’re hoping for something more definitive…jve.

Want to learn more about plant history?
Check out the titles on page 7 of this newsletter...

Roses are orange
For this there’s no
rhyme,
Perhaps someday
I’ll find one, given
time.
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Events, con’t.
(Continued from page 1)

October 17
What’s Blooming in the Cemetery Tour – 10 a.m.
at the front gate.

November 21
Fall Color in the Rose Garden – Anita Clevenger
– 10 a.m. at the front gate.

December 5
Rose Pruning Techniques – 10 a.m. in the Rose
Garden (NOTE: a second pruning clinic will be
held in early January; check the website for dates.)
Propagation Clinic
2008
Kathryn and Janelle show how it’s done.

January 23, 2010
Rose Garden Pruning Party – 10 a.m. in the Rose
Garden. (Rain date, January 30.)

April 17, 2010
Open Garden 2010

At our July meeting we decided on a regular meeting date
for Rose Garden Volunteers. We will meet on the 2nd Saturday at 11 a.m. in the Rose Garden. When the weather is
inclement, we’ll find an indoor venue.
(NOTE: The September 12 meeting has been moved to
Kathryn’s home and rescheduled for 12 p.m. due to the
volunteer event on the same day.)

Roses grow on bushes
And some bloom on a vine
But every one is beautiful
No matter what the kind!
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Weeds, Weeds, Weeds, - Now’s The Time
Our gardens are plagued with many weeds that get
in the way of garden aesthetics. The University of
California Integrated Pest Management website
helps to identify weeds and suggests methods for
mitigating these pervasive pests in a way that is lethal to the weed and friendly to the rest of the environment. The website can be found at:
www.ipm.ucdavis.edu.
Though we work all spring and summer dealing
with these pesky plants, fall is generally garden
clean-up time. We know it’s time to finish harvesting vegetables, clean up fallen leaves, cut out dead
branches and the like, and it’s also time to rid gardens of common weeds. If you can get them before they set seed, you’ll have a much easier time
next spring; if you can’t, removing the weed and its
detritus may at least reduce the number of weeds
returning in the spring.
California’s most common weeds fall into three
main categories:
Broadleaf weeds – name says it all; leaves are
broad with prominent veins. Some examples: Persian speedwell, Common chickweed, Shepherd’s-purse, Common groundsel, Common sowthistle, Mustards, Fiddlenecks, Yellow starthistle, Burning nettle,
Naiads, Mistletoe, etc.
Grasses – Leaves are paired and narrow. Some
examples: Bermudagrass, Johnsongrass,
Dalisgrass, Foxtail Barley, Quackgrass, Junglerice, Foxtail, Fall panicum, Crabgrass,
Goosegrass, and others.
Sedges – Narrow leaves in sets of three with
triangular stems. Examples: Green kyllinga, Nutsedge, etc.
Some gardens also have invasive cattails, but they
are pretty much limited to riparian or wetland areas.

by Judy Eitzen

Pat Schink has been tracking weeds in the Rose
Garden and has reminded volunteers to watch for a
couple of toxic ones which require care when removed: Poison Hemlock and Common Pokeweed.
Poison Hemlock contains poisonous alkaloids in all
parts of the plant and Common Pokeweed is similarly toxic, especially in the root of the plant. As
she recommends, when removing any suspected
toxic plant, care should be taken; wear gloves and
clothing that covers your skin to avoid contact dermatitis. When you’ve finished weeding, remove
and wash all outer clothing and gloves – hose off or
otherwise clean shoes as possible. Take a thorough
shower; wash your hair if needed. It’s best to leave
removing these weeds (or any toxic garden chore
such as applying pesticide) as the final chore. That
way, potential toxicity won’t be transferred to clean
tools, plants or skin.
New weeds are showing up all the time. A recent
California Invasive Plant Inventory compilation
(2007) lists nine weeds new to California, invading
from outside the state. Native weeds are bad
enough, but non-native weeds are often more difficult to control or eradicate as they can crowd out
both native weeds and native plants.

Nutsedge—
showing nutlets
below ground.

Look over your garden and be prepared to take out
these pests now for a weed-free (or weed less) garden in spring.
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Update on Bees
Dr. Gordon Frankie of the University of
California, Berkeley has completed three
years of an ongoing study on native bee
populations in urban areas throughout
California.
One of the sites being studied is the Perennial Plant Garden in the Cemetery.

A female solitary bee (Svasta obliqua expurgata) on
purple coneflower (Echinacea pupurea).

Those interested in the results of the
study can read all about it beginning on
page 113 in the current issue of California
Agriculture (July-Sept, 2009). The periodical is available online at
http://californiaagriculture.ucanr.org.

Mysterious Gardens and Gardeners
After a long day’s garden clean-up or
when the rain is too cold and clammy
to stay long in the garden, it’s time to
curl up with a good book. And what
reading better suits a gardener than a
garden mystery? As stated by Royal
Horticultural Society member Avon
Curry in Murder Ink, "Gardeners
and crime writers have quite a lot in
common, not the least that they are
both fond of a good plot." (Dilys
Winn, 1977 Workman Publishing
Co., NY.)
Crime writers often look out over that
backyard garden and see a not a place
to grow more roses, but a good place
to dispose of the body. Gruesome
gardeners have a good excuse to purchase potentially toxic chemicals and
often own heavy spades with which to
clout unsuspecting victims. Sometimes it’s the crime-solvers who spend
time gardening.

by Judy Eitzen

Mysterious gardeners have been
around since 1868 when British police
officer, Sergeant Cuff’s passion for
roses nearly overshadowed his passion
for crime-solving in Wilkie Collins’

The Moonstone.
In the 20th century, probably the most
well known gardener cum detective
appeared with all his eccentricities; the
infamous Nero Wolfe. He first surfaced in Rex Stout’s Fer-de-Lance
(1934) and tended his rooftop orchids
from 9 to 11 a.m. regardless of whatever crime awaited downstairs.
Agatha Christie’s well-loved Jane Marple could be found listening through
the fence while tending her garden to
learn whatever suspicious fellow villagers discussed on the other side.
Today, a number of popular writers
have continued the genre, some with
continuing series in the manner of
(Continued on page 7)
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Garden mysteries, cont
(Continued from page 6)

Rex Stout and Agatha Christie, and others appearing as single novels. Here are a few worth digging
up.
Susan Wittig Albert‘s China Bayles, a former fasttrack lawyer, is the proprietor of an herbal shop in
Pecan Springs Texas. Her first outing, The Thyme
of Death, (1993) was nominated for the Agatha
Christie award and set her style of centering each
plot on a different herb.
A series of books authored by Julie Wray Herman,
features Three Dirty Women; a professional landscaping company owned by the three sleuths. The
series begins with Three Dirty Women and the
Garden of Death, (2000) in which the body of a
philandering husband is unearthed from beneath a
client’s azaleas.
Emma Lathan got in to the greenhouse in 1982
with her Green Grow the Dollars in which a garden
catalog company is forced to mulch its spring issue
as a rival firm lays claim to a patent on a miracle
tomato plant. This may be the only mystery featuring competitive plant geneticists along with a good
old-fashioned murder.
Charlotte MacLeod’s botanical series centers on
Peter Shandy, a professor at a small New England
college. The co-developer of a famous rutabaga, he
is adept at unearthing the agricultural clue to rural

mysteries -- such as a manure pile used as a murder
weapon. He first appears in Rest You Merry (1979)
in which he gives in to pressure to illuminate his
home for an annual fundraiser by festooning it with
plastic reindeer, loud music and way too many lights.
Short story lovers will dig Cynthia Manson’s collection, Garden of Deadly Delights (1996). Amid the
lush beauty of a garden setting, everything’s coming
up roses or turning up corpses. The 19 tales feature
Agatha Christie (poison in the garden), Ruth
Rendell (flesh-eating houseplant), and Edward D.
Hoch who writes of a gypsy detective and a treasure
buried in a castle garden.
Ann Ripley’s series features Louise Eldridge who has
blossomed from a statesman's wife and party hostess
into her first mystery, Mulch (1994), in which body
parts turn up in the bags of grass clippings and leaves
that she has collected from various homes in the area
to use in her organic garden.

The Dancing Floor (1999) is a terrific suspense story
by a master of the English country mystery, Barbara
Michaels. Heather Tradescant, embarks on the tour of
English country gardens that she and her family had
planned before her parents died in a car crash. She discovers the ruins of a 17th-century garden, and meets Frank
Karim, a mysterious millionaire who plans to restore the
garden. Strictly romantic suspense and a cozy read rounds
out this short list of fun fiction for a rainy non-gardening

Early Plant History—A Few Books to Examine
♦

Frank N. Meyer: Plant Hunter in Asia by Isabel Shipley Cunningham, Iowa State University Press, Ames, Iowa, 1984

♦

The Global Migrations of Oranmental Plants: How the World
Got Into Your Garden by Judith M. Taylor, Missouri Botanical

Roses are pink,
Marigolds stink.
But that’s enough
Of that, I think!

Garden, St. Louis MO, 2009
♦

♦

The Fruit Hunters: A Story of Nature, Adventure, Commerce
and Obsession by Adam Leith Gollner, Scribner, New York, NY,

Roses, Roses

2008

composed by

Flower Hunters by Mary Gribbin and John Gribbin, Oxford University Press, Oxford, England, 2008

Dorothy Hamby
(Judy’s Mom)
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Judy Eitzen
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 3, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624

WE’RE ON THE WEB
www.cemeteryrose.org

Quick Garden Tip:

Perks
Historic Rose Garden volunteers receive more benefits than one might
think. Not only are volunteers able to
spend time working on a project that
benefits the entire community, they get
to spend time learning about roses with
others interested in antique roses, their
history and horticulture. Volunteers
are good company! Volunteers are the
first to try growing roses from the Rose
Garden in home gardens. Join in!

Test For The Best
Test your soil’s acidity/alkalinity for
best results. pH is a measure of
acid-base balance and uses a
scale of 1 to 14. 1 is extremely
acid; 7 is neutral and 14 is extremely basic (alkaline). Most
roses grow well within a soil pH of
5.5 to 7, with 6.5 pH being ideal.
A pH of 6.5 is the point at which
nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium are most readily available to
the roses.
Invest in a soil testing kit by visiting your local nursery. It will be
worth the cost.

Garden quote
ala Jeff Foxworthy:
You might be a
redneck gardener
if…
you’ve ever
mowed your lawn
and found a wheelbarrow.

