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In November, a communication was received by volunteer Jeanne Baldwin in the
Visitors Center. It came from Naoive Coggin, owner of a bed and breakfast
called Brownes Farmhouse in County Waterford, Ireland. She was looking for
the gravesite of her great uncle, buried in the Historic City Cemetery. Naoive
and her husband planned a trip to the US and hoped to place a small Irish flag on
the grave, if permitted. Jeanne checked the cemetery burial index and found that
Joseph “Joe” Dolan is indeed buried in our cemetery and there is a flat marble
military stone at the site. Jeanne further researched Joe Dolan using local and
online resources finding military
records, census and other
sources which tracked his life in
the US. She began a communication with the Coggins’ that
resulted in sharing a lot of information. The following month,
the Coggins’ duly arrived in Sacramento, and met with Jeanne at
the Visitor’s Center. They carried a family photograph and
letters written by great uncle
Joe.
In 1892 Joseph Dolan was born into in a large family whose members over the
years have become scattered around the world. When he was a young man, in
the early 20th century, employment in Ireland was limited and the issues of land
reform and home rule created an uncertain political climate. Immigration across
the Atlantic Ocean was one option, following those who left Ireland during the
potato blight of the 1840’s.(1) This was the option Joe selected. He entered the
US via Canada, settling in Butte, Montana where he worked as a miner for the
Anaconda Copper Mining Company.
When the US entered World War I, all able-bodied young men were registered
for the draft under the Selective Service Act of 1917 and Joe was no exception.
One option offered to immigrant soldiers was a declarative US citizenship and in
November of 1917, Joe enlisted and was assigned to F Company, 115th Montana
(Continued on page 3)
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President’s Message
2016 brought home the phrase, ‘all politics is local’. While the Presidential election made national news, Sacramento appointed an interim
city manager to succeed the outgoing city manager in September and
elected a new mayor in November.
Beginning with Museum Day in February and continuing through the
start of the rainy season in November, tours and events conducted by
volunteers brought large numbers of visitors to the cemetery. Even a
rainy Friday night Lantern Tour in October did not discourage attendees.

Funds raised at the Lantern Tours and via donations were used to repair
and replace small artifacts that had been found throughout the grounds
and repair of two cemetery plots. The city completed restoration of the
roof of the Mortuary Chapel and it is expected to reopen to the public
in late spring.
I urge your continued support of the OCCC through renewed membership. Funds raised via memberships and events will continue to support
headstone repair, Visitor’s Center Activities and memorials.
2017 events begin with Museum Day in February and include Saturday
morning historical tours, Open Garden Day in April, evening tours and,
of course the Lantern Tours in October.
My thanks to all OCCC members and to our volunteers for making 2016
a successful and productive year.
Connie Bettencourt, President
Old City Cemetery Committee

Editorial—Volunteer Participation in the Technical Advisory Committee.
While we await formation of the Technical Advisory Committee, we continue to encourage the City to include
cemetery volunteers in the process. The TAC is being established by City staff with preservation experts to advise the City on best management practices for the cemetery and its landscape. Many of the members have been
named but final details including funding, City Council approval and scheduling are still to be resolved.
We hope that we are able to resolve matters in an open, participatory process. We share many of the objectives
of the disputed guidelines, which seek to ensure that inscriptions are visible, paths are not obstructed by plants and
that cemetery features are not permanently damaged by biological growth.
The TAC will benefit from professional expertise; volunteers on the ground have expertise as well. The cemetery
will benefit with participation of both.
Judy Eitzen
verlaine@citlink.net
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Engineers. Eventually he was sent to Europe and from there, wrote to his family. Some of the letters written to
her grandmother (Joe’s sister Maggie) were inherited by his grand-niece, Naoive Coggin and she brought them
with her to Sacramento.
Three letters are from 1919, after the war had officially ended, and were sent from France and Germany. In
them, Joe describes being in the field, away from populated areas and expresses his own loneliness, concern for
his family and his gratitude upon hearing from them. The letters indicate that he was granted at least one furlough to England to visit his sister living in Liverpool. The final letter, sent at the end of April 1919, states his expectation of being sent home in a couple of months. He mentioned nothing about a wound he had received – at
least in these letters – though he did say, “I was sick for quite a while but I am feeling good now. I sure went
through some experience.” (2)

Joe was honorably discharged from the
service as a Corporal in July of 1919 having become a US Citizen as a result of his
service. He returned to Butte Montana
where he worked in various laboring
jobs. The family has one more letter
which was sent to sister Maggie in 1936.
With it, Joe enclosed a photograph of
himself and excuses his appearance as a
piece of shrapnel had damaged his cheek
during the war. Again he discussed family
concerns and stories of people he knew.
At some point, Joe lived in a Veteran’s
Home in Hanford, California (3) and eventually moved to Sacramento, living with
an army veteran, one Albert C. Driggs, a
fellow Corporal from WW I. On Joe’s
death in 1942, Mr. Driggs applied for and
was sent a Veteran’s flat marble stone
which was installed in the cemetery. (4)
Jeanne and the Coggins’ visited Joe Dolan’s gravesite and placed a small Irish flag. It also turns out that the B & B
run by the Coggins is near enough to Jeanne Baldwin’s ancestral home that both were delighted to find they had
places in common. Jeanne plans to visit the Coggins’ B & B the next time she travels back to the ‘ould sod’.
Cemetery volunteers often have opportunities to experience personal contact with family members and share
family stories with them. Our visitor center volunteers love history, research, and people – both permanent residents and visitors – and take care to provide carefully researched information.
—————
1) During the potato famine from 1845-1852, out of an estimated population of four million in Ireland, approximately one
million died and another million emigrated from Ireland, primarily to the US.
2) Letter dated January 11, 1919 sent from APO 783 in France.
3) 1940 US Census
4) Albert C. Driggs who died in 1991 at age 95 is also interred in the Historic City Cemetery
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Early Flour Mills
Early Sacramento saw three commercial enterprises
that brought an influx of people and wealth; agriculture, transportation and the rush for gold. Even before the gold rush, Capt. John Sutter recognized the
Sacramento Valley as a good place to grow wheat
which he planted on the Hock Farm. A small grist mill
at the Fort produced a rough flour in limited quantities.
In 1847, the U.S. Navy (W. Branford Shubrick, Commander in Chief) declared all California ports open for
duty-free foodstuffs, specifically, beef, pork, bread,
flour, butter, cheese, sugar and rice. He did so to accommodate the anticipated influx of new settlers into
a land without what today we would call infrastructure – primarily the ability to produce and transport
food. During the gold rush, staple foods for miners
included flapjacks and bacon, beans and coffee – plus
of course, whatever meat could be hunted while not
panning for gold.
In April of 1848 (just three months after the discovery
of gold) an article in the California Star suggested the
growing of wheat on drained river bottom land would
be much cheaper than the $14 per barrel cost of flour
imported from Chile or the Oregon Territory.(1) By
November of 1850, the poor quality of flour imported
from the east coast was decried in a newspaper article
as transport from the East Coast took so long, the
flour was no longer ‘sweet’.(2) In addition, long-term
storage
in
ratinfested Sacramento
was a problem. All
of this led entrepreneurs to produce
flour locally and
more than a dozen
flour mills came and
went during Sacramento’s early years.
Simple mills using
mules or water power to turn a millstone
evolved into establishments with large
steam-powered rollers. During the second half of the 19th

Harvesting Wheat, 1920
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century, Sacramento became a flour milling center
with some half-dozen mills producing up to 600 barrels of flour each day which were sent up and down
the river to newly established communities(3) By the
end of the 19th century, many wheat fields had been
turned into orchards or pastureland as overplanting
this single crop had depleted the soil and flour milling
in Sacramento ceased to flourish.
ONE COMPANY

Following the course of
just one company – which
changed hands many
times – brings us to pioneers now resident in the
Historic City Cemetery.
During the life of what
began as Carey’s Mills,
at least eight cemetery
residents were connected
with the company and
several invested in other
local enterprises instrumental in the development of Sacramento.
The company began in 1854, founded by R. D. Carey.
Carey purchased the Boston Ice House on Front Street,
and established Carey’s Mills. Unfortunately, it
failed as a business venture and the business and property were sold to Edward P. Figg.
Renamed Haxall Flour, the
premises were heavily damaged
in a fire. The mill was rebuilt and
Figg continued in business until
1856. He was also a partner in
Bullard, Figg & Company, one of
Sacramento’s most successful
grocery businesses. He is buried
in the Historic City Cemetery
together with his wife Harriett
and several family members.
In 1856, the company was purchased by Seth Garfield and Aleck Dyer and renamed Bay
State Mill. It operated success(Continued on page 5)
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fully, using water power
to turn the millstones,
until destroyed in a fire
in 1863. As Insurance
only covered some of
the loss, Garfield and
Dye r
wer e
ha rd
pressed and Dyer left
Sacramento.
Garfield
then entered into a
partnership with Alanson C. Bidwell.(4) They
rebuilt the mill, changed
the name to Pioneer
Mills and had it going just four months after the fire.
Some three days later, Bidwell sold his share to Halsey G. Smith. Garfield and Smith ran the mill until
the end of 1864 when they took in John H. Carroll
as a third partner. During this time, the mill was
enlarged and produced some 500 barrels of flour
each day. Garfield, Bidwell and Smith all reside in
the Historic City Cemetery.
By 1867, the company had run a rail line to the eastern side of the property. It connected with the
Central Pacific RR and made transport more efficient. A new Corliss engine of 160 HP built at the
Sacramento Iron Works controlled six runs of stone
and the mill ran 24 hours a day except on Sundays.
The flour milling industry had become so important

Pioneer Milling Company
1890
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to California by 1868 that Carroll and Smith were
the first flour millers in the state to register a
trademark; Pioneer Mills Extra Flour. Another partner was added, G. W. Mowe, and the company
changed its name to Pioneer Milling Company.
In 1885, the Pioneer Milling Company was the
first milling company in California to file incorporation papers. Board members included H. G. Smith,
Cyrus T. Wheeler, Llewellyn Williams, N. D.
Rideout and Justice Greeley of Marysville. Both
Smith and Wheeler reside in the Cemetery.
In 1892, the Pioneer Milling Company was
merged into Sperry Flour (founded in Stockton
in 1852) which was merged into General Mills in
1929. So in a sense, Carey’s Mills still exists.

1) California Star, vol. 2, #13, April 1, 1848
2) Sacramento Transcript, (Nov 1, 1850, page 1).
3) From Millstones to Rollers; a history of Sacramento’s Flour Mill Industry by Joseph P. Samora,
Golden Notes, Summer 2000, Sacramento County
Historical Society.
4) AKA Alonzo C. Bidwell or Ansone C. Bidwell
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Early Flour Millers
In the early days of Sacramento, businessmen worked
hard to become successful in this new land, and while
many headed straight for the gold fields, others found
various entrepreneurial efforts more lucrative. A
number of flour millers (pp. 4-5) have interesting stories to share.
Edward P. Figg
While Figg’s successes in Sacramento included a number of enterprises—coal, flour, mining, salt and real
estate—a story prior to his arrival may be worth your
time.
Figg traveled west from Missouri with a wagon train in
the summer of 1849. Edward Figg and another wagon
separated from the others and by traveling mostly at
night, reached California in just 71 days. From the
Humboldt
Sink
(northwestern Nevada), he abandoned
his wagon and headed west on horseback with nothing
more than a couple
of blankets, a slab of
bacon and some
hard bread.
His rations leaving much to be desired, Figg was heartened when he observed a duck fly overhead and disappear into the willows lining a nearby stream. Tying his
horse, he crept stealthily into the willows to get a
shot at the duck, heard a rustling noise and found himself surrounded by five natives who, like himself, had
come for the duck. Their bows were drawn and Figg
felt he was lost. At that moment, a party of immigrants, following the duck’s flight, appeared on the
bluff above the stream, and instead of finding their dinner, found Figg in his fearful predicament.
One rider asked if Figg was being held captive and Figg
replied, “Not exactly…I just don’t know how to get
out of here!” The rider rode down to Figg and the
two men agreed on a strategy to release him on a given signal. The signal was given, guns lowered on the
surrounding natives, who, realizing the odds had significantly altered, vanished into the brush. Figg continued on his journey, arriving in September of 1849.
One wonders; what happened to the duck?
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Seth Garfield
Garfield built the first flour mill in the American River
Canyon a mile above Folsom which he ran from some
10-12 years. His next investment was in Sacramento
as outlined in the prior article. Over time, he became
considered an expert and innovator in the field of milling flour. One common disaster with wooden buildings and flour dust is
fire. In the 1860’s a
building next to his mill
caught fire and threatened his property.
While the fire was being fought, Garfield and
his workers dug a huge
hole outside the building, dragged the large
mill-driving engine outside, pushed it into the
hole, and covered it with soil. The mill burned down,
but the engine survived, and insurance did not entirely
cover the loss. Thanks to his quick thinking, Garfield
was able to rebuild almost immediately.

Alanson C. Bidwell
Though he owned a share in Pioneer Mills only for a
short time, Bidwell was active in the local community,
serving as the County Clerk and member of the Board
of Supervisors. He was a member of the Knickerbocker Engine Co. No. 5 of the Sacramento Fire Department, eventually becoming President of the Exempt Fireman’s Association.
In 1891, workmen excavating for the new Weinstock,
Lubin & Company building downtown, found the cornerstone of the Knickerbocker Company. Inside was
a copper box with artifacts from 1857 and a second
batch of items from 1869. Included were papers, photographs, curios, coins and other items. They were
given to the California Museum Association and placed
on display.
Unfortunately, Alanson Bidwell became ill and took his
own life in 1871 at the age of 39. Newspaper reports
stated he had such pain in his legs and feet that it
brought about a mental derangement. (Sacramento
Bee, December 11, 1871, p A38) His widow, Anna,
tried to collect on a life insurance policy and was de(Continued on page 7)
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nied. She took her claim to court and the case went
all the way to the US Supreme Court where the
denial was upheld.
Cyrus Wheeler
The Sacramento Bee ran a series of articles—
”Reminiscences of Early Days” by Judge W. A. Anderson. One of these articles focused on Cyrus
Wheeler.
Wheeler was part-owner of Booth and Company
and was loved by those who knew him because he
was very good at judging the ability of someone who
needed goods to eventually pay. He was also very
generous to the poor. A man who did not drink or
use tobacco, his weakness was candy. He kept his
pockets full, handed out candy to all and sundry and
was known to keep river steamers waiting while he
distributed candy to the children on board.
One day, a young woman on her way to Virginia
City arrived early prior to her train so she could
have breakfast at Ben Steinman’s restaurant next to
the station. She was to be met in Truckee by her
fiancée and married the next day.
Mr. Steinman found her crying at a
table and learned that she had taken too long to eat and missed the
train. He took her across the
street to Booth & Co., telling her
that Cy Wheeler could solve her
problem. Wheeler calmed her
down, took her by the hand back
to the rail yard. He hailed an engineer who was switching cars and
explained the problem. When
Wheeler assured the engineer he
would take full responsibility, the
engineer agreed to take the young
lady up the track to overtake the
train. They caught up to the train
at Antelope and the young lady
was sent on her way.
When they returned to Sacramento, Wheeler stopped first for
breakfast (which he had missed)
and walked to the head office of
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the Central Pacific railroad where he exonerated
the engineer and explained the situation, offering to
cover any cost. Not only was he forgiven for taking
the engine, he was told that if necessary he could do
it again!
These four gentlemen are representative of early
Sacramento entrepreneurs who made Sacramento
into a City.

Today is the public of yesterday. Today
learns wisdom from yesterday and is
able to teach wisdom tomorrow...the past
never dies—it is gifted with perpetual life;
it reaches forward into the times that are
now and are to be.
Judge W. A. Anderson
Sacramento Bee, January 22, 1911
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Mortuary Chapel
While the Mortuary Chapel building was begun in
1893, it wasn't completed until 1897. The building
was never used as a chapel, but for many years was
a holding vault in which remains were kept pending
burial arrangements. After the last remains were
removed to their final resting place, the chapel was
used to store cemetery records and artifacts. A
safe was installed to store archival information and
volunteers spent time assisting cemetery visitors
researching family members interred in the cemetery.
The original design included open-air ventilation
over the chapel door. To prepare the building for
human occupation, glass was placed in the ornate
opening above the door, electricity and a small
heating and air conditioning unit were installed
some forty-plus years ago. Over time, the lack of
ventilation and daily occupation by volunteers promoted deterioration of a building not originally designed for human occupation. A false ceiling had
been installed, carrying heavy light fixtures, the roof
began to leak and the ceiling to buckle. As it be-
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came apparent, City staff determined to renovate
the building and return it as close as possible to
its original construction.
Volunteers and records were removed and the
city began a restoration project beginning with
removing the heavy light fixtures, the portable
HVAC system and the stained glass window over
the door. The original window had been replaced with an elegant stained glass window commemorating the volunteer service of John Bettencourt and it was felt important to preserve
this window while permitting air to recirculate
through the building.
In 2014, the building was closed to human occupation; volunteers were moved to the visitor’s
center near the 10th street entrance, the safe was
removed and many artifacts placed into storage.
Scaffolding was erected and professional restoration staff began careful replacement of the roof
and preparation of the interior.
(Continued on page 9)
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Volunteers and visitors to the cemetery have been
anxious to view the building’s restoration which is
nearing completion. The roof has been replaced
and the interior repaired and restored to its original
state. The beautiful stained glass window has been
installed against the rear wall of the chapel and lit
from behind to show it to advantage.
City staff plan to place cemetery exhibits inside the
building for visitors to view and it is expected that
the project will be completed in spring of 2017.

Photos:
Left page—chapel with scaffolding
January 2015
Below: New roof—December 2016
Above: Stained glass window reinstalled inside the chapel. (Photo
courtesy of Leslie Hurlburt)
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Old City Cemetery
Committee, Inc.
1000 Broadway
Sacramento, CA 95818
916-448-0811
www.oldcitycemetery.com
Mission Statement
To join hands with the community to restore,
beautify, preserve and protect the Historic
City Cemetery, while maintaining access by
descendants of the deceased, and to
provide educational services to all visitors
to the Historic City Cemetery of Sacramento.

2017 History Tour Schedule















Docent Eric Bradner

February 4—Museum Day
February 18—African-American History
March 4—History for Kids (4th Grade and Above)
April 1—Symbolism and Victorian Mourning
May 6—Pioneers in Petticoats
May 20—End of Watch
June 3—The Lost Graves of New Helvetia
July 1—Cigars and Spittoons
August 5—Horsing Around
August 12—Tramps, Scamps and Vagabonds
September 2—A Dozen Ways to Die: Our Favorites from the Crypt
September 16—From Farm to Fork to Grave
September 23—Special Tour—Old Sacramento
Schoolhouse Docents
October 7—The Walking Dead
November 4—World War I and Beyond

Saturday tours begin at 10 a.m. at the front gate.
Tours are free, however donations are appreciated
and benefit cemetery preservation.
Special event schedule: www.oldcitycemetery.com

