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ROSE PROPAGATION TIME

In this issue:

On Saturday, September 14 at 10 a.m., Kathryn
Mackenzie will conduct a class on propagating roses.
Kathryn is one of our most successful propagators and
has many techniques and tips to share with those who
want to try their hand
at growing their own
roses. She will demonstrate
specific
techniques using cuttings from our own
collection.

Propagation P 1
Class

The class will be held
in the Historic Rose
Garden and will begin at 10 a.m. Please
park
across
the
street.
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MADE IN THE SHADE
By Anita Clevenger
Conditions in the Historic Rose Garden have changed
over time. The garden's site was selected by Fred Boutin
because there was very little shade (roses generally need
at least six hours of sun a day to perform their best).
However, City staff planted valley oak (Quercus lobata)
trees along the carriageways about twenty years ago,
shortly after the rose garden was established. These trees
are now maturing; their roots are heaving pavement and
plot surrounds and their dense canopies are causing
roses to decline in their shade.

Penelope

In other parts of the garden, we now have more sun. Most of
the rose garden's huge old elm trees have been removed because of disease and decline. It's been interesting to watch the
roses respond. For example, ‘Mutabilis’ was a small plant for
many years. Was it because of the shade from the elms, or because its vigor was reduced by its infection with Rose Mosaic
Virus? After two elm trees were removed, the question was
answered. 'Mutabilis' has more than doubled in size, and
blooms at least twice as much.
(Continued on page 6)
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EDITORIAL

As Labor Day traditionally ends summer vacation
time, we end another summer with the Historic Rose
Garden looking as fine as it ever has; mild weather
(relatively for Sacramento) and lots of volunteer effort has contributed to the late summer beauty.
We’re all looking forward to the Autumn flush with
deeper colors and more intense fragrances.
Now we begin the planning, planting and organizing
for fall events and next spring’s Open Garden. This
annual event has generated more and more visitors
each year and has expanded to include all garden areas in the Cemetery.
We’ve got it down to a pretty well-organized event,
but there’s still a lot of work to be done. The roses we
sell, for example, provide funding to carry on the
maintenance of the garden, irrigation and structures.
This means a number of volunteers propagate and
grow out cuttings from the roses to be sold next
spring. If you are interested in being one of these volunteers, now is the time.
Attend Kathryn Mackenzie’s class on September 14 to
learn the latest techniques and requirements to become an off-site mini-nursery. While I have not
grown as many roses as other volunteers, I find it
gratifying to try my hand at propagating and growing
plants the sales of which will benefit the garden next
spring.
Come join the fun.
Comments, questions, suggestions
Judy Eitzen
verlaine@citlink.net

Events in the Historic Rose
Garden
Deadheading at Dusk
Monday, September 9
6:00 p.m.
Propagation Class
Saturday, September 14
10 a.m.
Fall Color in the Rose Garden Tour
Saturday, November 23
10 a.m.
Rose Pruning Class
Saturday, December 7
10 a.m.

HEADLINE
Pruning
Party
January 18 (rain date Jan 25)
SUB-HEAD. SUB-HEAD.
2014 Open Garden
SUB-HEAD. SUB-HEAD.
Saturday, April 12
9:30—2:00

COMMENTS OVERHEARD IN THE ROSE GARDEN

Anita received a note from a Rose Garden visitor from Long Beach in July. It read:
Hello!
You are doing an incredible job on this historic
site! I am a member of the Orange County Rose
Society. Keep up the good work!
E. Trujillo

Diane Fenster, another visitor who resides in
Pacifica sent an email telling of the success of
our roses grown in her garden on the coast.
See Shady Rose article for details.
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MAINTENANCE REPORT
The garden has done well through a rather odd summer, with mostly below-average temperatures interrupted by a blast of triple-digit days in early July.
Spider mites can suddenly take over in mid-summer
heat, and take over they did during this year's heat
wave. They sucked dry the leaves of R. soulieana
and wreathed its branches in webs. The infestation
is unsightly but the rose responded well to repeated
blasts of water and quickly pushed new growth. We
keep an eye on R. webbiana and “Petite Pink,” both
of which have had mite problems in previous summers. They fared better this year.
If you read old rose books such as Gertrude Jekyll's
Roses for an English Garden, the authors advocate
“syringing” the roses. That term is even used in
some contemporary rose literature. No, they are not
talking about a giant hypodermic needle.
“Syringing” is simply a forceful spray of water to reduce insect pests and some diseases. This simple
remedy is still one of the most effective ways to control mites, aphids, and powdery mildew. It's also one
of the more pleasant ways to spend time on a hot
summer morning. You can knock off dead blossoms
and leaves, reduce dust (which encourages spider
mites), and refresh both the garden and the gardener in the process.
We've been working to clear the walkways and to
trim roses off the monuments. Marty Stroud promised earlier this summer that we'd be able to bowl
down the aisles, and he's just about made that possible. We've asked the Sheriff's crew to continue to
mow and edge the paths, and have received many
compliments from visitors and city staff about how
well the garden is looking.
We have deadheaded many of the more visible repeat-blooming roses. We cut all of the hips off one of
the 'Gloire des Rosomanes' in early August, and will
watch it to see if we get increased repeat blooms and
if the plant sets hips in time for the “Fall Color” tour.
We've left the hips on the other“GdR” plants because they are so decorative.
Companion plants are another key to our garden's
loveliness. They take some added effort, but are
worth it. We planted “Peacock Orchid” in the corner
plot, botanically name Gladiolus callianthus or Acidanthera. The white, sweet-smelling flowers have
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Anita Clevenger
been lovely interspersed with dark red and pink
scabiosa and blue-purple salvia. Japanese aemone is
getting ready to bloom. We've had tall, dark red hollyhocks blooming in a few plots. The Sheriff's crew
has kept the California poppies trimmed back, and
we've been rewarded with more repeat bloom than
ever before. We are now in process of cleaning up
the iris, which looks shabby this time of year. The
crew cut the watsonia to the ground, and green
spiky leaves are already starting to come back.
Weed control efforts are endless. The Sheriff's crew
keeps digging out nutsedge, week after week after
week.
The crew dug out 'De La Grifferaie' in plot 546. It
had been overtaken by seedlings from the nearby R.
canina. They also removed 'Renae' from the south
side of the mausoleum, where reflected heat caused
the rose to continue to die back. We have been reducing some of the big climbing roses in preparation
for fall and winter wind. 'Souvenir de Mme. Leonie
Viennot' had begun to topple its structure. We cut
about two-thirds of the rose back, and straightened
and stabilized the structure with concrete. The rose
looks bare right now, but we left enough old canes to
produce a nice spring bloom on this once-blooming
rose.
We've been babysitting about twenty roses to plant
in the cemetery later this fall. Watch the next newsletter for a list.
All of this work has been done by a hardy few volunteers and crew members. We need more help! Come
join us on Tuesday and Saturday mornings, or at
Deadheading at Dusk on September 9.

YOU CAN HELP
You can help occasionally or regularly – any
contribution of your time will be helpful. If
you are not available on Tuesday or Saturday
and would like to help at other times, let me
know. Email me at anitac5159@gmail.com, or
call my cell at 916-715-7294.
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INTERNATIONAL HERITAGE ROSE CONFERENCE
A very special conference was held in Sangerhausen,
Germany in June with two Historic Rose Garden volunteers in attendance; Anita Clevenger and Judy
Eitzen. Several other rosy friends also attended; all
of us really enjoyed our visit and the conference.
The Europa-Rosarium in Sangerhausen celebrated
110 years in 2013 with this conference and a number
of special events. Views of this amazing garden are
available on their website: http://europarosarium.de/
The international conference, entitled “Collecting,
Identifying and Maintaining Heritage Roses” included a number of lectures, events and tours. One
of the primary focuses of the conference was identification of historic roses through various means:
• Scientific means; Thomas Hawel from Europa
-Rosarium spoke of a creating and maintaining a genetic rose bank, while Great Britain’s
Andrew Roberts talked of using chromosomes
to aid in the identification of historic roses
• Historical information: Hella Brumme and
Eilike Vemmer of Germany spoke about identifying historic roses from ancient rose depictions, Pirjo Rautio spoke about identifying
found roses in Finland and Professor Wang
Guoliang of China spoke of Song Dynasty
roses as depicted in pottery and paintings.

Judy Eitzen

The conference also focused on the development of
certain roses, specifically: British rosarian Charles
Quest-Riston spoke of the popularity of the hybrid
tea which grew from the 19th century preference for
the hybrid perpetual; Patricia Cavallo & Dominique
Massad from France talked of the Nabonnand family
of rose breeders; also from France, Odile Masquelier
spoke of real people for whom roses were named and
Belgian Ann Velle-Boudolf spoke of early breeders of
hybrid musk roses.
We had ample opportunity to tour the grounds of the
Europa-Rosarium, a truly beautiful garden which began in 1903 with approximately 1,000 roses and 110
years later has grown into a collection of more than
17,000 plants. The grounds include a small lake,
ponds, woodland and mixed perennial beds as well as
roses and many specimens of European native trees.
This was my second visit, and I found the gardens as
fascinating as my first visit, eight years ago.

Sangerhausen is a 6th Century town, (with some evidence of Neolithic residence) founded around local
mines and more recently, local breweries. Located in
the federal state of Saxony, Sangerhausen today has
around 23,000 inhabitants. Much of the oldest part
has been preserved with many buildings dating from
the 14th, 15th and 16th centuries.
The conference included dinners, receptions and a
very special concert, held in St. Jacobi’s church, built
between 1457-1542. Johann Sebastian Bach applied
for a position as organist of this church when a young
man—he didn’t get the job, which is another story.
4
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On a very special evening, we heard Bach’s music
played in a very old church where he once played.
Wow! (See steeple in photo to the right.)
A parade was held in the Old Town to kick off the
annual Rose Festival with floats depicting the theme
of weddings and roses. Tours included visits to Kassel (Wilhelmshöle Bergpark), Weimar and Dresden.
This international conference was also an opportunity to reconnect with some of our rose friends from
other countries and talk about our garden. After the
conference Anita and her family visited the Swiss
Alps for some great hiking and I visited London with
friends where we spent time in Kew Gardens,
churches, palaces and other London sights. They
say that travel is broadening; ask Anita and me
about the food we enjoyed and we’ll explain!
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MADE IN THE SHADE, CON’T.
(Continued from page 1)

'Mutabilis' is one of a number of roses that are said
to perform well in less light. It's true that it
bloomed and grew in partial shade, but there is a
difference between “tolerating” conditions and
thriving. There are lists of “shade tolerant” roses on
the internet, in rose books and catalogs. Among
them are Hybrid Musks, many China roses, Albas,
and single or semi-double roses.
Our cemetery garden is a good place to observe
roses that are growing in various amounts of shade.
In the Broadway Bed, 'Mistress Bosanquet' (plot 39)
is almost always in bloom despite the shade of a
large pine tree.
It's next to 'Mme Joseph
Schwartz' (plot 77), which gets a bit more sunlight
but still blooms very well despite fairly dense shade.
Another 'Mme Joseph Schwarz’ (under the found
name of “Williams Family Legacy,” in plot 55)
blooms under an evergreen in almost total shade. In
the East Bed, “Westside Road Cream Tea” (plot 530)
produces huge, fragrant white blooms in the spring
with smaller flowers throughout the year despite a
considerable amount of shade. Other roses blooming well nearby are 'Aimee Vibert' (Plot 538), Hybrid
Musks 'Penelope' and 'Pax' (plot 545) and the single
red China rose, 'Bengal Fire' (plot 530). Another
China rose that blooms nearly constantly despite
very little sun is 'Alice Hamilton' (plot 481).
Hybrid Perpetuals have caught the eye of one of our
cemetery rose sale regulars, Diane Fenster, who gardens in shade and fog in Pacifica on the California
coast. She sent us a wish list of Hybrid Perpetuals,
including “28th and G,” “Eureka Lemon,” “Jay's
Hudson Perpetual,” and “Upper Lake Cemetery
Pink,” which she has observed blooming well in our
garden's shade. On a recent August day, all of these
plants had at least one or two flowers.
Without optimal sun, roses will probably have
fewer, smaller flowers. The plants will probably be
spindly, with thinner, lanky canes and larger leaves.
Roses often grow as understory plants in the wild,
and may bloom riotously once they have clambered
up into the sunlight, even though their roots and
lower canes and leaves are in the shade. Some have
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more problems with diseases such as black spot and
powdery mildew in the shade. Trees cause other
problems for competing garden plants. Their roots
are greedy for space, water and nutrients and may
even produce “phyto-toxic” chemicals that inhibit
growth of surrounding vegetation.
The amount of sun reaching a planting area may
vary throughout the year. Valley oaks are winter
deciduous, so cast
much less shade
from late fall until
mid-spring.
The
angle of the sun
changes throughout the year, too.
Roses in considerable shade in the
summer may get
Archduke Charles
quite a bit of
sunlight in other
seasons. 'E. Veyrat
Hermanos' (plot 422), for example, has a good
spring bloom even though it is heavily shaded by an
oak tree later in the year.
Not all sunlight is equal. Sacramento's sun, coupled
with frequently high temperatures and low humidity, can cause blossoms to scorch, wilt or fade. Some
dark red flowers, such as those on 'Superb Tuscan’ (plot 458), hold up better with partial shade.
Even a China rose like 'Archduke Charles' (plot 453)
will scorch in the sun, and blooms relatively well
sheltered by an oak tree.
We love the big trees and overgrown shrubs in the
cemetery and accept that some spots in the rose garden just aren't sunny enough for our roses. Our garden will continue to change over time. We've moved
some roses to sunnier locations, replacing them with
shade-loving perennials such as Japanese anemones, acanthus and columbine. We've left other
roses that seem to be tolerating their conditions in
place. If you are looking for roses that might do well
in a less-sunny spot in your garden, take a close look
at the shady cemetery roses.
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SPECIAL EVENT—REDOUTÉ AT THE LIBRARY
Many rose devotees think they know a lot about Empress Josephine and her roses. She had the first and
greatest rose garden in Europe at Malmaison, and
single-handedly sparked a rose craze that continued
long after her death. Ships bearing roses that she
had ordered for Malmaison were allowed to travel
from England to France through the blockades of
the Napoleonic War. She employed the greatest botanical artist of all times, Pierre-Joseph Redouté, to
paint her roses, which are immortalized in the collection of engravings known as Les Roses.
The only problem with this common knowledge is
that it's not always exactly true, says Ingrid Verdegem of Belgium, who has been studying roses and
their botanical illustrations for many years. She
shared what she's learned about Redouté's life and
times with a group of 55 rose lovers at the Sacramento Public Library on August 4, 2013 in a talk cosponsored by the Sacramento Historic Rose Garden
and the Library.
Redouté survived incredibly tumultuous times. He
painted in Marie-Antoinette's court. According to

Anita Clevenger

Ingrid, Marie-Antoinette was a rose lover, had many
roses in her gardens and was often portrayed holding a Centifolia-type rose. During the revolution, he
documented new plants for the Revolutionary government. Josephine then became his patron and he
painted many of the plants that she grew during her
life. The idea we rose-lovers generally have of her is
that of a rose collector. She was and she wasn’t, being first and foremost a true plantswoman who collected everything she could get her hands on, and
with the funds provided by her husband, that was a
considerable collection. Two books that unquestionably illustrate the lady’s plants are Aimé Bonpland’s Description des plantes rares cultivées à
Malmaison et à Navarre, 1812-1817 and PierreEtienne Ventenat’s, Jardin de la Malmaison, 18031805. No Roses there.
Meanwhile, Redouté also worked on Les Liliacées,
his best work in Ingrid’s opinion. The book undoubtedly illustrates plants from Josephine’s collection, but not exclusively so.
(Continued on page 9)

SOME SHADY LADIES

Mistress Bosanquet
Mme Joseph
Schwartz
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Alice Hamilton
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CALIFORNIA LADY
One of the most beautiful roses (of course, they’re
all beautiful!) in the Historic Rose Garden is climbing on the south side of the Haymond mausoleum in
the middle of the Broadway Bed. This climbing tea
is ‘Lady Waterlow’ and was introduced in 1902 by
Nabonnand, a French hybridizer working not far
from the rose’s namesake. But that gets us ahead of
the story. This antique rose has a California connection.
Margaret Hamilton of Napa was a leading hostess of
San Francisco society – an heiress who suffered an
unfortunate first marriage to a Boston man who
abandoned her after making off with her inheritance
in just five weeks. That would put most women off
marriage, but Margaret was made of sterner stuff.
She returned to her family in San Francisco and became one of the leading society hostesses of her day.
She was just 33 when she met and immediately fell
in love with a 59-year-old Englishman while visiting
mutual friends in Monterey, California. His name
was Sir Sidney Waterlow, a widower and captain of
industry, former Lord Mayor of London and a great
philanthropist who had been made a baronet by
Queen Victoria for his many years of service to the
Crown.
California society was a relatively small, intermixed
group as the initial meeting and acquaintance of the
couple was reported in the San Francisco Chronicle
shortly after their wedding:
“…As guests of the family of Charles Crocker, Miss Hamilton and her sister were enroute for Monterey at the time
Sir Sidney Waterlow was passing over the road in his
private car, accompanied by Gen. Williams. It was on the
cars that he first met Miss Hamilton, the gentleman’s
manner proving conclusively he was attracted in no ordinary degree. Subsequent horseback riding, bowling and
billiard-playing, in which Miss Hamilton was an adept,
and the charming faculty of entertaining both young and
old, made an impression which culminated in a formal
proposal of marriage at a dinner-party given under the
hospitable roof of Mr. Crocker. On the subsequent arrival
of Miss Hamilton and Mrs. George Hearst in England,
they were met at Liverpool by Sir Sidney and informed
that a suite of rooms at the hotel was in waiting for them,
but as a special favor to himself and particular gratification to his daughters, who had met Miss Hamilton in California, he begged to be allowed the pleasure of entertaining the ladies. At last, Mrs. Hearst consented, agreeing
with Sir Sidney that by acceding to his invitation the fam8

Judy Eitzen
ily would have a better opportunity to know the lady upon
whom he had placed his choice. In due time, the Baronet
declared to his family and relatives his intentions regarding Miss Hamilton. The news was received with the best
of feeling, and resulted in all interested making a special
business of tendering congratulations.”

The couple was married in March of 1882 at the
British Embassy in Paris and set off on a world tour
the following year, eventually settling in homes in
England and France. Their property in Cannes was
named the Villa Monterey after the place where they
first met. Margaret charmed Cannes society with
her beauty, wit and large, expressive eyes. She became the center of formal parties, liked by young
and old. Sir Sidney, maintained a gruff exterior
which concealed his philanthropic generosity, and
did not enjoy society’s activities. Regular visitors to
the villa included European Royalty and Sir Sidney
often retreated to his much beloved garden. In 1902
Clément Nabonnand, a purveyor of that garden
named a rose for Lady Waterlow.
Philanthropist Sir Sidney founded an international
hospital in Cannes and gave his park in Highgate,
North London (now, Waterlow Park) to the London
County Council and continued working to improve
conditions for the underprivileged in East London.
After his death in 1906, Lady Waterlow continued
Sir Sidney’s work with London’s underprivileged,
before moving permanently to the Villa Monterey in
1925 where she died in 1931. In 1964 the villa was
pulled down (furnishings and art having been auctioned off after Margaret’s death). Only the splendid gates to the park and the lovely rose, ‘Lady
Waterlow’ remain.
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REDOUTÉ, CON’T
(Continued from page 7)

Josephine had a rose garden at Malmaison, however, no one knows exactly what roses she grew and how
extensive and influential her collection really was. Redouté's Les Roses
was published years after her death.
It does not faithfully depict her rose
collection, because quite a few of the
roses in it were introduced after her
death, or were seedlings from Redouté's personal garden or provided
to him as interesting specimens by
fellow gardeners. Some of the roses
in the book were certainly grown by
Josephine, but not all of them.
Jospehine did indeed order roses
and many other plants from the English nurserymen, Lee and Kennedy.
As for the blockade opening for Josephine's roses? Ingrid points out that
it was hard to maintain a strict
blockade in those times, and that
trade continued between England
and the continent. Josephine specified that her orders should be
brought to her through neutral
routes, documentation shows.
(Source: Mme Odile Masquelier)

tanical artists, and learned to use watercolors to
faithfully depict botanical detail. During a visit to
London, he learned a groundbreaking technique to
produce wonderfully detailed engravings, using stippling as well as lines on the copper plates. There's
controversy about this, too. Some say he invented
this technique, and others claim the same (he was
absolved in a court case). Redouté certainly perfected the engraving technique, along with the use of
a single plate on which colors were carefully applied
by hand. The technique was called ‘à la poupée’, lit
‘with the doll’ after the instruments that were used
to apply the ink.
Ingrid closed her talk by describing some missing
Redouté paintings that have recently been found,
and speculating about what else may still be discovered. She cautioned us that the more that we learn,
the more that we will question what we know. She
quoted Voltaire: “Doubt is uncomfortable, certainty
is ridiculous.”
Many thanks to Ingrid and her husband Dirk for taking
time to visit Sacramento. Ingrid visited the cemetery garden on Sunday morning with Fred Boutin, examining
some of the roses there and getting an opportunity to
finally see our garden and to meet its founder. We are
very lucky to have a garden that attracts rose scholars
from around the world, and that they generously share
some of what they know with us.

Where did these stories of Josephine
originate? Ingrid says that Jules
Gravereaux, who helped recreate Josephine's rose garden at Malmaison
in 1911, was the source of many of
them.
As for the claim that Redouté was the
greatest botanical artist of all time?
Ingrid didn't disagree with that, but
did point out that some of his work,
particularly later in life, had more
artistic than botanical merits. He was
an artist rather than botanist, from a
family of decorative artists, and his
paintings were his employment. Redouté studied with botanists and bo9
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CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip
When planning a garden
bed or refreshing landscape
plantings, learn the expected size of the fullgrown rose (or other plant)
before putting it in the
ground. The trick to a successful garden border, for
example, is to put shorter
plants in front and taller
plants in back. Sounds
easy, but it can be confusing when all nursery plants
begin at about the same
size.
Learn before planting how
large plants are expected to
be at various stages—one
year, five years, etc.

Volunteer Activities
And Upcoming Events
Deadheading at Dusk
Monday, September 9
6:00 p.m.
Propagation Class
Saturday, September 14
10 a.m.
Fall Color in the Rose Garden Tour
Saturday, November 23
10 a.m.
Rose Pruning Class
Saturday, December 7
10 a.m.
2014 Open Garden
Saturday, April 12

Judy Eitzen, ed.
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 1, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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