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2016 Lantern Tours
This year’s Lantern Tour tickets went on sale to the public September 1st. The
tours will be held on October 21-22 and October 28-29.
This is our annual fundraising event, the primary purpose of which is to fund repair and stabilization of headstones and monuments throughout the cemetery.
In addition, funds support the volunteer program with purchase of supplies and
equipment for Visitor Center and gardening volunteers.
Tickets may be purchased online or by phone from Brown Paper Tickets
(www.brownpapertickets.com) or 1-800-838-3006.
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President’s Message
With the coming of fall, volunteers
and members are gearing up for the
Lantern Tours and the team has a
great event planned for this year. If
you haven’t purchased tickets, do so
now as they’re going fast.
This was the hottest July on record
and one of the driest summers, so
trees and plants in the cemetery are
showing some stress. City staff are
carefully watering and we are looking
forward to October rains to help set
things right. Some of the trees are
beginning to show color and it will
soon be time to enjoy all the colors
of fall.
Establishment of the Technical Advisory Committee is another step in

the process of developing plans in
support of the Cemetery.
One of our self-appointed tasks is to
recognize the work done by Cemetery volunteers. While this is usually
done in September, we are planning
to hold our next recognition event in
April during National Volunteer week.
We have signed up new members
through the spring and simmer and I
thank you for your support. I also
encourage members to attend one or
more of our history and garden tours
this fall as we have some very special
ones planned.
Connie Bettencourt
OCCC Board President

Docent Led Cemetery Tours For Fall
History Tours
September 3
10:00 a.m.
A Dozen Ways to Die: Episode IV
September 17
10:00 a.m.
Symbolism & Victorian Mourning
September 24
10:00 a.m.
Special Schoolhouse Tour
October 8—9:00 a.m.
Firefighter’s Memorial Service
November 5
10:00 a.m.
History of Masons in Sacramento

Garden Tours
September 24
10:30 a.m.
What’s Blooming in the Cemetery
October 15
10:00 a.m.
What’s Blooming in the Cemetery
November 19
10:00 a.m.
What’s Blooming in the
Rose Garden
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Research Required

Judy Eitzen

What is a researcher? Dictionary definition: a person who conducts a diligent and systematic inquiry
or investigation into a subject in order to discover
or revise facts, theories, applications, etc. (1)

search there found Lorinda Anderson in the 1870
US Census who was living in New York with a
daughter. This was the most recent record on Ancestry.

One example for this writer, is the need to check
facts and determine the sequence of events when
preparing historical articles for this newsletter. Another is the exploration necessary to develop a cohesive and comprehensive historical tour or Lantern
Tour story for the public. By far, the most common
is that requested of the volunteers working in the
Visitor’s Center. They not only guide visitors to
Grandma’s gravesite and find Uncle Harry’s death
date, but perform research to assist visitors and
maintain cemetery records. I recently interviewed
two of these talented volunteers, Jeanne Baldwin
and Jane Howell who shared two such searches.
The first came from Jane.

A check of the California Digital Newspaper Collection (3) found an obituary from the Sacramento
Union for Lorinda Anderson who died in Granite
Township on May 8, 1881. Because Granite Township is located near what is now Rancho Cordova,
Jane checked the burial records of the Matthew
Kilgore Cemetery. There she found “Mrs. Anderson” with unknown birth and death dates. In addition, Lorinda’s daughter Diana and her husband
Alexander Thompson are buried nearby in Kilgore
Cemetery. A quick look at photographs of their
stones show the same type and design of stone as
the one found in the Historic City Cemetery.

Cemetery Mystery
Cemeteries are not permanent in the sense that artifacts, headstones and even remains can become
misplaced. In an effort to update the record of
headstones on Cemetery grounds, a group of volunteers has undertaken a photographic survey. Photos
are then checked against cemetery records.
A simple concrete stone was photographed on top
of the soil under a white hibiscus in a plot on Laurel
Avenue: “Lorindy Anderson 1789-1881”. It was
checked against records; stone cards, the burial index and burial cards. No record of a Lorindy Anderson was found. The stone card file was created
in the mid 1980’s and when checked, records clearly
state there was no stone in the plot. What could
have happened? Where is Lorindy? Is she buried
under the stone? Volunteer Jane Howell went to
work.
First, she checked the plot book (data collected in
1896) which shows a single burial in the plot, that of
a baby Osborne who died in 1869. The plot owner
was also listed as Osborne. Fortunately, there are
many primary sources available online available to
modern researchers which were not readily available
in the past. One of these is Ancestry.com (2) A

Sometimes, we’re left with questions. One thing
adding to the confusion is that at one time all burial
records in Sacramento County were sent to the
Superintendent of the City Cemetery. Perhaps
that’s why the stone is here. That still doesn’t answer the question; why was the stone not inventoried in the 1980’s? Perhaps it was buried? In this
case, it seems there’s a stone in the Historic City
Cemetery with no burial and a burial in the Kilgore
Cemetery with no stone. How did the stone get to
the cemetery, or…is there an unrecorded burial
after all?
Author Assistance
Jeanne Baldwin told of a phone call received from a
College Professor in Arizona researching a book
about Charles G. W. French who served as Chief
Justice on the Arizona Supreme Court. Judge
French was born and raised in Berkeley, Massachusetts where a memorial stone was erected in his
honor. The professor had heard that French was
buried here, where he had served as a legislator,
despite the memorial in Massachusetts.
Jeanne went to work to find a headstone and burial
site for Judge French. Checking our burial list, she
found that yes, indeed, Judge French is buried in the
City Cemetery, but in an unknown location. Fur(Continued on page 9)
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A Tale of Two Cities—Early California Style
Today we take for granted the ease of moving people
and goods around with transport vehicles traveling on
freeways, freight moving by rail and air as well as large
container ships at sea. As school children we were
taught the importance of the Central Pacific Railroad
in connecting California to the rest of the US at a time
when traveling to California was fraught with difficulty,
even danger. One of the CPRR original directors,
Mark Hopkins, is interred in the Historic City Cemetery. Another “resident”, Edwin Crocker, also made
his fortune from the endeavor, becoming before his
death the largest corporate share-holder. What we
may not have
learned is that
the Sacramento
Valley Rail Road
came
first.
Though at least
one other road
was completed
first in California,
the SVRR was the
first to be incorporated and that
set the stage for
a fight for suFIRST RUN OF SVRR
premacy between
two fledgling California cities, Sacramento and Marysville.
Marysville? Yes. In 1852, both towns had grown from
sleepy little farming villages of fewer than 500 to bustling metropolis’ of several thousand – mostly men bent on finding gold or profiting from gold miners.
Businessmen bought and sold goods to miners, collecting gold nuggets in return. Men in both towns
knew a railroad would make their soon-to-be city the
most important in the Sacramento Valley.
The year 1852 saw the peak of monetary gains from
gold mining in the state – more than $81 million was
pulled from the ground that year. Entrepreneurs recognized the importance of shipping goods to miners
and bringing gold from the mines. Roads were nearly
impassable in winter and wagon loads of goods often
stuck – sometimes for weeks - while the ground dried
out. The flood plain and giant tule marshes of the Sacramento Valley didn’t help, either.
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Judy Eitzen

There were two primary areas for gold prospecting in
California; along the western slopes of the Sierra Nevada Mountains near what is now State Route 49 and
the “northern diggins” in the Klamath-Trinity Mountains. Sleepy California towns with populations under
1,000 in 1848 suddenly had an influx of people seeking
gold, offering goods or trying to steal what they could.
A group of enterprising men in Sacramento soon focused on the latest transportation technology of the
day – railroad – to move goods across and up and
down the state. Steamers made passage up the Sacramento
River
from the port
of San Francisco
relatively
easy, but the
American River
was not a good
possibility for
transport and
further north,
the Sacramento, Yuba and
Feather Rivers
were becoming
so silted with
tailings
from
upstream hydraulic mining that navigation was proving difficult – at
least for large river steamers. Construction of a railroad seemed the logical answer.
On August 4, 1852, incorporation papers were filed
for the Sacramento Valley Railroad by a group of businessmen in Sacramento with Colonel Charles Lincoln
Wilson elected President.(1) He visited New York
where he met an enterprising young self-taught engineer, Theodore Judah, who soon told his young wife,
Anna, I am going to California to be the pioneering
railroad engineer of the Pacific coast."(2) By 1854, he
arrived in Sacramento to begin his first task--surveying
the route. It was originally planned that the road
would run from Front Street in Sacramento, along R
Street to Folsom, then northwest to Marysville and
east to Placerville. Successful construction of this railroad led to laws passed by the California legislature
(Continued on page 5)
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SVRR, con’t.
which simplified railroad financing while Judah was
hopeful the project would put him in place to engineer a transcontinental line.
Like Sacramento, Marysville grew out of the rush of
would-be gold miners inundating California. Starting as a tent city, by 1853, brick buildings were replacing tents and mills, iron works, factories,
schools, churches and two daily newspapers had
appeared. Marysville was named for Mary Murphy
Covillaud, a survivor of the Donner Party. Its first
mayor was Stephen Johnson Field. Marysville’s population had grown to more than 10,000 by 1853 – a
prosperous city as more than $10 million in gold
was shipped from Marysville banks to the U.S. Mint
in San Francisco. Marysville’s founders imagined it
becoming as important to California as New York
City was to New York state. (3)
Meanwhile in Sacramento, things were booming in
a city with a population similar to Marysville. One
reason Marysville citizens felt their city would grow
faster than Sacramento was that floods, disease and
fires plagued the latter city. Overcoming these
problems was a major distraction, yet Sacramento’s
citizens had an ace up their proverbial sleeves. The
state capitol had met in three towns – San Jose,
Vallejo and Benicia - none of which was acceptable
because of cost, limited accommodation, uncompleted construction or weather. Sacramento offered free use of the County Courthouse with
rooms for state officers, fireproof vaults for records and some political considerations. The state
accepted the offer and the capitol was moved in
1853. (4)
The original proposed route of the Sacramento Valley Railroad took it to Marysville via Folsom, but
most of the investors and directors were Sacramentans and wanted Sacramento to become the
premiere city in Northern California. At some
point, therefore, it was decided to run the line
north to Auburn instead of Marysville where investors hoped it would become the western leg of a
railroad running across the continent. The entrepreneurs of Marysville began to argue for a rail line
from Benicia, up the western side of the valley directly to Marysville, bypassing Sacramento altogether. Incorporation papers were drawn and a route
was surveyed. This brought about a series of inci-

dents and arguments, with leading citizens of each
hopeful city disparaging the plans of the other. It
was all recorded in the newspapers of the day with
a summary article appearing in the Sacramento Daily Union March 9, 1858, recounting Marysville’s
plethora of railroads – all on paper.(5)
First, was the road mentioned above, the Marysville
and Benicia Railroad which was given up after a few
years and a new project begun; the Marysville and
San Francisco Railroad which was to terminate in
Vallejo connecting to a steamship line to cross the
Bay. This road was supported by the voters living
at both ends of the proposed railroad authorizing
bonds for some $300,000. The problem was that
the estimated cost to build this 86-mile railroad
was over $2 million. Another line was contemplated connecting Marysville with Folsom. This railroad actually had a company established lead by
Colonel Wilson of the SVRR. Finally, the Union
noted that if the Marysville and San Francisco Railroad were built, it would have to be extended beyond Marysville to intersect with the line running
along the foothills. (6)
This, by now called the Sacramento Placer and Nevada Rail Road, was operating between Sacramento
and Folsom with extensions to both Placerville and
Auburn and a planned route over the Sierras. Ultimately, the SP&NRR lost out to a new entrepreneurial company, the Central Pacific, which routed
their transcontinental line through Roseville, bypassing Folsom, Auburn and Marysville. A rail line
did eventually reach Marysville in 1869 and was operated by the Central Pacific Railroad by 1876
which was incorporated into the Southern Pacific in
1885. In fact, this is what happened to most of the
small railroads in California; eventually merged into
ever larger companies. Each of these roads, however helped settle the state by bringing goods and
services to California’s small communities.
________________________
(1) Folsom, El Dorado & Sacramento Historical Railroad
Association – www.fedshra.org
(2) American Experience www.pbs.org
(3) Wikipedia
(4) Not to be confused with Pittsburg, originally named
“New York of the Pacific”
(5) Sacramento Daily Union, March 9, 1858, p.2
(6) Ibid.
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Technical Advisory Committee
The City of Sacramento is presently developing the
plan and membership for a Technical Advisory Committee to provide expert advice and recommendations for the landscape management of the Historic
City Cemetery. City staff are recruiting experts in
various specialties including archival preservation,
public cemetery management, historic designation
and preservation, ornamental horticulture, cultural
landscape management, conservation/protection,
trees. Volunteer organizations and plot owner representatives, plus at-large members from the Parks
Commission, Old City Cemetery Committee, and
Preservation Commission will be included.
Parks Director Chris Conlin spoke of the process to
the Sacramento Preservation Commission on June
15, 2016. He stated the TAC will be conducted in an
open and transparent manner, with opportunities for
public comment.
We hope the TAC will identify and prioritize problems and concerns, such as irrigation and maintenance practices, plot erosion, monument instability,
etc. as well as plants and trees. There are many issues that jeopardize the preservation of our beautiful
historic cemetery.

Judy Eitzen
One reason for this development is the new Planting,
Pruning and Trimming Guidelines published by the City
in February. This brought protests to the City by
many who felt the Guidelines were instructions to
remove many plants and their supports from the
Cemetery. The protests brought a number of concerns regarding the Cemetery’s preservation to the
Preservation Commission, hence establishment of
this new committee.
One result of this process that has already developed
is the open discussion and community support we
have experienced. I encourage members and volunteers to participate in the process as we all want the
same goal; preservation and beautification of this important historic site.
More information can be found at the Preservation
Commission website:
www.cityofsacramento.org/Clerk/Legislative-Bodies/
Boards-and-Commissions/Preservation-Commission
Also, Preservation Sacramento on Facebook.
Check Old City Cemetery Committee’s website:
www.oldcitycemetery.com and Sacramento Historic City Cemetery on Facebook.

BILL MAHAN
We were saddened to learn of the passing of William Edward Mahan, longtime community activist and historian.
Born in Wisconsin, Bill traveled west to earn his teaching credential at San Jose State
College and came to Sacramento to teach history at Sacramento and Kennedy High
Schools and Sacramento City College. He coached the Kennedy Cross-Country team
after retirement.
A published historical researcher, he served on the Sacramento Historical Landmarks
Commissions and the board of the Sacramento Historical Society. He served on the
County Grand Jury, on the Democratic Central Committee and as president of the
Sacramento Young Democrats.
Bill volunteered in the Sacramento Room of the Sacramento Public Library and was instrumental in forming the
Friends of the Central Library. He played golf and was an enthusiastic runner. We well remember the fascinating history tours conducted by Bill at the Cemetery.
His enthusiasm was contagious and his tours always well-attended. When Bill gave a tour, visitors could be sure
of learning something interesting and enjoying the process. Of course, his enthusiasm meant that he moved
quickly and you had to hurry to keep up so as not to miss the next tidbit he would share.
If you ever heard him speak, listen carefully and you can still hear his voice. We will miss him.
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Irrigating the Historic City Cemetery
The Cemetery was located on a sand hill when it
was established in 1850. This provided a welldrained site, free of the frequent flooding which
followed winter rains in the Sacramento Valley – a
safe location for a cemetery. Topography includes
a small knoll in the north half of the property about
12’ above Broadway to the north and about 24’
above Muir Way to the west. The southern part of
the cemetery is basically flat.
Irrigation was added to the site with a single 6” water line entering the property at the 10th street
gate. As water pressure is too low for the entire
acreage, a booster pump was installed near the entrance. One pump is not enough as today nearly
the entire site has vegetation. The various sections
of the system are activated by manual valves –
someone must turn them on and off. Volunteers
in the Historic Rose Garden have replaced hunters
with bubblers, focusing water on the roses, and
some other volunteers do water shrubs by hand,
but for the most part, high-pressure rotary
‘hunters’ are used throughout the property. These
are sprinklers on raised heads which swing back and
forth, covering large areas with high-pressure spray.
Hunters work well on large turfed areas, but in the
cemetery with hundreds of small plots, they waste
water on roadways and walls. High-pressure sprays
also damage monuments and plot surrounds; water can erode cement and
mortar. Additionally, no one knows for
sure just how old is the existing system
but it’s not in good condition, and requires lots of maintenance. Added to
this, various animals (skunks, racoons,
ground squirrels) gnaw on wiring and fill
buried valve compartments with soil.
With the establishment of the Tactical
Advisory Committee, it is hoped that
the irrigation system will receive a high
priority for consideration. Parks Department staff (responsible for Cemetery
maintenance) have suggested at least one
additional booster pump be added, and
perhaps a second water line be considered. When the Cemetery’s Master Plan

Judy Eitzen

was approved by the City Council in 2007, it recommended a new irrigation system which should
include:
Automatic control that allows watering at
night. (NOTE: at this time, there are a few
timers that permit night-time watering, primarily in the Historic Rose Garden)
Minimizing overspray by limiting irrigation to
planted areas only.
Adaptability to individual needs of plots, gardens and lawn areas, using a variety of heads
and bubblers that can be exchanged as gardens evolve.
A limit on high-pressure sprayers to minimize
threats to monuments and structures
A potable water supply for drinking fountains
separate from irrigation water supply.
All of this will be costly – probably twice the estimates at the time the plan was written. Fortunately, the City has funding available for Police, Fire,
libraries and Parks via Measure U, approved by the
voters in 2012. Measure U is temporary, however
and due to expire in March 2019. The city has
many priorities for expending these funds. Support
from the TAC may be what’s needed to provide
the Cemetery with an updated irrigation system.
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Fall Color in the Cemetery

Tours
Walking tours of fall color in the Historic City
Cemetery will be offered in October and November.
Many trees and shrubs on the site develop beautiful colors in the fall and are well worth a visit.
On Saturday, October 15, join docents to view
the beautiful fall foliage.
Several Chinese Pistache trees (Pistacia chinensis)
along Junction Avenue near the Mortuary Chapel
are always a beautiful sight.
A bald cypress
(Taxodium distichum) is located nearby with several purple-leaved plums (Prunus) in the background.
On November 19, Historic Rose Garden docents
will offer a tour of color in the Rose Garden,
showing off foliage and hips of various roses
which bring much color to the grounds.
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Research, con’t.
(Continued from page 3)

ther checking of cemetery records proved that
though there is no headstone, he is buried with his
first wife and her first husband.
Jeanne located additional information for the professor, learning of Charles’ tragic romance with
Nancy Manny. As a young man, French served in
1842 as an instructor at the Beaufort Male and Female Academy in North Carolina where he fell in
love with the daughter of a trustee. After a year he
returned to New England to continue his law studies. Nancy promised to wait and both promised to
write. Nancy’s father, disapproving of the proposed marriage, requested his son-in-law, the postmaster, to hold their correspondence. When the
postmaster died, his widow continued to hold the
letters, placing them in a strongbox.
With no reply from Nancy, Charles moved to California to practice law, eventually marrying in 1866.
Nancy remained with family, unmarried. At the
end of the Civil War, the letters were found and
sent to Charles just prior to his marriage. After
the death of his wife, he tried to reconnect with
Nancy and they corresponded for some time. He
returned to Beaufort and married his Nancy some
42 years after their initial romance. Tragically,
Nancy died of consumption just two months after
the wedding and Charles returned to Sacramento
where he practiced law until his death.
Charles’ letters to Nancy are held in the Rare Manuscripts Collection at the Huntington Library in San
Marino. (4)
————————————————————

(1) Online source for definitions, synonyms, antonyms,
word origins, audio pronunciations, example sentences & Word of the Day www.dictionary.com
(2) Ancestry.com - Genealogy, Family Trees and Family
History Records online www.home.ancestry.com
(3) California Digital Newspaper Collection can be
found at http://cdnc.ucr.edu
(4) Beaufort, North Carolina History site - http://
beaufortartist.blogspot.com/2007/05/manney-frenchlove-story.html
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Old City Cemetery
Committee, Inc.
1000 Broadway
Sacramento, CA 95818
916-448-0811
www.oldcitycemetery.com
Mission Statement
To join hands with the community to restore,
beautify, preserve and protect the Historic
City Cemetery, while maintaining access by
descendants of the deceased, and to
provide educational services to all visitors
to the Historic City Cemetery of Sacramento.

2016
LANTERN TOUR
FUNDRAISER
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
OCTOBER 21—22 AND
RIDAY AND SATURDAY
OCTOBER 28—29

TICKETS ON SALE
ONLINE AT:
www.brownpapertickets.com.

Enter “Cemetery” to find
the event.

