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It’s time to renew your membership in the Old City Cemetery Committee
(OCCC). Your membership helps the Committee achieve our mission to preserve,
protect and beautify the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery for today and tomorrow. And there are lots of reasons for you to renew.
You help preserve the burial place of our State’s pioneers, especially those of
Northern California.
You help repair the headstones.
You help support a treasured community site, a site now listed on the National
Register of Historic places at the national level of significance.
You help support award winning and world-renowned gardens.
You may purchase, Lantern Tour tickets prior to the public. (In 2017 tickets
were sold out in just 4 days!)
You are eligible for free admission to selected special events.
You are entitled to a 10% discount on sales items that include books and shirts.
You may give yourselves a pat on the back for helping preserve the legacy of
this very special garden cemetery.
Through the years, the Committee has partnered with the City of Sacramento, contributing more than $100,000 toward headstone repair and stabilization. Your
membership and the funds raised through events and donations support all the activities of the OCCC. These activities include gardening, conducting historic and
horticultural tours plus speaking engagements and helping the public locate individuals buried in the Cemetery.
Many of you attended our celebratory Volunteer Appreciation in September and
were able to enjoy good food and music, interesting stories about the early work of
the OCCC, and viewed the new Museum in the Mortuary Chapel, the oldest standing building in the cemetery. We hope to have many more such events, and look
forward to sharing them with you.
We would like to alert you to some new and special fundraising events we have
planned for this upcoming year. In addition to our ongoing headstone repair, we’ve
started planning “Touching the Tombstones”, an effort to clean headstones. Donations are needed to purchase the required cleaning solution and tools. If you participate in this project, you have the opportunity to “adopt a headstone” that you
may continue to “maintain” if you wish. This is similar to the Cemetery’s “Adopt a
Plot” program.
Our other new fundraising project is “Buy a Plot Marker”. Plot markers help our
guests locate where someone rests within the cemetery. You may view the two
(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Message
Happy New Year!
2017 brought us many changes and several successes, and it seems that I’m
always thanking folks for all the hard work. The truth is, you, our members
and volunteers, cannot be thanked enough for your efforts to preserve and
beautify the cemetery. So what have we done in 2017?
With the City’s support, we began again to repair headstones, held a very enjoyable event celebrating volunteers, and hosted a well-attended movie night.
October’s Lantern Tours were a big success—in fact, the tickets sold out in
just four days. We’re becoming very popular, it seems!
The City established a Technical Advisory Committee which met in October
to begin the process of evaluating and implementing the Cemetery’s Master
Plan. City staff are in the process of developing a data base of sites within the
property and are determining upgrades to the property’s irrigation. Hopefully, we can begin to phase out the overhead sprinklers which damage stones
and waste water.
During the year, history tours continued to draw big crowds as did the Open
Garden and other spring events.
We’re continuing to make progress in our thirtieth year and again, my thanks
to all you hardworking volunteers and members.

Judy Eitzen

(Continued from page 1)

areas of the cemetery that already have the plot markers; the
Rose Garden and Hamilton Square. This project is supported
by the city in part due to the difficulty of locating our interred.
As a member you’ll receive a personalized membership card and
our newsletter, The Epitaph, via email or hard copy per your
designation. The Epitaph includes articles about the Cemetery
‘residents’, our current activities, and volunteer opportunities.
Please join us again this year. You will shortly receive a
renewal form in the mail or you may use the application on the
back of this newsletter. Your membership dues and donations
to the OCCC may be tax deductible. You may designate on the
form where you would like your donations to be directed.
Please help support the promotion of this special historic site
within our own community and throughout the world.

Plot Marker Installation
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2018 Cemetery Tours

Jean Robins

The OCCC Tour Committee met in December to plan tours for 2018. We’ll be trying new
things this year – tours on different days and times. But, as always, the tours will be informative,
interesting and fun! The tour season kicks off with Museum Day
on Saturday, February 3 – our docents will be offering short spins
through the Cemetery from 10:00 to 4:00. We’ll also be offering
those who donate the chance to ring the BIG fire bell!
The first tour of 2018 will be on February 17 and features AfricanAmerican History. Spring tours include:
• March 3—Mausoleums
• March 17—Everyone’s Irish on St. Patty’s Day (1:00 p.m.)
• April 7—Sacramento History for Kids
• May 5—Parks & Wreck
• June 9—Mugwumps, Know-Nothings and Dolly Vardens
Not to be outdone, our garden volunteers have
also planned a full year of events for you. Hamilton Square volunteers are planning a tour March
17 of the earliest spring bloomers. Meantime,
roses in the Historic Rose Garden and Hamilton
Square are being pruned to be ready for their
spring bloom. On March 31, Spring Beauties
Awaken will feature tours of the Historic Rose
Garden. Spring in the gardens culminates with
Open Garden on April 14.
What’s next? Stay tuned to Facebook and the
Cemetery webpage for schedules of future
events!

NEW VIDEO
On the Cemetery Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/oldcitycemetery
there is a link to a YouTube video taken recently in the Historic City Cemetery by
Troy Glasson
You will view the cemetery from a whole new perspective.
(See also his article on page 6 in this newsletter).
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Carole Heilbron Sobke

I first became obsessed with genealogy about 10 to 15 years ago, soon discovering deep roots in Sacramento.
Finding more and more death records listed the City Cemetery. Discovering the Old City Cemetery Committee
and the amazing website encouraged me to join. Unfortunately, there is not much I can participate in as I live in
San Diego County!
This past May I decided to find out just how many relatives I have in the historic cemetery. Comparing my Ancestry.com records with the burial index I was astonished to discover 122 family members listed. The list includes
two 3rd great-grandparents, four 2nd great-grandparents and six great-grandparents – the other two did not “get
the message” and were buried in East Lawn in Sacramento! There are another nearly 80 relatives buried in other
cemeteries in the Sacramento area, many are in the expanded parts of the City Cemetery.
My funeral plans for many years have been to
be cremated and my ashes scattered. Genealogy has encouraged me to have some sort
of a memorial marker. So, if you are wandering around the Old City Cemetery by Lot
8, you will find my marker, no death date yet
– hopefully that is a long time in the future!
Ed note: The stones of Caroline Deitsche Heilbron are shown here. Caroline was born in Germany in 1853, married and lived in Sacramento.
The tiny stone at the top of the photo is Carole
Heilbron Sobke’s new marker.

Electronic Reads
More and more history books about the area are making their way to our electronic devices.
Soon we’ll be carrying entire libraries in our hands—some of us are already. A few items
which may be of interest to our readers may even be free. Check these out:
Little Known Tales In Sacramento History by Alton Pryor. From the advent of John Sutter,
Pryor tells of Sutterville, floods and epidemics, saloons and theaters, and the beginnings of
the modern city.
History of Sacramento County, California with biographical sketches of the leading men and
women...originally published in 1913 by William Ladd Willis is available in electronic format.
Includes climate, mining, elections, gold rush, in fact, all topics related to early Sacramento,
plus information on a number of early residents who remain in our cemetery.
Lighter reading can be found in ebooks as well:
Lost Restaurants of Sacramento and Their Recipes by Maryellen Burn & Keith Burns
Sacramento (Postcard History) by Tom Myers
Historic Photos of Sacramento by local librarians James Scott and Tom Tolley
Prohibition in Sacramento: Moralizers & Bootleggers in the Wettest City in the Nation by Annette Kassis
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Remembering Dorothy Mills
Dorothy Mills, longtime volunteer and OCCC Board member died on December 28. Dorothy spent her volunteer time working in the Archives, assisting
visitors to locate burials, indexing records and conducting various research
projects. Dorothy developed the ‘Murder File’, which has proved very useful
in the production of History Tours and Lantern Tour stories. She spent many
hours at the California State Library searching through microfilm records at a
time before many records were digitized.

She also served many years on the Old City Cemetery Board, being one of
the founding members of the nonprofit. She volunteered at the City Cemetery Archives more than 25 years and was almost constantly there.
Her ashes were placed near her husband in the cemetery she loved.

Headstone Cleaning Project
Touching The Tombstones
While cemeteries are usually considered to be permanent or even perpetual, the artifacts within them are
not. Headstones and grave markers can deteriorate
over time, eventually becoming damaged or unreadable.
In the Historic City Cemetery, most headstones are
marble or granite with some including bronze or other
metal inserts. Repairs to broken or unstable stones
must be undertaken by preservation professionals, but
simple cleaning can be done by anyone with appropriate training and tools.
The Old City Cemetery Committee is planning a project
for cleaning stones to be implemented in 2018. With a
small donation and following a training session, volunteers and family members may clean stones on their
own or an adopted plot.
Identified stones will be evaluated, and the proper
technique and cleaning materials identified for each
stone. The start of the project will be announced on
our website and Facebook page.

Above: Marble
marker with
metal insert
Left: Red granite
stone on granite
base with marble
decoration
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Heintz/Dewey Family
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Troy Glasson

Nestled at the edge of the Historic Rose garden near the 9th Street gate stands a monument and four flat headstones. The monument is an impressive granite structure with the name “Heintz” in bas relief across the top,
with the names Jacob and Julia below it. The front three headstones are granite as well, with the names Harry,
Bertha, and Leaphe Dewey. The fourth headstone, a simple cement inlay with moss filling the inscribed name and
date, lays just to the right of the monument. The name here is Jim Goy.
Jacob and Julia lived in what is now mid-town Sacramento immediately following the Gold Rush; but due to the
inability to make a good living there they moved to the San Juan Grant area and settled in Fair Oaks with Jacob’s
brother, Joseph. Joseph owned a small farm just north of present-day Winding Way. Jacob purchased the lot of
land just West of Joseph’s and built a home for his wife and children; this was in the late 1850’s. (1)
Jacob and Julia began raising fruit trees
and some livestock on their small property. One day, while purchasing supplies,
they left their buckboard on Front street
covered by a tarp. A young Chinese boy
trying to escape the Chinese Tong gangs,
then making their way from San Francisco
to Sacramento to conscript new members, found refuge under the tarp. Soon
the wagon was on its way and Jim Goy’s
life would change forever.
When Jacob and Julia arrived home, they
began unpacking the wagon and to their
surprise, found Jim. He was so grateful
that they unknowingly helped him escape
a possible life of crime that generally was
not a long one, he devoted the rest of his
life to them. He would sometimes work
other farms, but always returned back to
the Heintz farm.
Johnny Rhomas, Jane Dewey, Eileen Dewey Thomas, Harry

Dewey IV with Troy Glosson at the Farm to Fork Tour 2017

In 1863, Jacob and Julia welcomed their
first daughter Bertha into the world. Ultimately, there were three daughters, with no boys who could work or inherit the farm.

In Grass Valley, in 1864, Harry Dewey was born into a family that already had two boys. Soon after Harry’s birth
his mother passed away, and by 1869 his father, no longer able to care for the boys, sent them to Sacramento to
the Protestant Children’s Home to live. (2)
Before Harry became a teenager, he was “adopted” by a farmer in southern Placer County and forced to work
the fields with expectations far beyond the abilities of a young boy. He did not enjoy the fruits of a normal childhood, and was basically used as slave labor. Every chance Harry had, he would work other farmer’s fields to earn
money for himself. He was finally able to earn and save enough to leave the farmer who had “adopted” him and
began working at a quarry in Rocklin.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

He made good money there, but when the workers began speaking of unionizing, Harry would have nothing to do
with that, not being a fan of unions. He struck out on his own again, and this time he started his own business working fields harvesting hay, barley, and wheat near the Heintz farm.
While making his way through the Fair Oaks area he met and fell in love with Bertha Heintz. Jacob and Julia welcomed him into their home and the couple was soon married. Jacob now had the son he wished for to inherit the
family farm. In 1896 Jacob died when his heart failed after a lifetime of manual labor. Together with Julia and Bertha,
Harry ran the farm, employing many of the same workers that were loyal to Jacob, including Jim Goy.
In 1901, Julia sold her share of the farm to Harry and Bertha but remained as a resident of the house. She helped out
with many of the daily chores, but allowed Harry to run the farm as his own. Harry began expanding the size of the
farm and started growing several different fruit and nut trees, and livestock as well.
Harry took very good care of his workers as well as his farm, treating workers with respect. They, in turn, appreciated their working conditions and pay and did not attempt to unionize as many other farms were doing at the time.
Many pay-days found Jim Goy down in the Delta town of Locke where he would gamble and socialize with other Chinese workers and immigrants from around the area, always returning to his faithful employer to work the farm.
Harry and Bertha raised several children, but their first child, a daughter named
Leaphe, died as an infant and is laid to rest along with Harry and Bertha. Their
eldest son, Harold, joined the US Army in 1917 and served at Ft. Mac Arthur in
Los Angeles, never seeing combat in Europe, and eventually returning to the
family farm. He married, and Harry III was born. He and his wife were eventually divorced after an illness, but he soon remarried.
Harry Dewey III served as a radio operator in the US Navy on a PBY in the Pacific during WWII. In 1942, Bertha passed away from stomach cancer, and in
1943 Harry passed away from heart disease. After the war, Harry III began running the farm and his parents retired to Rocklin where they are both buried.
Harry III married a beautiful young lady named Jane, and together they raised
two children, Harry IV
and Eileen.
In the 1960’s, the large
farm that spread from
Winding Way to just
south of Madison Ave began to be sold off to developers
and the local school district. Two schools were erected on
the land; Will Rogers Middle School and Harry Dewey Elementary School.
Harry III and Harry IV both moved away from the farm, but
Eileen remained after her education and is still living in the
home with her husband John. Together they raised two
sons, and they are both working a farm that Harry III started in Yolo County. Harry III passed away in July of 2016.

(Continued on page 8)
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Heintz/Dewey, con’t.
During my research for the From Farm to Fork to Grave Tour, I reached out to the community to find out if
anyone knew any history of the Dewey farm. At the time I did not know that Eileen was still living in the homestead, but through contacts made during my research I was invited to interview Eileen in her home. With only
one room being changed downstairs from a bedroom to a parlor, and an expansion of the upstairs into a master
suite, the home still looks just as it did in a photo from around the beginning of the 20th century.
I learned a lot about Harry, Bertha, Jim Goy, and Eileen. As a thank you for all of her information I invited her
and her family to attend my tour and they were happy to do so. I got to spend a little time with Harry IV, one
of Eileen’s sons Johnny, her husband John, and her mother Jane.
After the tour, I received the following message from Eileen:
Dear Troy,
I wanted to send this email immediately after the cemetery tour, and tell you how special the day was for
our family. Thank you for your research and your presentation. We truly appreciate the care and sensitivity you included in giving our history and wanted you to know how much we appreciate all of your efforts. I think our ancestors resting in the cemetery would be very touched by your words.
May you continue to research and share all of the wonderful personal stories that are a part of our Sacramento heritage. It is people like you that keep history alive and interesting for everyone.
Blessings!
Eileen
As a footnote, Harry I built a Co-Op with seven other famers in the area, and in 1910 they formed the nucleus
of a company that still exists today; Blue Diamond Almonds. While the family sold off their interest in the company around 2006, their family’s history is still a part of the company’s as well.
——————————(1) San Juan Grant was the common name for Rancho San Juan, a Mexican land grant, located east of Rancho Del Paso. When California became a state in 1850, ownership of land grants was confirmed by the
courts. During the 1850’s, the owners of Rancho San Juan began selling small ranches in the area then
known as Center Township.
(2) The Protestant Orphans Asylum was established in 1867 as citizens noticed abandoned children living on
riverbanks. It was the first charity in Sacramento. The original committee raised funds and established
the home in just one year. It eventually outgrew the original location on L Street and 32 acres were
purchased on Sutterville Road where the Sacramento Children’s Home still exists.

8

VOLUME

VII,

ISSUE

1

PAGE

Hamilton Square

Judy Eitzen

From the Evening Bee, Saturday, August 12, 1899

“Very few people are living in Sacramento to-day who were here during the cholera epidemic of 1850.
At that time Sacramento was a pioneer settlement of a few hundred people, who dwelt mostly out of
doors, or in rude tents, and whose mode of living and variety of food were about on a par with that of
Dawson City a couple of years ago. (1) People of all ages, classes and conditions had rushed to this then
new mining country in quest of gold. They arrived footsore, weary, and debilitated from a hard trip
across the alkali and desert plains, or were landed worn out and exhausted from a six months’ voyage on
the Atlantic and Pacific, in rounding the Horn in any kind of an old brig,
schooner, or ship, their destination being Sutter Fort, at that time the
mecca of the fortune-hunters.”
“The condition of their system resultant from privations they had endured, the poor quality and scant variety of food they were compelled to
use, soon brought on scurvy, which caused many deaths, and finally that
dread disease, cholera, in an epidemic form. The latter soon thinned the
ranks of the living, and the adjacent mines as well. We are told that in
this city, then a pioneer trading post, a point for fitting out expeditions to
the mines, there were neither doctors nor undertakers, hospitals nor fraternal organizations; that men died like sheep with the rot. They were
taken sick in the morning, were dead at noon, and buried as the sun went
down. There were not well people enough to care for the sick; the dead
were often neglected, and the latter, often strangers to those around
them, were rolled into rude and shallow excavations with their boots and
clothing on, just as they had died, and then and there was lost every
trace of their identity.”
Cholera came to Sacramento in October of 1850, perhaps brought to town by
an immigrant traveling upriver on the paddle-wheeler New World on October
19 from San Francisco. It was rampant among plains towns and wagon train
immigrants and may have come to California over the mountains. It was not a
coincidence that flooding earlier in the year had spread contaminated waters
through the region – though contaminated water was not a known carrier of
disease at the time. The first cholera death in Sacramento was reported on
October 20.
In 1850, William Stephen Hamilton, son of Alexander Hamilton died in Sacramento. Most historians give cholera as the cause of death as he was hurriedly
buried in a trench with other cholera victims with a small marker to identify the
location of the prominent Hamilton. There were, in the often-flooded Sacramento Valley other contagions, one a type of malaria and chronic diarrhea,
which if severe enough could be confused with cholera by lay people. To avoid
spread of a disease people knew was infectious or contagious, the dead were
wrapped quickly in blankets or tarps and buried without stripping or cleaning
bodies or removing personal items. Everything was discarded with the dead.
(Continued on page 10)
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Hamilton’s death date has been variously reported as August 7 and October 7(2) Regardless, he was placed in a
trench with his personal belongings. Some twenty years later two gentlemen, one a friend and one an attorney (a
relative of the Hamilton family) sought to remove Hamilton from the trench and bury him with proper recognition.
Hamilton was located and identified by the personal items with which he had been buried. He was placed in a plot
purchased by the two gentlemen east of what is now the Exempt Firefighter’s Plot with an appropriate headstone
made of Massachusetts quarried granite.
In 1880, Margaret Crocker donated the final addition to the cemetery property, bringing the total acreage to some
60 acres. (3) John Quincy Brown was Mayor from 1881-1886 and during his last term, a large, new plat was laid out
in the cemetery with officials looking for an appropriate name. Mayor Brown suggested that it be donated in honor
of Hamilton and that he be removed to it. Thus, the new addition would be known as “Hamilton Square”. It is an
area approximately one acre in size and rectangular in shape.
Accordingly, Hamilton was removed yet again to the center of Hamilton Square. Colonel Alexander Hamilton, a
grand-nephew of the deceased sent a large granite stone from Massachusetts. The stone includes a bronze medallion of the father, Alexander Hamilton. In 1896, the family requested that it be sent east as it was the only known
one in existence. After making several copies, the family returned the medallion and it remains in place today.
Late in the 20th century, cemetery plots that had been abandoned or in disrepair were an eyesore, and the city began working with Sacramento’s Perennial Plant Club to beautify Hamilton Square. Sharon Patrician, an enthusiastic
club member and garden lover agreed to take on the project. It was clear that some plots needed repair before
they could be planted, and grants were obtained from the Glide Foundation of Davis (4) and the Perennial Plant
Club. Plots were repaired with brick work being completed by the Sheriff’s work project. In the fall of 1997, Sharon and a group of volunteers began the initial planting in the Square. Plants were donated from a variety of
sources, some personal and some from nurseries (e.g. Target Garden Center). Today, the entire square, some 200
plots have been planted with a variety of perennials from bulbs to shrubs to small trees suitable for our Mediterranean climate. The area is maintained by a cadre of volunteers lead by Leslie Hurlburt who conducts tours each
season, sharing his knowledge and expertise with cemetery visitors. Hamilton Square has something for every season; come visit soon.
——1) Dawson City in Canada’s Yukon Territory was the site of the Klondike Gold Rush 1896-1899.
2) His death date in the Cemetery’s burial index is October 7.
3) 60 acres is the approximate size of today’s Historic City Cemetery, plus the Masonic and Odd Fellows cemeteries located to the south. All are within the same perimeter fence.
4) The Glide Foundation is a charitable trust with the purpose of providing benefits for qualified organizations
committed to animal protection, other land and wildlife organizations, etc.
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Old City Cemetery
Committee, Inc.
1000 Broadway
Sacramento, CA 95818
916-448-0811
www.oldcitycemetery.com
Mission Statement
To join hands with the community to restore,
beautify, preserve and protect the Historic
City Cemetery, while maintaining access by
descendants of the deceased, and to
provide educational services to all visitors
to the Historic City Cemetery of Sacramento.

Membership Application
Become a Member of the Old City Cemetery Committee!
The Old City Cemetery Committee, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit corporation, whose purpose is to maintain
and preserve the beauty and integrity of the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery.
Annual Dues (January – December)
_____ Individual: $30

_____ Patron: $200 - $299

_____ Family: $40

_____ Sponsor: $300 - $599

_____ Business: $50

_____ Silver Sponsor: $600- $999
_____ Gold Sponsor: $1000+

_____ Donation: Amount & Designation ________________________________________
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Voting Member: __________________________________________________________
Street Address; __________________________________________________________
City/State: _____________________________________________ Zip: _____________
Phone: _________________________Email: ___________________________________

